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Charming 

It was the third time Nebraska Coach 
‘Tom Osborne had brought an 
unbeaten team to Miami for the 
Orange Bowl. And finally, Osborne 
won a national championship. 


Dave Kindred 


Joe Montana is still Joe Montana. He 
still has that uncanny ability we have all 
come to know. It’s sort of a feeling of 
suspended animation we get when Joe 
throws the ball. Somehow you know a 
man will be open when the ball arrives. 


Mike Lupica 


Sometimes it feels as if the air is all we 
have left. The owners stole the pennant 
races, the World Series and all of the 
memories we would have had. In a few 
months, they are willing to ruin spring 
training. Next, they will want the air. 


No Brownout — yet 


Vinny Testaverde had his moment of 
redemption against New England last 
Sunday. But it could be fleeting. If he 
doesn’t play well against Pittsburgh, the 
Browns are finished and his shining 
moment won’t mean much. 


It was no vacation 

When everything is going great, that’s 
when UMass Coach John Calipari gets 
nervous. He is convinced his team needs 
constant challenges. But an 0-3 record in 
a tournament in France probably isn’t 
exactly what Calipari had in mind. 


The lives of Riley 


The Lakers played in seven NBA Finals 
and won four titles. In New York, he has 
had championship talent in runner-up 
bodies. Excerpts from Pat Riley’s book 
show you the influence Riley’s father has 
had on his values in life. 
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E22 CAUGHT ON THE FLY 


The frozen trundle 
at Lambeau Field 


Maybe it was just all those games last 
weekend, but one more year like the last one 
and we're gonna be runnin’ a Fly Pattern in 
this space instead. Yo, pencil-necks: This is 
yer pastime callin’. 

B If yer an NFL defensive coordinator, 
call now for yer personal copy of the 
Disney/NASA video, “The Lion King: T- 
Minus One,” directed by Fritz Shurmur. 
Think the Pack cares if it has to deal with 
Emmitt Smith down 
the road? 

@ Fly’s been readin’ 
the coverage, and it 
looks like the only 
major play-caller in 
Texas to come back 
big from a bell-ringer is 
gonna be John Mack- 
ovic. 

B Speakin’ of the 
SWC’s_ Long-gone- 
horns, Time shoulda 
waited a few days and 
made it Clergymen of 
the Year. Priest 
Holmes finished as 
strong as PJPDeuce. 

i Jack’s back in ’95, 
but Fly’d rather see 
McDowell — even 
Morris or Armstrong 
(shaddup!) — than the 
fast-food pitcher with 
the really big head. 

@ Remember all 
those Mariner second- 
guessers last May? 
Draftin’ Alex Ro- 
driguez aheada Darren Dreifort looks 
smarter every day. Dreifort could use a long 
strike because he might miss all of 95 with 
that dreaded post-Wichita State arm trouble. 

WF'ly likes pros who stiff the press about 
as much as a wet stogie and an Underwood, 
but here’s wishin’ a Healthy New Year to 
Sterling Sharpe. 

BISPN gave the perfect tribute for 
Winnin’ Lenny (There And Still No 
Ceegar) Wilkens when it said just before 
halftime of the Holiday Bowl to stay tuned 
for latest word on the “WILKINS MILE- 
STONE.” Lenny, ’Nique, Gerald, whatever. 

* Hey-yo, at least ISPN didn’t have to deal all 
of Big Red's vowels. 

The Gahden deserves better in archi- 
tectural crunchtime than the Smelltics and 
the Nuthindoins. Yo, Larry, Fly'll spend a 
night (assumed name, of course) in French 
Lick if ya just come back and open the doors 
for a shootaround. 

BF ly’s Top 5 (or If The Boys And Patsieés 
Can Do it, Then So Can We): 1. Skins, 2. 
SLams, 3. Bucs, 4. Awlers, 5. Bungles. 

@Speakin’ of the SLams, Fly hears that 
NFL Properties has stopped printin’ the old 
authentic jerseys and is runnin’ off new ones 
with a certain arch-shaped landmark on the 
sleeve. 

@ Hey, didn’t you used to be Cleveland? 

Yo, Double G: You were s’posed to 
coach one more game before Schnells 


Draft Dodger: Dreifort has done the difficult 
— made the M’s look smart. 


brings the pipe to Norman. Later, Sooner. 

@ Why they shouldn't bring back Instant 
Replay: Herman Moore. Why they should: 
Marcus Allen. 

W@ The Padregs just jumped past the Rock- 
bottoms in the N.L. West with a trade 
Frantic Frankie Lane woulda loved. But 
don’t write off the 'Stros in the Central. The 
last time Fly looked (what time is it?), they 
still had the league’s second-best rotation 
with Doug Drabek, 

Greg Swindell and 
Darryl Kile, and 
they cleared room 
for three strong 
Rookie of the Year 
candidates: Brian 
Hunter (center), 
Orlando Miller 
(short) and Phil 
Nevin (third). 

Here's some 
news ya can use 
from Chaos Central: 
Even if the union 
gets its injunction 
and the old system 
is back next month, 
whatever happens 
between now and 
then in yer transac- 
tion column is 
gonna stick. So 
when Marquis 
Grissom gets an 
offer and the Spos 
can’t match it, he’s 
gone no matter what 
the NLRB says. 

Wi The last time Fly watched a baseball 
game to see the ump was when Lt. Frank 
Drebben did his moonwalk behind the plate 
and saved the Queen. Yo, Richie Rich: A 60 
percent pay increase for yer guys never 
callin’ strikes? Fly’ll take replacement Lumps 
anytime. 

@ Kenny Anderson must have been too 
overcome with emotion after hearin’ that 
such a tradition-rich NBA franchise as New 
Joisey was plannin’ to change its nickname 
to the Fire Dragons. Fly figures the Nets 
want a name they finally can connect with. 

@ Each NFL club has to make six players 
available for the February 15 expansion 
draft, and no team can lose more than three. 
Fly’s waitin’ to see if Buddy’s gonna have 
enough players left to participate. 

The Spies say Rams players circulated a 
petition in support of Ground Chuck and 
his helpers, but their Ground Beef won't 
matter. Look for him to follow Mssrs. Kotite, 
Flores and Phillips out the door. 

@ Finally, what more can there be to see 
after broadcastin’ Cardinal baseball for more 
than a half-C? “I want to go to Alaska, and 
the only time to go there is in the summer,” 
says Jack Buck, who will go into semi-re- 
tirement, leavin’ son Joe the lead play-by- 
play voice next season. “I want to go through 
the Panama Canal. It would be a real shame 
to live this life and have the means to see the 
Pyramids and not do it.” Sa 


MORRIS FOSTOFF 


The Sporting News 


Nutcracker sweet: La Russa works with Guidi (left) and a dancer on proper technique. 


Tights spot 


Tony La Russa gets right to the heart of 
the matter. “So you want to talk about my tu- 
tu, right?” he asks. 

La Russa is as comfortable in dancing ap- 
parel as he is in an Athletics uniform. For the 
past three years, he has appeared in the 
Oakland Ballet’s annual athletes’ version of 
“The Nutcracker.” 

“T have a very simple objective when I do 
that,” La Russa says. “Don’t fall down.” 

It is a good objective, according to his 
daughters. Bianca, 15, and Devon, 12, have 
been dancing since they were 5. They have 
roles in the Oakland Ballet’s real “Nut- 
cracker,” the one without klutzy fathers. 

“The first two years, they would come to 
rehearsals and take notes,” he says. “When 
we'd get home, they'd tell me what I was 
doing wrong. Now they say, ‘He’s useless. 
There’s nothing we can do.’” 

La Russa’s dancing is fine, says Ronn 
Guidi, the man who founded the Oakland 
Ballet 25 years ago and remains choreogra- 
pher. “The first year, I was frightened,” 
Guidi says. “But I was amazed at how hard 
he works.” 

For three days a year, La Russa works as 
hard at ballet as he does at baseball. “I have 
not met a guy whose commitment to what he 


dances, he takes the time to do it well. He re- 
ally does his homework.” 

La Russa helps line up volunteers each 
year. Mark McGwire, Dave Stewart, Carney 
Lansford, Steve Karsay and Todd Van 
Poppel have danced. “Because of that strike 
thing, I was afraid we wouldn't be able to do 
it this year,” Guidi says. “But Tony got a 
coach (Dave McKay) and trainer (Barry 
Weinberg) and some media and we did it.” 

La Russa uses his skills as a manager, 
even in tights. “He has a way of motivating 
people,” Guidi says. 

“It’s the same every year,” La Russa says. 
“They try to be cool and act like they're not 
paying attention, but it's obvious these guys 
have been working at home, counting their 
steps.” 

La Russa does more for the Oakland 
Ballet than dance. “He helped us receive a 
challenge grant, $100,000, from the federal 
government,” Guidi says. “We were one of 
six companies to get one. We have to raise 
money to get it, and Tony's helping us do 
that. Most companies raise 40 percent of 
their budget. With Tony’s help, we raise 50 
percent. For us, he’s a godsend.” 

Guidi knows less about baseball than La 
Russa knows about ballet but says, “I wish 
we had more human beings like him. He’s 


does matches Tony’s,” Guidi says. “When he maafis laa ese —Tep Ropcens 
“There are no books on how | “If! stood there with frozen 
SOUND BITES to be a head coach. I've feet in front of him, | 
looked.” wouldn't have time te be 
stupid, because I'd be ina 
Figure skater Toller Cranston, coma.” 


45, who broke an ankle in 


warmups, on why he won't let 
the injury end his career: 


San Francisco Chronicle colum- 


Hawks Coach Lenny Wilkens, 
after his 938th career victory 
tied Red Auerbach for first 


nist C.W. Nevius, reflectingon | “I have no intention of re- place: entering the season, 
the year in sports: tiring in such a modest, in- | Wilkens needed 12 victories but 
“We said we wanted more conspicuous way. lf | break the Hawks got off to a slow 
women in sports, but we | my leg, it’s got to be at least Start: 
didn’t expect it to be prose- | in front of television cam- “tt was the hardest 12 
cutor Marcia Clark.” eras.” games | ever coached.” 


New Colorado football Coach 


: ( would approach a fight with 
Rick Neuheisel, on how he’s heavyweight champion George 
going to tackle the task at hand: Foreman: 


Boxer Roy Jones Jr., on how he 
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99 in ’94 

Sports attorney Jeff 
Moorad was put on our an- 
nual list of the 100 Most 
Powerful People in Sports 
for his business savvy and 
his success in negotiating 
$82.65 million in baseball 
contracts in 94, 

But Moorad, who came in 
just ahead of Bart Simpson 
on the list at No. 99, has 
quite a sense of humor, too. 
Moorad expressed his grati- 
tude in a fax sent to our of- 
fice last week, titled, “Top 
Ten Good Things About 
Being No. 99”: 


10. It beats being No. 101. 

9. It’s lower than my 
handicap. 

8. The number made 
Barbara Feldon a well- 
known secret agent, too. 

7. Maybe John Madden 
(No. 95) will give all of us in 
the bottom 10 a ride in the 
Madden Cruiser. 

6. It’s not a list of 
America’s Most Wanted. 

5. If the number's good 
enough for Wayne Gretzky, 
it’s good enough for me. 

4, I spent $1.58 billion 
less than Rupert Murdoch 
(No. 1) to make the list. 

3. With my partner, 
Leigh Steinberg, at No. 19, 
the firm’s average is 59. 

2, Good closers are in 
big demand. 

1. Hey, Bart Simpson 
(No. 100), eat my shorts! 


Hail to the Chief 


Yankees fans of the late 
1940s and early ’50s talk 
about the confidence felt 
when the “Superchief” with 
No. 22 on his back was on 
the mound. 

Allie Reynolds, who died 
last week at 79, instilled that 
kind of confidence. He was 
the ace of the Yankees’ 
pitching staff that won five 
consecutive world champi- 
onships from 1949 through 
53. 

- Over a 12-year career, the 


How sweet it is: Reyno 
shows his appreciation to the 
ball after pitching his second 
no-hit game of 1952. 


last eight with the Yankees, 
Reynolds was about the 
most imposing and intimi- 
dating pitcher in the game, 
especially to the Dodgers. In 
the 1952 Series, Reynolds 
won two games, saved an- 
other and struck out 18 in 20 
innings — in and around a 
strategic sprinkling of 
knockdown pitches. 

Reynolds often filled in in 
a relief role before the days 
of relief specialists and 
Fireman of the Year awards. 
He would later concede that 
his frequent relief stints be- 
tween starts cost hima 
chance for more victories. 
Overall, he was 182-107 with 
a 3.30 ERA, plus 7-2 in six 
World Series. 

Reynolds also threw two 
no-hitters, each in 1952. 

In the second, against the 
Red Sox on September 28, 
Reynolds had to get Ted 
Williams twice in the ninth 
for the final out. On an 0-1 
pitch, Williams hit a high 
pop behind home plate that 
Yogi Berra misjudged and 
dropped. Undaunted, 
Reynolds helped Berra up, 
trudged back to the mound 
and threw Williams another 
fastball. This one, too, was 
popped up over toward the 
Yankees’ dugout, but this 
time Berra caught the ball. 

“Allie was such a great 
competitor,” Berra says. 
“There was nobody like him. 


HIGH FIVES 


KENDRA WECKER, the first female national finalist 
in the history of the NFL’s Punt, Pass & Kick com- 
petition. Wecker, of Marysville, Kan., finished 
second among all 12-year olds in the NFL team 
competitions that were held the past two months. 
She joins 31 boys, ages 8-15, at the national finals 


Sunday in San Diego. 


RUBEN SIERRA, the A’s slugger who, like other 
Hispanic athletes, visited Guantanamo Naval Base 
in Cuba to distribute clothes, radios and other 
items to Haitian and Cuban refugees. Sierra is 


Puerto Rican. 


COLORADO COACHES AND PLAYERS, who phoned 
teammate Tyronee Bussey from Arizona after a 
day of practice for the Fiesta Bowl. Bussey, 18, is 
suffering from leukemia and was undergoing 
chemotherapy. He says he expects to return to the 


campus in August. 


He’d be in the Hall of Fame 
now if it weren't for the fact 
that he relieved so much.” 


Picket sense 


The Major League Base- 
ball Players Association has 
been infinitely stronger over 
the years than the NFL 
Players Association, and it 
also has amassed a sizable 
strike fund that the NFL 
union lacked. But when 
Houston lefthander Greg 
Swindell became the first 
marquee player to say he 
would consider crossing the 
picket line at spring training, 
we were reminded of how 
the dam of football players 
broke in 1987. 

Joe Montana defected 
during that 24-day strike, but 
Jerry Rice didn’t. Lawrence 
Taylor defected, but Phil 
Simms didn’t. The final 
straw came when Wash- 


ington, the only team that 
had no previous defections, 
suddenly voted as a team to 
return. That forced union 
head Gene Upshaw to end 
the sttike, and those Red- 
skins, led by quarterback 
Doug Williams, went on to 
crush Denver in the Super 
Bowl. 

By the time the strike 
ended, 247 of the nearly 
1,600 NFLPA members al- 
ready had crossed. Here are 
20 other big names that are 
worth mentioning now, 
during the baseball watch: 
Chris Bahr, Ray Childress, 
Roger Craig, Tony Dorsett, 
Vince Evans, Jim Everett, 
Mark Gastineau, Roy Green, 
Kevin Greene, Jeff Hostetler, 
Brent Jones, Ed (Too Tall) 
Jones, Steve Largent, Howie 
Long, Ozzie Newsome, Nate 
Newton, Reggie Roby, 
Jackie Slater, Andre Tippett 
and Mike Webster. ® 


LOW LIGHTS 


LSU COACH DALE BROWN, for his role in a recent 
incident involving one of his assistants. Police 
charge Brown cursed an officer and flaunted his 
position while trying to get the assistant out of a 
speeding ticket. Police say Brown told the officer: 
“!'m the coach of LSU. . . . Does that mean any- 
thing to you?” Brown says he neither used im- 
proper language nor made hints of influence, and 
that it was the officer who was rude. 


UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL 


Autograph hound 


Parents have been 
helping their kids with 
trading cards forever. It's no 
different when the parent 
also has collected NBA ti- 
tles. 

“I never asked a player 
for an autograph until my 
son Andre started collecting 
cards,” Magic Johnson says. 
“Now I ask everyone.” 

And don’t think for a 
minute that his requests are 
rejected. The Magic touch 
pays off. 

Johnson didn’t collect 
cards growing up in 
Lansing, Mich. Now, NBA 
Hoops is putting out a set of 
10 Magic Johnson cards. 
“When I was a kid, there was 
only one card to have — 
Doctor J,” Johnson says. 
That may explain which one 
means the most to him: “My 
favorite is the one with me 
and Doctor J.” 5 

—Tep Ronéers 


Pardon me 


Broadcaster Roy Fire- 
stone is moving on to other 
projects after 14 years of a 
daily interview program on 
ESPN and USA networks. 
Reflecting back on some of 
the highlights, which ESPN 
will televise this weekend, 
Firestone says one of his 
top guests was Richard 
Nixon. 

Recalls Firestone: “He 
knew more about sports 
than most people know in a 
lifetime. Toward the end of 
my interview with him, I told 
him that I threw a rock at his 
limousine in Miami Beach 
when I was 17 years old. He 
looked at me and smiled and 
said, ‘Well, I guess you're 
pardoned.’” 

Firestone’s other top 
guests include Fred Dryer, 
Howie Long, Muhammad 
Ali, Wilt Chamberlain and 
Jim Valvano. The 60-minute 
retrospective begins at 1 a.m. 
ET Saturday. . 2 
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A LOOK AHEAD 
COLLEGES 


Eleven female college 
athletes from 11 sports will 
gather Monday in San 
Diego for the announce- 
ment of the Honda-Brod- 
erick Cup, awarded annually 
to the year’s outstanding 
collegiate female athlete. 

The awards program, 
which is in its 18th year, rec- 
ognizes the top women in 
each sport as well as the top 
athletes in Divisions I and 
Ill. The Honda Inspiration 
Award is also presented to 
the woman who has over- 
come tremendous adversity. 

Past winners of the 
Honda-Broderick Cup in- 
clude Nancy Lieberman, 
Cheryl Miller, Tracy 
Caulkins and Jackie Joyner. 

This year’s nominees are: 

lowa field hockey player 
Kristy Gleason; Florida 
swimmer Nicole Haislett; 
North Carolina soccer 
player Mia Hamm; Ken- 
tucky gymnast Jenny — 
Hansen; Indiana State 
runner Holli Hyche (track & 
field); Southern Cal basket- 
ball player Lisa Leslie; 
Georgia tennis player An- 
gela Lettiere; Arizona soft- 
ball player Susie Parra; 
Long Beach State volleyball 
player Danielle Scott; Ari- 
zona State golfer Wendy 
Ward; Villanova runner Ca- 
role Zajac (cross country). 

Notre Dame swimmer 
Haley Scott has been 
chosen for the Inspiration 
Award. She returned to 
swimming after a team bus 
accident that left her para- 
lyzed and killed two of her 
teammates. SO 


IN THIS CORNER 


It's no surprise that the Associated 
Press chose the cancellation of the World 
Series as the top story of the year. 

But what's really interesting is what’s at 
the bottom of the list — the most notable 
being that monthlong party thrown by the 
U.S. known as the World Cup. 

Here, according to member newspapers 


and broadcast stations, are the least no- 


KENNY ANDERSON, the Nets guard who shouted ‘ble sports events of 94: 

obscenities at first-year Coach Butch Beard after : wimming 

he was pulled from a game. The next day An- omega ms title : 

derson skipped practice without notifying the or- Budd z oe ag 

ganization of his whereabouts. ae a cee on. 
oT Mili , Ws SCOTTIE PIPPEN, the Bulls’ All-Star, for saying man- : : oe 

— agement is allowing the team to disintegrate and al- Jerry Rice's TD record: 

Anderson: Practice isn’t that im- _eging that General Manager Jerry Krause is a liar. @ Erie Irvan's injury. 
portant, is it? The next day he recanted some of his statements. a, 
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Dave 
KINDRED | 


Joe, we have seen you a thousand times and more 
move away from the center 
moving gliding floating dancing 
looking looking your blue eyes alive 
the world changing colors changing shapes 
angles and possibilities always changing 
and now you're sprinting away 
feeling the colors coming near you 
feeling Cowboys at your back 
feeling it’s time to throw it 
because you know somehow you know 
if you throw it now 
the man will be open when the ball arrives. 


“Joe’s as cool as the other side of the pillow” 
said a linebacker who knows what we all know now 
you live for the heat for the moment of truth 
Too Tall Jones at your back with the game to be won 
you're sprinting looking for a man 
in January of 1982 looking for a man 
in the heat of a game’s last minute 
it’s time to throw and you see the color red 
behind the color white somehow you know 
it’s time to throw it high toward Dwight Clark 
aman who will be open when the ball arrives 
Joe Montana becoming Joe Montana. 


“The sound is echoing inside your head” you say 
of the moment when the game is to be won 
the stadium a madding house of chaos 
“but it’s not really there” 
because all that’s there is the moment 
you move into a world of silent peace 
you move glide dance look see and throw 
off the wrong foot going the wrong way 
and somehow the football falls 
against a man’s hands 
falling softly 
a feather. 


Two minutes to do it two minutes to win a game 
and Ken Stabler who heard Jack London’s line 
“T would rather be a superb meteor 
than a sleepy, permanent planet” 
said London meant “Throw deep” 
for life is two minutes in the heat 
two minutes, Joe, and you’re in the huddle 
all eyes on your eyes all ears hearing you 
primal moments when your men 
know without knowing how they know 
they will win because you’re there 
and they hear “20 halfback curl X up” 
another pass to a man about to be open 
this one to win a Super Bowl in 1989 
Montana being Montana. 


Sing of Slingin’ Sammy Baugh Y.A. Tittle Otto Graham 
if he’d had a gun he'd have shot Paul Brown 
Bart Starr Fran Tarkenton Dan Fouts Bobby Layne 
famous for his advice “Sleep fast” 
Terry Bradshaw Joe Theismann Roger Staubach 


He’s no ordinary Joe 


1 uy 


shouting into the night “I hate the Redskins” 

and of five more quarterbacks who threw it deep 
George Blanda Johnny Unitas Joe Namath Dan Marino 
only the Montana kid from Monongahela 

ever explained their Pennsylvania connection 

by saying “Maybe it’s the Iron City beer.” 


While falling you dream a pass behind your back 


whistling between the right guard’s knees 
threaded through a linebacker’s facemask 
now rising, roaring past a safety’s hand 
the ball flying over the goal post 

to make a screeching turn for the corner 
where a man is about to come open 

to finish a wonder you'd have worked 

if you'd needed it because 

you throw it any way anywhere anytime 
post streak slant flare fade curl out 
Montana being Montana 

gliding flowing back 

coming forward all of a piece 

football as dance as poetry 

doing work that causes men to say 

“a maestro of guile and finesse” 

“not a man, not a god, but in between” 
“the genius really wears No. 16.” 


Four Super Bowls three MVPs a thousand moments. 


from Notre Dame San Francisco Kansas City 
a skinny shy kid superstar 15 years a pro 
two operations on the left knee 

one on the throwing shoulder 

the throwing elbow scarred and.swollen 
spinal surgery of a crippling kind 

and you came back to dance in the heat 
smiling saying on a winter day in 94 

“it's coming to an end 

and you want to make it last” 

so you do it one more time 

Marino's match 

Montana still Montana. 


Dave Kindred is a contributing writer for Tuk SpoRtING NEWws. 
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The air 
up there 


First they took the game; 
the owners’ next move will 
take your breath away 


a: 
Mike 
LUPICA 


Take a shot 
with these 
big books 


Clear the coffee table for 
four oversized winners 


Steve 
GIETSCHIER 


There was a moment a few years ago, in 
the dream little spring-training ballpark the 
Dodgers have in Vero Beach. It was the day 
before pitchers and catchers reported to 
Dodgertown, and a game between fantasy- 
camp teams had just ended. Reggie Smith 
was in a seat behind home plate and Tommy 
Lasorda was there, and Lasorda had just fin- 
ished a long and profane and hilarious story 
about the night the Dodgers came back to 
beat the Mets in Game 4 of the 1988 National 
League playoffs. 

The Mets were about to go ahead three 
games to one. Then Mike Scioscia hit a 
home run off Dwight Gooden in the ninth in- 
ning and the Dodgers went ahead in extra in- 
nings on Kirk Gibson’s home run, and La- 
sorda finally had to pitch Jesse Orosco, even 
though he swore to God the day before that 
Orosco would never pitch for him again. 

According to Lasorda, when he went out 
that night to call for Orosco, he looked up to 
the sky and said, “I’m real sorry about this, 
Lord, but I think I got a chance to steal this 
game.” Which he did. That morning in Vero 
Beach was suddenly the perfect time to go 
back over it all. 

Reggie Smith finally said, “I’m always 
amazed how you guys remember all this 
stuff.” 

I tried to explain to Smith how much of 
sports is memory, and he laughed that one 
off. But then a few minutes later, I was 
telling him about how well I remember 
everything that happened to his Red Sox in 
the summer of 1967, even a moment against 
the White Sox when Jose Tartabull, playing 
right field, made an amazing throw to Elston 
Howard to cut off a run and save a game. 

Smith said, “He made the throw on the fly.” 

Now it was Reggie Smith who wanted to 
remember something. 


Take some of that holiday gift money and 
consider spending it on these recent addi- 
tions to the treasury of oversized sports 

ooks: 


The Hogan Mystique: Classic Pho- 
tographs Of The Great Ben Hogan (By 
Jules Alexander. 132 pp. The American 
Golfer, Inc., 135 East Putnam Ave., Green- 
wich, Conn. $50). 


Noted photographer |-,,,. ae 
Jules Alexander got a THe HOGAN 


WySTIQUE 


press credential for the 
1959 U.S. Open at 
Winged Foot and became 
fixated with shooting Ben ee 
Hogan, even to the exclu- 
sion of the championship. 
More than 30 years later, 
the photos he took at this 
tournament, supplement- 
ed by a few others, are the heart of this stun- 
ning inquiry into the golfing character of one 
of America’s true champions. 

As the photos, the commentary by Ken 
Venturi and the essays by Dave Anderson, 
Ben Crenshaw and Dan Jenkins profoundly 
demonstrate, “mystique” is exactly the right 
word to describe the reclusive Hogan. His 
swing — and the competitive drive behind it 
— was mesmerizing and compelling. It 
formed the basis of his perennial instruction 
book, “The Modern Fundamentals of Golf,” 
and is here displayed and explained for 
those golfers unfortunate enough to have 
been born too late. 


The Historic Golf Courses of America 
(By Pat Seelig. 192 pp. Taylor Publishing. 
$35). 

Seelig’s contention is that America’s great 


“Remember the play Elston made?” he 


said. 

And 25 years after that play, standing now 
behind home plate, we both made the same 
jumping motion, left hand stretched into the 
air, and laughed as we both brought an 
imaginary catcher’s mitt down into a sweep 
tag. Twenty-five years later, there the two of 
us were, trying to recreate a moment from a 
summer that was important once, to both of 
us. Baseball made us do that. 

“Sports is air,” Seymour Siwoff, the won- 
derful founder of the Elias Sports Bureau, 
once said. “It’s two of us talking about an 
event. Remembering an event. With nothing 
but air between us.” 

Sometimes it feels as if the air is all we 
have left. But last season, they even tried to 
take that. They stole the pennant races, and 
they stole the World Series. In a few months, 
the owners are willing to ruin spring training. 
The owners think they own everything else, 
so why not the air? 

These baseball owners are the greediest 
group there has ever been in any sport. They 
were never satisfied just being caretakers of 
the game. Donald Fehr, head of the players’ 
union, is always right when he refers to them 
as a cartel. They got rid of Fay Vincent as 
baseball commissioner because they didn’t 
want him in the way when they tried to 
shove a salary cap down the players’ throats 
and tried to bust the players’ association 
once and for all. 

George Steinbrenner wonders all the time 
why people don’t feel the same way about the 
Yankees as they used to. It is because he has 
spent most of 20 years showing us that the 
Yankees don’t belong to us. They belong to 
him. They are Steinbrenner’s Yankees. 
Around here, Steinbrenner believes he owns 
everything, the name and the tradition and the 


golf courses, even the most private of them, 
will eventually be threatened by residential 
or commercial development. He proposes 
federal legislation to protect these courses 
from depredation through creation of a Na- 
tional Register of Historic Golf Courses. 

Seelig lists four criteria for inclusion on 
this elite list: hosts of historically significant 
major championships; outstanding ex- 
amples of famous architects’ work; cra- 
dles to the stars; and sites of historic 
events. He adds, as a matter of ge- 
nealogical respect, the five founding 
clubs of the United States Golf Associ- 
ation. 

Seelig’s prose is pedestrian at best, 
and he never explains how his Na- 
tional Register would work, particu- 
larly how legislation could prohibit pri- 
vate owners from disposing of their 
property in any way they saw fit. But 
his selection of courses is interesting, and 
the photos, while not opulent, are still worth 
pondering. 


Hockey Hall of Fame Legends: The 
Official Book (By Michael McKinley. 200 
bp. Viking Press. $39.95). 

The Hockey Hall of Fame has recently 
moved into a state-of-the-art complex in 
downtown Toronto, with this book serving as 
a suitable celebration of the hall's upgrade 
into modernity. 

Six chapters of text and rich photographs 
by Derik Murray cover the history of hockey 
from its misty beginnings into the current 
age of expansion. Each chapter is graced by 
anice introductory essay, but the book’s 
high points are the two-page spreads de- 
voted to individual members of the Hall of 
Fame. The photos here are truly wonderful 


| VOICES -7 


monuments in the outfield. He thought when 
he bought the Yankees he bougiit the air. 

There will be all the usual outrage from 
the fans now, and millions of words written 
about the possibility of replacement baseball, 
and what the fans should do about that. In 
the end it is a waste of time worrying about 
the fans. The fans have never mattered to 
the people involved in this dispute. The idea 
that the owners have to gain back control of 
the game for the fans is a lie. 

From the start, this has been about some 
owners who should not be in baseball and 
cities that no longer can support baseball. 
Owners who despise each other have joined 
together because they all think they can make 
more money on the other side of this fight. 
They keep saying the big markets will win all 
the time, when that never has happened 
across the nearly 20 years of free agency. 
Now they are willing to ruin the beginning of 
next season, ruin spring training for us, the 
way they ruined the end of last season. 

We will never know what kind of memo- 
ries would have been made last October. 
Something would have happened, though. 
Something great would have happened for 
sure. We would have come away with new 
memories to last. And in another 25 years, 
there would have been two people talking 
about some play Don Mattingly made, the 
way Reggie Smith and I talked about Jose 
Tartabull’s throw and old Elston Howard’s 
play at the plate. Or Marquis Grissom would 
have made a running catch. Or there'would 
have been some big swing of the bat from 
David Justice of the Braves. 

They have taken everything else. Now 
they try to take the air. ® 


Mike Lupica is a columnist for Newsday and 
THE SPORTING NEWs. 


and are supplemented by evocative anec- 
dotes. 

Short of a visit to Toronto, this book may 
be the best way to tour the historic artifacts 
and stories of the game that combines 
speed, grace and passion like no other. 
Reading it almost allows one to forget about 
the lockout. 


A Tribute to Golf: A Celebration in 
Art, Photography and Literature (Com- 
piled and edited by Thomas P. Stewart. 240 
pp. Stewart, Hunter & Associates, Harbor 
Springs, Mich. 1-800-338-8211. $59.95). 

This unusual anthology is special right 
from the beginning because there aren't 
many golf books dedicated to Arnold Palmer 
(“who has inspired so many to play”) and to 
Mother Teresa (“who has taught so many to 
love”)! But Tom Stewart is an unusual man: 
A professional golfer who has worked with 
Mother Teresa, hiked in the Himalayas, 
developed hospice programs and run for 
pons Oh, well, four out of five ain't too 

ad. 

Golf not only is one of the three sports 
that have inspired honest-to-goodness litera- 
ture (baseball and boxing are the other two); 
it has also stimulated a decent amount of real 
art. 

Stewart has ranged back two centuries 
and put together a very personal collection of 
poetry, short stories, essays, paintings, illus- 
trations, prints and a few photographs to 
suggest his abiding love for the game. 

Those who share his passion and who are 
perhaps tired of the golf books stuffed solely 
with glossy photographs will find his werk to 
be a splendid change of pace. 

Steve Gietschier is Archivist of THE 
SPORTING NEWS. 
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VOICE OF THE FAN 


‘When Reggie Miller 
gets hot, so does his 
mouth. | love when 
Miller starts talking 
trash and then follows 
it up by hitting his 
shots. What I really 
liked about Pat 
Jordan’s story on 
Reggie (TSN, December 
26) was how he grew 
up as a Skinny kid 
being schooled by his 
brothers and sister and 
how hard he had to 
fight to make it to the 
NBA.’ 


John Sayers Jr. 
Hillsdale, N_J. 


Sportsman of any year 


Paul Attner wrote the best article I have 
ever read on Emmitt Smith (TSN, December 
19), when THE SPoRTING NEWs named him 
Sportsman of the Year for 1994. I’ve always 
hated Emmitt Smith and always thought he 
was cocky and greedy. But after reading this 
article, I now know what kind of person Em- 
mitt really is. He is caring and just wants to 
win for his team. He never gives up and is a 
very good person to look up to. 
: Ryan Eddy 
Bargersville, Ind. 


Check signals? 


In regards to Paul Attner’s article, 
“Throws of Passion” (TSN, January 2), he 
states there are only two legitimate superstar 
quarterbacks in the playoffs this year — 
Steve Young and Troy Aikman. I wonder if 
Mr. Attner’s NFC-slanted opinion clouded 
his memory of Dan Marino, an AFC quarter- 
back who has proved he is equal to, if not 
better than the two superstars mentioned. 

Will Turenchaik 
Margate, Fla. 


Voice of reason 

Now that the baseball owners have imple- 
mented their salary cap (TSN, January 2), I 
hope the next step isn’t replacement players. 

I don’t think the owners or players really 
realize they need each other. Without the 
marquee players, the owners’ teams are of 
lesser value. Without the game of baseball, 
the players would not enjoy the wealth they 
have. 

But most of all without the fan support 
neither of them would have anything. I say it 
is time they really heard “The Voice of the 


Fan.” 
Mike Bertic 
Aurora, Ill. 


Stupid is, stupid does 

Let me see if I have this straight: 

The owners, who have stupidly given 
away the store in every contract they dole 
out, are trying to ensure that they won't be 
stupid anymore by imposing a limit on what 
they can spend. 

The players, who are wealthy beyond 
their wildest imaginations, are insisting that 
the owners continue to be stupid, possibly to 
the ultimate destruction of the game. 

As a high school principal who can barely 
make ends meet for his family, to both sides 
I say, “A plague on both your houses.” 

William H. Waxman 
Fresno, Calif. 


Jock talk 


In Caught on the Fly (TSN, December 
19), Bob Stanley stated that Doyle Alexander 
“could not hold my jock.” That comes as no 
surprise to a devout Red Sox fan such as my- 
self who saw his jock rocked all over Fenway 
Park for a decade. 

Need J remind everyone that it was the 
towering home run that Bob Stanley gave up 
to Reggie Jackson in the 1978 playoffs that 
was the deciding run in the 54 loss? Stanley 
Steamer also wild-pitched in the tying run in 
Game 6 of the 1986 World Series. 

In my opinion, the fact that Bob Stanley 
holds the record for innings pitched by an 
ALL. reliever says more about the pitiful state 
of the Red Sox bullpen in the 1980s rather 
than Steamer’s ability as an effective pitcher. 

Doug Stalnaker 
~ Lewes, Del. 


Bo doesn’t know 


How dare Bo Jackson threaten players 
that break the baseball strike (TSN, De- 
cember 26). Here is a man who has earned 


‘Deion Sanders in the Pro 
Bowl? it’s not the place for a 
one-dimensional player. On a 

running play, Deion shies 

away from the one-on-one 
contact. He does more 

backpedaling than a circus 
clown on a unicycle.’ 


Rich Keebler 
Munhall, Pa 


Commander and chief: Marino's triumph over Kansas City’s Montana last Saturday and his 
30 regular-season touchdown passes put him in the same company as Young and Aikman. 


tens of millions of dollars in wages and en- 
dorsements and is obviously set for life 
telling the struggling rookie and second- 
string player that he should continue to 
forgo his income or he will have a target on 
his back. 
Al Rickert 
Bradenton, Fla. 


Reality check 


Mike Lupica accuses the baseball owners 
of stealing the 1994 season and quite pos- 
sibly the next (TSN, December 26). Using 
the Grinch analogy, Mike infers that it’s be- 
cause the owners hate baseball and the fans. 
Get a grip, Mike. 

He says it’s easier for fans to be mad at the 
players because they know the players. It’s 
curious that Mike would not criticize his 
friends, the players, who are often the source 
of his material. 

I think it’s time for a reality check. 

First, baseball is a game. The poor players 
Mike hasn't got the guts to challenge are 
playing a stupid game. This is of important 
work. In fact, it is not work at all. The world 
could exist without professional baseball. 
The earth didn’t go cold and dark when the 
World Series went away. 

Second, even the average player makes 
more in one year than my son’s kindergarten 
teacher will make in his lifetime. The teacher 
is preparing a new generation for life. The 
baseball player isn’t giving them a thing. 

You tell me what’s askew here. 

Nick LaVecchia 
Carrollton, Tex. 


Is it just me or has anyone else noticed 
how the owners postponed imposing their 
salary cap twice, thus enabling retailers an 
extra 18 days to sell Major League Baseball 
merchandise during the biggest shopping 
period of the year? Had the owners stuck to 
their original deadline of December 5, they 
would have cut into their profits. On De- 
cember-23, the owners rewarded fans with 
the imposition of a salary cap, a Christmas 
present we could have done without. 

Fortunately, I have saved my receipts and 
plan to exchange everything for NFL ap- 
parel, an organization that realizes that it is 
the fans who make the organization work. 
The real losers in the work stoppage were 


The Sporting News 


the fans, who were denied seeing Tony 
Gwynn chase .400, seeing if Cleveland could 
actually win another pennant, and another 
exciting Fall Classic. 

Rich Gardner 


Riverside, Calif. 


The No Hockey League 


It’s too bad the NHL can’t get replacement 
owners. 

Matthew Larsen 

Federal Way, Wash. 


No Ramifications 


So the Rams are leaving. J thought they 
left Los Angeles when they went to Anaheim. 
See ya Rams, tell the Raiders to hit the 
lights when they go. 
Bill Tarter 
Downingtown, Pa. 


Elementary mistake 


Call it the “Sherlock Holmes 10-percent 
solution.” 

The Green Bay Packers home-field win- 
ning percentage is 53 percent (128-111-6), 
while their winning percentage in Mil- 
waukee is 63 percent (105-61-3) since they 
started splitting home games in 1933. Looks 
like the Pack should have left Green Bay in- 
stead of Milwaukee. 


Stuart C. Tentoni 
Delafield, Wis. 


He’s clown: Three of Sanders’ six intercep- 
tions were returhed for touchdowns. 
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Brett Favre’s winning touchdown against 
Atlanta triumphantly concluded the Packers’ 
memorable Milwaukee era. Dad’s season 
tickets since 1971 allowed me to see more 
than my share of lows and highs — from 
Ezra Johnson eating a hot dog on the bench 
during a preseason drubbing to, New Eng- 
land to the Monday night victory over 
Broadway Joe’s Jets in 1973, to Steve Odom’s 
95-yard opening kickoff return against the 
Seahawks for a child dying with cancer in 
1978, to Lynn Dickey’s 1982 35-23 comeback 
victory over the Rams after trailing, 23-0. The 
memories have not dimmed through years 
spent abroad with the United States Army. 

It was a classy move by Packers manage- 
ment to show appreciation to the Milwaukee 
fans by allowing them to get three season 
tickets in Green Bay a year. Maybe Mrs. 
Frontiere could learn a thing about loyalty. 
So, too, could uncooperative owners and 
greedy players who will soon make Robin 
Yount’s 3,000th hit, Hank Aaron’s first home 
park and Harvey Haddix’s 12 perfect innings 
ghostly memories of a proud city’s aban- 
doned stadium. 

Capt. Charles J. Olsen 
Ist Military Intelligence Battalion 
Wiesbaden, Germany 


The hall of hope 


I was pleasantly surprised by Mike Bass’ 
feature (TSN, December 19) on the emo- 
tional, diligent and creative baseball fans 
throughout the country who are doing their 
part to give their baseball heroes and rela- 
tives a shot at the Hall of Fame. I speak from 
experience as I have been part of the effort 
on behalf of former Brooklyn Dodgers 
pitcher Don Newcombe, who despite a 10- 
year career interrupted by the Korean War, 
became the only man to win the Rookie of 
the Year, Cy Young and MVP awards. 

Gregg A. Palermo 
Rochester, N.Y. 


Proof positive 


I couldn’t agree with Dave Kindred more 
(TSN, December 19) — the BBWAA should 
not hold the only votes to the Hall of Fame. 
Mr. Kindred’s top-10 choices are proof 
enough of that. When I see Steve Garvey’s 
name left off a voter’s top-10 list, it’s time to 


Babe question for Voices 


The 100th anniversary of Babe Ruth's 
birth will be February 6, and THE 
SPORTING NEws will celebrate the memory 
of the game’s most a figure by pub- 
— » lishing a special 

section. We would 
like to include your 
feelings about the 
Ruth legend as 
well, so we invite 
you to share your 
thoughts about 
what impact, if any, 
the Sultan of Swat 
has had on your 


The Bahe ‘ 
If you have been around long enough 

to remember seeing him in person, then 

we would like to hear your story. If you 

are somehow affected by his enduring 

legend, we would like to hear that as well. 
Be as brief as possible and send us 

your story by January 18 to TSN Babe 

Ruth Special, 1212 N. Lindbergh Blvd., St. ’ 

Louis, Mo, 63132. You also can fax us at 

314-993-7723 or send us electronic mail at 

TSNMAIL@aol.com. 


speak out. 


Bret Taber 
Yankton, S.D. 


It’s a Hail Gary flaw 


In your College Football Bowl Preview 
(TSN, December 19), there was reference to 
Michigan fans complaining about Coach 
Gary Moeller and going back to Game 3 of 
the ‘94 season when Colorado's last-second 
Hail Mary pass beat the Wolverines. 

I realized in the late 1970s when Moeller 


compiled a 6-24-3 record at Illinois that he 
didn’t have what it takes to be a successful 
head coach. When he became head coach at 
Michigan in 1990, I could only hope and pray 
that he could overcome the recessive Ohio 
State genes he possessed. My prayers went 
unanswered. 

Moeller did have some measure of suc- 
cess as long as he had Bo Schembechler’s 
recruits with Bo’s holdover assistant 
coaches. Now that those factors are no 
longer part of the program, Michigan foot- 
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ball will continue to decline. 
It’s become clear that Mo must go. 

Norman Blair 

Belleview, Mo. 


Got a comment? THE SPORTING NEWS 
would love to hear from you. Write Voice of 
the Fan, 1212 N. Lindbergh Blud., St. Louis, 
Mo. 63132, or fax your message to us at 314- 
993-7723. THE SPORTING NEWS reserves the 
right to edit letters for brevity and content. 
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AFC PLAYOFFS 


For one game, 


Testaverde rose above 
the disappointments that 
have marked his career 


‘All this 1s wonderful, but it means nothing, 
really. I mean, no one remembers what you do in 
the first round. All that matters is what happens 
from now on. What are they going to say on 
Super Bowl Sunday? So and So won, and oh, 


yes, Green Bay shut down Barry Sanders in the 


first round?’ 


— Packers defensive end Sean Jones 


By PAUL ATTNER 


ill it be that way for Vinny Tes- 

taverde, too? Will his perfor- 

mance against New England last 

Sunday become his one game of 

fame, a first-round footnote eventually over- 
| shadowed by much more significant happen- 
ings this January? Or has the Vinny we have 
grown to know and criticize now become a 
different quarterback, capable of all the su- 
perlatives once projected for his NFL career? 
Don't look to Vinny for an answer. Oh, he 
had such a great opportunity to unload on 


his detractors after his display against the, 


Patriots, After all, he threw nary an intercep- 
tion and at one point completed 11 consecu- 
tive passes. Unheard of stuff from Tes- 
taverde, particularly in pressure situations. 
But he has become wise in his years of tor- 
ment. No gloating, at least not this time, not 
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Not this time: This first-half fumble was about the only wart on the most satisfying day of Testaverde’s professional career. 


with Pittsburgh awaiting on Saturday with a 
defense that once again can turn the plaudits 
into boos. 

“T think this time he played above and be- 
yond what he has done,” says Mark Rypien, 
the Browns’ reserve quarterback who has 
become Vinny’s counselor and confidant 
this season. “The last few weeks he has 
shown what he is capable of doing. Instead 
of being uptight, he was really relaxed. It 
was great to see. He was smiling and 
laughing. Gosh, you see him long enough 
and you marvel at what he is (physically) ca- 
pable of doing. It just comes down to 
making the right decisions. That can be a 
problem for him.” 

But Rypien and Testaverde both know the 
victory over New England really means 
nothing to Vinny’s long-term evaluation as an 
NFL quarterback should his play against 
Pittsburgh suffer. Rypien, for goodness sake, 


once was a Super Bowl MVP; now, a year re- 
moved from being a Redskin, he is a $1-mil- 
lion backup to a guy who couldn’t even make 
it with Tampa Bay. 

Now Testaverde looms as the Browns’ 
major hope against the favored Steelers in 
their AFC semifinal. Until New England, that 
hardly would have seemed a morale booster 
for Cleveland. In two losses this season to 
Pittsburgh, Testaverde did not produce. He 
threw four interceptions in the first game, 
two more in the second against a defense 
that requires a precision performance from a 
quarterback for an opponent to have any 
chance. For a guy with a-career built on inac- 
curate passes and consistently erratic efforts, 
that seems like an overwhelming challenge. 
Really, Testaverde has never done much to 
make you think he is capable of being a top- 
flight NFL quarterback. But he certainly was 
a force last Sunday in a big game, a first in 


Chris Slade closed in but Testaverde recovered. He finished 20 for 30 for 268 yards with no interceptions. 


his career. 

Still, a 20-13 victory over a young New 
England team on the Browns’ home field 
doesn’t wipe out years of bad games. But it 
at least is something for Testaverde to try to 
build on, which is more than he usually has 
left himself. 

This is the scenario that Coach Bill Be- 
lichick — and perhaps only Belichick — 
imagined last season when he unloaded local 
hero Bernie Kosar and replaced him with 
Testaverde, an astounding move considering 
Kosar’s God-like standing within the Browns 
organization and Testaverde’s history of in- 
eptness. But Belichick considered Kosar a li- 
ability, not only because his skills had dimin- 
ished but also because he never bought into 
the coach’s rebuilding effort. Kosar didn’t re- 
spect Belichick’s offensive philosophies and 
openly showed his contempt; Testaverde 
wasn't about to @ppose anyone. So out went 
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Kosar and in came Vinny, who had been 
signed in the offseason as a free agent after 
Tampa Bay gave up on him. Belichick pro- 
claimed Testaverde the man who could lead 
the Browns to the playoffs. His confidence 
provoked snickers; no wonder the two men 
were giggling so much Sunday. 

If Vinny wouldn't gloat, Belichick made up 

for it: “There were a lot of people out there 
who didn’t think our quarterback could do it, 
but I tell you he came up big time today and 
I thought he played one hell of a football 
game.” 
Aw shucks, said Vinny after his first 
playoff game. “People are entitled to write 
and say what they want. It doesn’t mean I 
agree with it. But I can’t live my life wor- 
rying about that stuff. I just feel Iam blessed 
to have a great family and to be able to play a 
game that still is a lot of fun. I’ve always 
dreamed of having a chance to play in Jan- 
uary.” 

Just behind him, under a seat in his 
locker, was the game ball from the victory. It 
would go to his father, whose heart condi- 
tion prevents him from seeing any of his 
son’s games, live or on television. The elder 
Testaverde was in Cleveland but spent the 
day at his son’s house, getting occasional up- 
dates on the Browns’ progress. 

“The deal is,” says his son, “if we go to the 
Super Bowl, he attends the game.” 

Too bad his dad missed the New England 
showcase. Testaverde became everything 
Belichick wanted. Instead of panicking 
under pressure, he scrambled away from 
sacks and ran, unloaded it or threw accu- 
rately to his receivers. It wasn’t spectacular, 
but this offense isn’t designed to be gaudy. 
The Browns want to run it, wear out de- 
fenses, eliminate mistakes — they had one 
turnover against the Patriots — and keep de- 
fenses off-balance with passes. This time, 
Testaverde stayed with the game plan, rarely 
forced anything and showed he had touch 
and fire in his throws. The question always 
has been: Is Testaverde smart enough to 
handle the tasks of an NFL quarterback? In 
this game, he had an astonishing IQ. Just 
consider the numbers: 20 of 30, 268 yards 
and one touchdown, a meaningful 5-yarder 
off a scramble to former Tampa Bay team- 
mate Mark Carrier. 

“Very, very special,” is how Carrier de- 
scribed the catch. The two are longtime off- 
season workout mates and had joked during 
the week that they would team up on a 
score. Indeed, the other receivers kid them 
constantly about how Testaverde always 
seems to look in Carrier’s direction near the 
end zone. But when you've been through the 
torturous times they've endured, it’s easy to 
form a special bond. 

His Browns teammates have grown fond 
of Testaverde. He’s a likable guy, quiet and 
unassuming, a family man who came in with 
his mouth shut and his words carefully 
chosen. If he’s bitter about what has hap- 
pened to him, it doesn’t show. He accepts 
the tough questions and deflects the criti- 
cisms nicely. “It’s not fair for him to be 
blamed for everything every time we don’t 
win,” says safety Eric Turner, who gave Tes- 
taverde an early-week pep talk. “I told him to 
go in and take over and lead us and not 
worry. I told him when he did well, the same 

(media) who stabbed him in the back would 
be slapping him on the back and I'm right.” 

But much of the criticism hasn’t been un- 
fair. Testaverde won the Heisman Trophy, 


Rush hour: Irving Spikes drew a crowd on this 
carry. He finished with 49 of the Dolphins’ 132 
yards rushing against K.C. 


BROWNS 20, PATRIOTS 13 
WOW ENA nen O 10 0 3-13 
COVE ere ieee cee a 
First 
Cle—FG Stover 30, 7:20. 


Second Quarter : 
; N.E.—Thompson 13 pass from Bledsoe (Bahr kick), 
212. whe 
Cle—Carrier 5 pass from Testaverde (Stover kick), 
7:57. 
N.E.—FG Bahr 23, 14:30. 


Quarter 
Cle—Hoard 10 run (Stover kick), 12:39. 
Fi 


ourth 
Cle—FG Stover 21, 11:24. 
N.E.—FG Bahr 33, 13:30. 
A—77,452. 
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Byner 10-30, Testaverde 5- 19, Metcalf 2- 10. 

PASSING—New England, Bledsoe 21-50-3-235, O'Neill 
1-1-0-21. Cleveland, Testaverde 20-30-0-268. 

RECEIVING—New England, Brisby 6-83, Coates 6-79, 
Thompson 4-33, Timpson 2-20, C. Brown 1-21, Burke 1- 
8, K. Turner 1-7, Croom 1-5. Cleveland, Jackson 7-122, 
Alexander 5-69, Hartley 2-17, Byner 2-16, Carrier 2-13, 
Hoard 1-25, Kinchen 1-6. 

MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPTS—Cleveland, Stover 50, 


49. 
INTERCEPTIONS—Cleveland, E. Turner 1-28, Riddick 1- 
16, P. Johnson 1-3. 
KICKOFF RETURNS—New England, Thompson 4-71, 
Crittenden 1-28. Cleveland, Metcalf 2-46, Kinchen 1-24. 
PUNT RETURNS—New England, Brown 2-5. Cleveland, 


Metcalf 1-1. 
SACKS—New England, McGinest 1, Pitts 1. Cleveland, P. 
Johnson 1. 


OLPHINS 27, CHIEFS 17 
4 3 


D 
ee 0 0-17 
MiaB eccentric 7 10 10 0-27 
First Quarter : 
K.C.—Walker 1 pass from Montana (Elliott kick), 6:28. 


, Mia—Parmalee 1 run (Seyeroves kick}, 12:40. 
‘ee 57 pass from Montana (Elliot! kick}, 


Second Quarter 
Mia—FG Stoyanovich 40, 2:45. 
K.C.—FG Effiott 21, 8:48. 
Mia—R. Willams 1 pass from Marino {Stoyanovich 


kick), 14:38. 


Third Quarter 
eye 7 pass from Marino (Stoyanovich kick), 
” Mia—FG Stoyanovich 40, 13:14, 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING—Kansas City, Allen 14-64, Anders 5-17, Hill 
2-14, Montana 2-5. Miami, Parmalee 18-57, Spikes 9-49, 
McDuffie 1-19, Marino 2-4, Craver 1-3. 

PASSING—Kansas City, Monfana 26-37~ 1-314. Miami, 
Marino 22-29-0-257. 

RECEIVING—Kansas City, Anders 6-103, Allen 5-49, 
Birden 4-56, Cash 3-38, Walker 3-27, Dawson 3-21, Hill 
1-11, Davis 1-9. Miami, Fryar 6-71, Craver 4-35, Par- 
malee 2-34, K. Jackson 2-29, M. Williams 2-28, McDuitie 

-1. 


OFF 
1-14. Miami, McDuffie 2-57, Spikes 1-38. 
RETURNS—Kansas City, Carter 1-7. 
SACKS—Kansas City, Thomas 1. 


and he was the first player chosen in the 
1987 draft. He had that kind of talent. But he 
has been mostly mediocre. “I'd say that what 
happened in this game does wipe out every- 
thing bad from Tampa Bay,” he finally ad- 
mitted. But does it eliminate memories of 
his horrible performance his senior season 
in the Fiesta Bowl, when his University of 
Miami team lost the national title to Penn 
State? “No,” he answered. “Nothing will wipe 
out that other than a Super Bow! win.” 

First, though, looms Pittsburgh. The 
Browns’ most vigorous rival, the Steelers 
play the kind of aggressive, confusing de- 
fense that usually gives Testaverde fits. 
They will blitz and stunt a lot, and they aren't 
afraid to send cornerbacks or safeties after 
the quarterback instead of linebackers. The 
result has been, along with Dallas, the 
league’s best defense. With Vinny, it usually 
isn’t a problem of recognizing what a de- 
fense is doing against him. It’s more making 
the correct decision once he finishes the on- 
the-move analysis. 

“It helps to have played them a lot,” 
Rypien says, “because they might have 
caught onto something new (about playing 
defense). They aren’t like a Buddy Ryan de- 
fense. They come after you, but they don’t 
commit all out and leave themselves in a lot 
of man coverage. 

“Instead, most times if they send two 
guys, they will drop off two defensive 
linemen into coverage, so in reality they still 
only have a four-man rush. You just have to 
be able to recognize where the rush is 
coming from and who gets involved in the 
coverage. You really have three or four key 
people you must watch, guys like (corner- 
back Rod) Woodson, (linebacker Greg) 
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Dogged pursuit: Pepper TOKAI (left) and Carl Banks corner. Kevin 
Turner. The Patriots were held to 57 yards rushing. 


Lloyd and (linebacker Kevin) Greene.” 

Testaverde wasn’t particularly relaxed in 
either earlier Steelers game —“it’s been a 
problem for me to play well when I get up- 
tight for games” — and Rypien doesn’t think 
the team’s practice preparation was particu- 
larly nifty, either. But it is hard to imagine 
the Browns not being very ready for the 
third go-round. 

Certainly, their defense is capable of neu- 
tralizing the predictable Steelers offense, 
which does not present nearly the problems 
posed by the Patriots and their young quar- 
terback, Drew Bledsoe. Cleveland confused 
Bledsoe with its coverages and discouraged 
him with its pass-rush pressure, forcing him 
into three interceptions and a good 10 toss- 
aways to avoid sacks. Patriots Coach Bill 
Parcells helped out with a strange decision, 
‘ giving untested running back Corey (Who?) 
Croom his first action of the season and 
never using veteran Marion Butts. Croom 
was supposed to add outside speed but his 
35 yards on nine carries did little to help out 
Bledsoe. 

New England obviously wasn’t good 
enough for this playoff test, but the rest of 
the AFC better beat up on the Patriots while 
they can. With Bledsoe emerging as a top- 

- flight quarterback and Parcells sure to de- 
velop a running game, this is a team on the 
verge of future domination — and possibly 
the one to finally break the NFC hold on the 
Super Bowl. 


ut that is another season. For now, 

the AFC is left with a team with a 
questionable quarterback (Cleve- 

land), a team with great defense 

and so-so offense (Pittsburgh), a team with 
too much passing and not enough rushing 
(Miami) and a team of mystery (San Diego). 
The last two clubs will face off Sunday in 
the other conference semifinal at San Diego. 
Dan Marino is the only top-notch quarter- 
back left on the AFC side, but the Dolphins 
still are haunted with the same problem that 
has bewitched them during his tenure with 
the team. They have to win because of his 
passing; the ground game is not strong 


enough to take much 
pressure off him. And at 
times late this season, 
Marino has shown signs 
of being more than 
mortal. He has forced 
passes and not every per- 
formance has been scin- 
tillating. 

But at least the Dol- 
phins’ rushing defense 
has improved. Used to be 
opponents with strong 
running attacks would 
overwhelm Miami, wear- 
ing down the defense to 
offset any Marino magic. 
Now, the Dolphins actu- 
ally can control a stand- 
out rusher. Only Terry 
Allen and Thurman 
Thomas have gained 
more than 100 yards 
against them this season, 
and the Dolphins finished 
ranked sixth against the 
rush in the NFL, thanks 
in great part to the pres- 
ence of rookie tackle Tim 
Bowens and converted 
middle linebacker Bryan 
Cox. 

That new strength 
should serve them well against San Diego, 
which relies heavily on Natrone Means, the 
AFC’s second-leading rusher. Means and 
the Chargers last played against Miami 13 
months ago, and they walked away with a 
45-20 triumph at Jack Murphy Stadium after 
picking up 220 yards on the ground. Means 
rushed for three touchdowns and 118 yards 
that afternoon. No wonder Coach Don Shula 
describes his opponent as “a big, powerful 
team and it has shown that in the way 
they've played us in the past.” 

But the Chargers know something about 
history, too, and they remember meeting 
Miami at Joe Robbie Stadium two years ago 
in the playoffs. The result was a 31-0 romp 
in which San Diego quarterback Stan 
Humphries was awful. Humphries has im- 
proved greatly, but he still can be woeful, 
particularly if he is forced to become 
Marino-like and carry the Chargers along 
on his passing arm. 

Marino probably can’t wait to check out 
San Diego’s secondary in person. The 
Chargers were ranked 22nd against the 
pass, and they didn’t have to face Marino 
every week. Marino might not have re- 
ceiver Mark Ingram, whose bad right ankle 
might force him out of his second consecu- 
tive game, but that didn’t hinder the Dol- 
phins in their 27-17 victory over Kansas 
City last Saturday. Marino simply received 
more offensive help than Joe Montana, who 
might have played his final NFL game. He 
has one year left on his contract, but he 
wouldn’t say afterward whether he intended 
to retire. 

The two quarterback greats put on a spec- 
tacular first-half show, but Marino proved 
more steady in the second, particularly in 
the fourth quarter when Montana uncharac- 
teristically threw an interception at the Dol- 
phins’ goal line. He wound up passing for 
314 yards; Marino had 257 but no intercep- 
tions. 

“T just felt I couldn’t do much wrong if we 
were going to win,” Marino said. Up in 
Cleveland, Vinny knows exactly what he 
means. ¢ 

Paul Attner is a senior writer for THE 

- SPORTING NEWS. 
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Cowboys and 49ers 


By PAUL ATTNER 


n their quest to gain superiority over 
the 49ers, Dallas couldn’t have had 
these playoffs unfold more appropri- 
ately. A week before a likely matchup 
with San Francisco, the Cowboys will spend 
this Sunday afternoon defensing a mirror 


*C PLAYOFFS 


Central 
casting 


The Packers and Bears 
eam the right to be tuned 
black and blue by the 


image of the 49ers’ offense. 
Playing Green Bay and 
Brett Favre may not be the 
same as facing Steve Young, 
but the practice certainly 
could be beneficial for Barry 
Switzer and the Boys. 

Green Bay understand- 
ably isn’t all that excited 
about the task ahead. “They 
pretty much manhandle us,” 
safety LeRoy Butler says. 
And that has been when re- 
ceiver Sterling Sharpe has 
been healthy. Now that 
Sharpe is sidelined with a 
career-threatening neck in- 
jury, the Packers are facing 
an enormous challenge 
against the league’s No. 1- 
ranked defense. 

Favre continued his 
high-caliber play in leading 
the Packers over Detroit, 
16-12, last Saturday in an 
NFC first-round game, but 
he could generate only one 
touchdown, on the opening 
drive. Without Sharpe, the 
Packers have no game- 
breaking receivers. They are forced to 
nickel and dime their way into the end zone 
with quick timing passes and Favre improvi- 
sations, a precarious way to exist against the 
likes of the aggressive Cowboys. 

Still, so much of what Coach Mike Holm- 
gren, once a Bill Walsh assistant in San 
Francisco, does with the Packers’ offense is 
a copy of what Young does now with the 
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Buried Sanders: The NFL's rushing champion was shut down by the Packers. Despite 13 carries, 
Sanders finished with a career-low minus-1 yards. 
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49ers that it is almost 
like on-the-job training 
for the Cowboys. The 
precise slant-in routes, 
the slow-developing 
running plays, the for- 
mations and looks — it 
is Green Bay running 
Walsh as interpreted by 
Holmgren. 

It’s unfortunate for 
the Packers that Sharpe 
isn’t around, because 
after a season of incon- 
sistency, they are 
peaking at a point 
where they could have 
worried the Cowboys at 
full strength. Favre is 
becoming the patient, 
thinking quarterback 
that this offense needs. 
He isn’t trying to force 
big plays, a fault that 
has plagued his career. 
“At least we proved to 
our offense that we 
could score without 
Sterling,” said Holm- 
gren bravely after the 
victory over the Lions. 
But without Sharpe, 
Green Bay is left with a 
bunch of Brand X re- 
ceivers who just aren’t 
going to perform well 
enough to beat a team 
of Dallas’ caliber. 


Maybe that is why 
the Packers smiled so 


broadly after the Lions game. At least they 


have one postseason game they can relish. 
They had every reason to lose. They found 
out Sharpe would be missing only four days 
before kickoff, hardly time to absorb such a 
huge shock. And the Lions, despite a final- 
game loss to Miami, seemed ready to fill a 
spoiler’s role in the playoffs, thanks to the 
presence of Barry Sanders and quarterback 
David Krieg, who had played so well over 
the final month of the schedule. 

But the Packers’ defense, coached splen- 
didly by veteran coordinator Fritz Shurmur, 
performed admirably. “Fritz talked to us 
about how we had to make up for Sterling’s 
absence, and we knew it was true,” defen- 
sive end Sean Jones says. “In some ways, it 
gave us an emotional edge.” 

With the defensive line controlling the 
Lions’ offensive front, the Packers were able 
to accomplish a stunning daily double. They 
limited Sanders to a career-low minus-1 
yard — that is not a typo, folks — while also 
keeping decent pressure on Krieg. There is 
no way Sanders should be controlled so 
forcibly, but the Lions were lethargic and 
unimaginative on offense, failing to adjust to 
what Shurmur was doing to them. For the 
record book, Detroit set an NFL playoff low 
with its minus-4 rushing yards — a showing 
so dismal it could lead to Coach Wayne 
Fontes’ dismissal. 

“It's inconceivable because it is Barry 
Sanders,” Packers star Reggie White says. 
But White had a lot to do with making it 
conceivable. He moved from end to tackle, 
so the Lions couldn’t run away from him. In- 
stead, he became a disruptive force, 
messing up the blocking schemes and 
forcing Detroit to rely much too much on its 
passing attack. 

Now Shurmur and friends will try to find 
ways to control Troy Aikman and Emmitt 


Smith, a fas a ae pull. “Our thing 
is stop the run and not give up the big play,” 
says Shurmur, who showed his defense films 
of the last great Packers playoff victory at 
Lambeau Field, the Ice Bowl triumph over 
Dallas, just to make sure they understood 
the postseason tradition of Green Bay. 

Butler calls getting by Dallas “crashing 
through a steel wall.” Imagine what the 
Bears must think about having to face the 
49ers in San Francisco on Saturday. The 
Kryptonite Barrier? 


alk about a booby prize for regis- 

tering the only upset of the first 

round. Usually slow-poke Chicago 

overwhelmed underachieving 
Minnesota, 35-18, in part by opening up its 
passing offense and actually allowing quar- 
terback Steve Walsh to go downfield. Con- 
sidering how restricted he has been up to 
now, it was no wonder the change in 
strategy caught the Vikings unprepared. 
But don’t bet on San Francisco having sim- 
ilar difficulty handling anything Chicago 
cares to try in Candlestick Park. This one, 
folks, could be ugly. 

The Bears have to hope Coach Dave 
Wannstedt can figure out a way to defense 
the 49ers as well as he once did as the Cow- 
boys’ defensive coordinator. “Their offense 
was high-flying, and everybody figured the 
49ers were going to go all the way, playing 
at home,” says Bears safety Mark Carrier, 
remembering two years ago when Dallas 
beat the 49ers in the NFC championship 
game. “And he did a great job of defensing 
them and keeping them out of the big plays. 
I think the big thing there was they limited 
the 49ers’ big plays, got some turnovers and 
Emmitt Smith took over in the fourth 
quarter.” But other than the fact Chicago 
plays the same uncomplicated defense that 


A Bear in the air: Craham was Chicago's big-play re- 
ceiver against the Vikings. He finished with four recep- 
tions for 108 yards, including this first-quarter catch be- 


tween Vencie Glenn (25) and Ed McDaniel. 
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First Quarter 
G.B.—Levens 3 run ( Jacke kick), 7:24. 
Secend 
G.B.—FG Jacke 51, 12:04. 
Third 


ADE reat Hanson 38, 9:22. 
G.B.—FG Jacke 32, 14:49. 


Del—Perriman 3 pass from Krieg (Hanson kick), 1:25. 


G.B.—FG Jacke 28, 9: 
Det—Safety, Henitich ran out of the end zone from punt 
formation, 15:00. 
A—58, 125. 
First downs ... 18 
Rushes - yards 35-81 
L's 255 
Punt Returns 3-15 
Kickoff Returns... 3-45 
Interception Retums 0-0 
Comp-Att-int 23-38-0 
Sacked- Yards 1-7 
PUNES ...-c.s-osee 5-39 
Fumbles -Lost 0-0 
Penalties- Yards... 3-35 
Time of Possession... 37:28 


STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Detroil, Sanders 13-(minus 1), Kreig 1-1, 
Perriman 1- (minus 4). Green Bay, Bennett 22-70, Brooks 
1-13, Cobb 8-12, Favre 2-5, Levens 1-3, Hentrich 
(minus 22). 
PASSING—Detroil, Krieg 17-35-0-199. Green Bay, 


Favre 23-38-0-262. 

RE i 4- Se ea A a 
thews 3-36, Sanders 3-4 2-52, Hallock 1-15. 
Green Bay, beukr y aerbenet ocr Chmura 5-75, 
Morgan 3-33, Cobb 1-18, Mickens 1-17. 

MISSED FIELD GOAL ATTEMPT! it 


Green Bay, Jacke 37. 
Oe ore eee 
Gaon RETURNS—Detroil, ee 159, pat -27. 
Beil Harris 1-17, Jordan 1- 15,L 
ht: RETURNS—Detroit, ‘Gray ia 17. Geon Bay, 


Brooks 3- 15. 
SACKS—Detroil, Porcher %, Scroggins %. Green Bay, 
Paup 2, Jones 1, White 1. 
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has served Dallas so 
well, the Bears have nei- 
ther the personne! nor 
the track record of the 
Cowboys’ defensive unit. 

And do you think 
Deion Sanders will put in 


extra study time 
preparing for the Bears’ 
best receiver, Jeff 


Graham? And if Min- 
nesota’s Amp Lee, the 
former 49er, can catch 11 
passes for 161 yards 
against the Bears, as he 
did Sunday, imagine 
what Ricky Watters 
should be able to accom- 
plish for the 49ers? The 
same Ricky Watters who 
ran for five TDs in a divi- 
sional playoff victory over 
the Giants last year. 

“You guys are going to 
say we don’t have any 
players,” Bears line- 
backer Vinson Smith 
says. “You guys are 
going to say we're weak 
on both sides of the ball. 
Everybody has great 
players. Except us. If we 
can beat these guys (the 
Vi-kings), we feel we can 
beat anybody. But next 
week, we shouldn’t ever 
show up on the field. | 
& know we're go-ing to 
8 hear that.” 

Couldn’t have said it 
better myself. ® 


Paul Attner is a senior writer for 
THE SPORTING NEWS. 


BEARS 35. VIKINGS 18 


CRHEI§E scenes —— © W 7 M3 
€¢ 6 2 6 

Min—FG Reveiz 29, 6:59. 

teas ian eae 

Chi—Jennings 9 roms: Wash (Buserkick’), 6:57. 


pass 
Min—C. Carter 4 pass from Moon (pass fafied), 14:41. 


Third Quarter 
Chi—Ra. Harris 29 run (Butler kick }, 2:03. 
Min—FG Reveiz 48, 14:55. 


Feurth Quarter 
Pa, ‘Graham 21 pass from S. Walsh (Butler kick), 
ela aANG og el eal penne 9:24. 
i—Niniefield 48 fumble return (Butler kick), 11:55. 


ar 347. 


3- 39 
1-1 3-2 
6- 
25:21 
INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 
RUSHING—Chicago, Ra. Haris 13-67, Tillman 11-19, 
S. Walsh 5-5, J. Graham 1-3. Minnesota, Allen 12-27; S. 
Graham 4 - 13, Moon 2-9, R. Smith 1-0. 
PASSING—Chicago, A Walsh 15-23-1-221. Min- 
nesota, Moon 29-52-2 294, Salisbury 4-9-0-59. 


MISSED FELD GOAL ATTEMPTS — None 
INTERCEP Lincoln 1-12, Minter 1-7- 
meee 10. 


OFF RETURNS—Chicago, Lewis 2-47, Green 1-18. 
Manes Sin 182. 
, J, Graham 1-1. 


SAGKS--Chvcago, Armstrong 2. Minnesota, Parker 1. 
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Stay in the pocket, Joe, 
it’s not your time to go 


Bob 
GLAUBER 


r = = in 


here is every reason in the world 

for Joe Montana to say enough is 

enough and call an end to his 16- 

year career, There are four Super 
Bowl rings. Seven conference championship 
game appearances. Eight Pro Bowl selec- 
tions, And how many comebacks from sup- 
posed career-ending injuries? 

But then you see Montana back in the play- 
offs one more time, with the magic of his 
passes and the mystery of his stoic detach- 
ment, and you start to think something else. 
You start to think there is every reason in the 
world for him to continue playing. 


Whether it’s one more season or four more 
seasons, as long as Montana continues to dis- 
play the talents that have made him the 
greatest quarterback in National Football 
League history, there’s no reason to think he 
has had enough. 

Remember now, despite being 38 years 
old, Montana has not become the pathetic fig- 
ure that neither he nor anyone else wants to 
see. 

He is not Tommy Hearns continuing to 
fight because he doesn’t know when to give it 
up. He is not Joe Namath playing on wounded 
knees in Los Angeles after a brilliant career 
with the Jets. He is not Johnny Unitas hang- 
ing on for a year in San Diego. 

Montana is still better than 90 percent of 
the quarterbacks playing today, maybe more. 
Perhaps he can’t run as fast as he used to, and 
maybe the arm is not as strong as it once was. 
But by no means is Montana at the point 
where continuing to play would cause him 
embarrassment and place a black mark on his 
career. 

“Y’m still having fun,” Montana said after 
the Chiefs’ wild-card playoff loss to the Dol- 
phins. Watching Montana is still fun, too. 
Which is why there’s no reason for him to pay 
attention to those who say he should go out 
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muster: Miami tight end Greg Baty greets Montana after the Chiefs’ 27-17 playoff 
loss to the Dolphins, a game that proved Montana still has it. 


while his skills are still intact. He still loves 
the game, and the game is still better off for 
his presence. 

“T’ve always said that once you end your 
career, you can never go back,’ Montana 
says. Precisely the point. Like all great ath- 
letes nearing the end of their careers, Mon- 
tana doesn’t want to overstay his welcome. If 
there’s one thing you don’t want to do, it is to 
play until people feel sorry for you. But Mon- 
tana is still not at the point where he is just 
another athlete hanging around a year too 


long. There simply hasn’t been enough proof 
of that. 

If you want to call his second-half intercep- 
tion against the Dolphins a sign that it’s time 
to go, then fine. But if you’re truly convinced 
he’s at the end, then how do you explain his 
wondrous first half, when he looked like the 
Montana we have come to know through 
these 16 glorious seasons? 

Go ahead and chase Montana out of the 
game if you like. But I’m not buying any of it. 
It’s simply not his time to go. 


Stick around 


Deion Sanders will be the 
glamour free agent of the up- 
coming offseason, but don’t 
be surprised to see him stay 
right where he is. 

The 49ers included a $5- 
million option in 1995 on the 

_ contract Sanders signed in 
October, but they won’t ex- 
ercise that clause because it 
would count against their 
1994 cap — no room left 
there. The Niners want to 
sign him to a long-term deal, 
but the price tag could be 
steep — as much as $20 mil- 
lion over four years, depend- 
ing partly on Sanders’ base- 

* ball commitments. 

Deion calls signing with 
the 49ers “‘the best business 
decision I’ve ever made.” 
Sanders turned down $17 
million in New Orleans but 
positioned himself for a big- 
ger deal — and a slew of en- 
dorsement opportunities — 
by signing with a team that is 
a favorite to win the Super 
Bowl. 


Crash landing 

If you believe the Jets’ tail- 
spin is going to miraculously 
reverse itself, we bring you 
some sobering news: It is 
going to get worse before it 
gets better. It is going to get 


a lot worse. And unless the 
Jets’ front office and coach- 
ing staff — and perhaps 
more important, their owner 
— arrive at the same conclu- 
sion and begin tearing this 
team down and starting over 
again, then they are simply 
delaying the inevitable. What 
they are asking for are more 
6-10 seasons with no hope of 
turning the corner to re- 
spectability. 

Just look at the Jets and 
you'll see a team in need of a 
major overhaul. They need 
to draft a young quarterback, 
add an every-down running 
back, find some help in the 
offensive line and get a legiti- 
mate pass rusher. Three 
members of the secondary 
— James Hasty, Brian Wash- 
ington and Ronnie Lott — 
also could be replaced. 

Unfortunately for Jets ex- 
ecutives, they continue to 
believe they’re not far from 
being a successful team. “I 
don’t think we’re an elite 
team, but I think we’re a 
good enough team to still be 
playing (in the playoffs),”’ 
G.M. Dick Steinberg says. 
But the fact is, the Jets aren’t 
a good enough team to still 
be playing. If they were, 
they'd be playing. 

And now they face a dif- 
ficult future, one that is com- 
plicated further by Stein- 


berg’s health situation. He 
has been diagnosed with a 
form of stomach cancer, and 
his availability to the team 
will presumably be severely 
limited during the offseason 
while he undergoes chemo- 
therapy treatments. 


Burnout Il 


Count us out of the Dick 
Vermeil-back-to-the-NFL 
fan club. That Vermeil would 
even consider a return to the 
Eagles’ sideline after 12 
years away from the profes- 
sion is beyond us. If Vermeil 
thought burnout was a prob- 
lem in ’82, he ain’t seen 
nothin’ yet. With free agen- 
cy, the salary cap and talk 
radio, the pressure is greater 
now than it’s ever been. 

And assuming the general 
manager's duties on top of 
coaching? Please. 


Quick hits 

Enough is enough in Buf- 
falo, where the Bills have lost 
too many key free-agent 
players the last two years, 
including tackles Howard 
Ballard and Will Wolford, 
linebacker Shane Conlan and 
cornerback Nate Odomes. 
The Bills will concentrate on 
re-signing their top free 
agents, including linebacker 


Cornelius Bennett and 
strong safety Henry Jones. 
... Another team in better 
position to re-sign key play- 
ers is the Giants, who pared 
$10 million in salaries last 
year but lost three starting 
defensive backs and three of- 
fensive linemen. Running 
back/kick returner Dave 
Meggett is a high priority, 
but look for the Patriots and 
Browns to get into the bid- 
ding process. Meggett would 
love to play for Bill Parcells 
or Bill Belichick. The Giants 
will take a good look at Cow- 
boys defensive end Tony 
Tolbert, an excellent all- 


High stakes: Meggett will 
stir up plenty of interest. 


around player who can help 
their pass rush. 

Look for Bengals defen- 
sive tackle Dan Wilkinson to 
be more productive in 1995. 
The Bengals have hired re- 
tiring defensive tackle Tim 
Krumrie to work with the 
team’s defensive tackles 
next season, and that should 
be a big plus for Wilkinson. 
Former defensive line coach 
Joe Wessel couldn’t get con- 
sistent quality play from 
Wilkinson. Wessel has been 
switched to special teams 
coach. ... The Browns are 
negotiating with linebacker 
Carl Banks on a two-year 
contract extension. Banks is 
also open to the idea of re- 
maining in Cleveland as an 
assistant coach when his 
playing career ends. The 
Browns’ defensive system is 
much more to Banks’ liking 
than the one he played in in 
Washington last season. He 
has been able to play almost 
exclusively over the tight 
end. In Washington, he was 
asked to do a variety of 
things in Richie Petitbon’s 
system, like drop back into 
zones and occasionally rush 
the passer. 

Look for former Cowboys 
defensive tackle Tony Casil- 
las to try and persuade Dal- 
las Coach Barry Switzer to 
give him a contract in 1995, 


Casillas, who reneged on a 
three-year deal with the 
Chiefs during training camp 
and then signed a one-year 
deal with the Jets in October, 
would love to go back to the 
Cowboys. 

Should be interesting to 
see what the Vikings do with 
star defensive tackle Henry 
Thomas in ’95. Thomas is 
the team’s franchise player, 
but his contract expires after 
this season. He made $2.39 
million on a team that in re- 
cent years has shed many 
high-salaried players, includ- 
ing Chris Doleman, Herschel 
Walker, Keith Millard and 
Joey Browner. But unlike 
those players, Thomas is at 
the peak of his career, and 
the Vikings would be taking a 
huge risk by trying to re- 
place him with a younger, 
cheaper player. If Vikings 
defensive coordinator Tony 
Dungy gets a head-coaching 
job, look for him to make a 
push at signing Thomas. @ 


SMGCKERS S2\\SEAGTion Pal! 


Answer the questions below and send or fax us this form. Monthly winners will be chosen 
from completed entries by random drawing. All entries are automatically 


included in random drawing for Grand Prize at year’s end. 


MONTHLY PRIZE: A case of SNICKERS bars. 
GRAND PRIZE: An all-expenses-paid trip for two to the hall of fame of your choice (3 days/2 nights). 


1. Who has coached in the most Super 
Bowls? 

A. Tom Landry 

B. Don Shula 

C. Chuck Noll 


2. Who has caught the most passes in 
Super Bowl history? 

A. Andre Reed 

B. Jerry Rice 

C. Lynn Swann 


3. Who holds the NFL record for most 
points scored in a game? 

A. Paul Hornung 

B. Gale Sayers 

C. Ernie Nevers 


4. Who is the only player in NFL history 
to record two safeties in a game? 

A. Mark Gastineau 

B. Fred Dryer 

C. Reggie White 


5. What team registered an NFL record 
72 sacks in a season? 

A. Bears 

B. Steelers 

C. Vikings 


THIS MONTH: FOOTBALL 


6. What NFL team was the first to put 
emblems on its helmets? 

A. Bears 

B. Rams 

C. Eagles 


7. What year did the Raiders begin 
playing in Los Angeles? 

A. 1979 

B. 1982 

C. 1984 


8. Where is the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
located? 

A. Cleveland, OH 

B. Toledo, OH 

C. Canton, OH 


9. Whose nickname was “The Kansas 
Comet’? 

A. Bob Hayes 

B. Gale Sayers 

C. Lance Alworth 


10. What NFL team originally drafted 
Johnny Unitas? 

A. Steelers 

B. Bears 

C. Redskins 


11. Who was the last rookie to lead the 
NEL in rushing? 
A. Earl Campbell 
B. Ottis Anderson 
C. Eric Dickerson 


12. Who was the last Heisman Trophy 
winner to be taken with the first overall 
pick in the NFL draft? 

A. Vinny Testaverde 

B. Bo Jackson 

C. Andre Ware 


13. Which one of these star defensive 
backs was never drafted by an NFL 
team? 

A. Lem Barney 

B. Everson Walls 

C. Mel Blount 


14. What is the best candy bar in the 
U.S.? (hint: SNICKERS) 
A. Snickers 


You leap into the air for the game-winning pass; if you catch it, your team’s in the playoffs. 


Name 
Address 
City, State, Zip 


But Ronnie Lott’s got you dead in his sights. Thoughts? 


You’re the quarterback with a man you think is open in the end zone...but you’re not sure, 
because 1,200 pounds of human flesh are blocking the view. What’s your move? 


Show us some ‘tude. The most interesting responses will be published monthly! 


Age 


Phone 


When hunger hits you, 
nothing satisfies like a SNICKERS’ Bar. 


SMIGKERS 


SEND THIS FORM TO THE SPORTING NEWS, P.O. BOX 3004, OAKHURST, NJ 07755. 
OR FAX IT TO 908/517-8562. DEADLINE: JANUARY 24, 1995. 


“Packed with peanuts, SNICKERS really satisfies.” 


issue, 
4, 


Watch for 
results in the 
January 30th 
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BUFFALO BILLS 


Well positioned: Coach 
Marv Levy made a bold 
declaration -when he 
said the Bills were “well 
_ positioned” to re-sign 
j their top two unre- 
' stricted free-agent pri- 
orities — linebacker 
Cornelius Bennett and safety Henry Jones. “T 
shouldn’t be farming John’s territory,” Levy 
says, referring to General Manager John But- 
ler. “I’m not in the negotiations, but I feel 
they’ll both be here.” Levy’s comments were 
interesting because it had been speculated 
that the Bills would have difficulty re-signing 
Bennett. He reportedly is seeking a raise 
from $2 million to $3.5 million, which would 
make him the team’s highest-paid player. 
That’s saying something because the Bills 
have a defensive end named Bruce Smith, 
who is scheduled to make $2.8 million in 
1995. And Smith was by far the Bills’ best 
player — at any position — last season. He 
finished with 10 sacks, double Bennett’s 
total. Jones has been designated a transition 
free agent. 


Coaches stay put: Levy says he does not 
plan any changes on the Bills’ coaching staff. 
Defensive coordinator Walt Corey has been 
criticized on the radio airwaves, but he and 
the other assistants have Levy’s support. “I 
have a lot of faith in our coaches,” he says. 
“It’s a staff that has gone to four Super 
Bowls.”... Because of the team’s earliest 
season end since 1987, Levy and his as- 
sistants will have more time to evaluate rook- 
ie and free-agent talent. “If there’s any ad- 
vantage at all, although it’s not something I 
wouldn’t trade in a minute, of being out of the 
playoffs, it’s that our coaching staff is able to 
do a great deal of college scouting and a lot of 
work in studying the free-agent list of the 
NFL,” Levy says. ... Bills fans also have 
been knocked off their championship throne. 
For the first time since 1987, the Bills did not 
lead the NFL in attendance, dropping to No. 
2 behind Kansas City. —Vit Canucci 


CINCINNATI BENGALS 


Klingler soothed: The 
uncertainty of the Ben- 
gals in ’95 begins at 
quarterback. Despite 
the emergence of Jeff 
; Blake and his 3-6 record 
as a starter compared 
with David Klingler’s 4- 
20, General Manager Mike Brown declared 
the job open. “It’s going to be won on the 
field: next year and not in an offseason de- 
bate,” Brown says. ‘““The guy who can win for 
us consistently will be the guy. It could be 
one of these guys or somebody else.”’ Before 
leaving Cincinnati for the winter, Klingler 
raised his fears with Brown last week. Al- 
though Klingler was mum on the meeting, 
there is no doubt his confidence was dealt a 
serious blow early in the season when an uni- 
dentified Bengals assistant said Klingler 
wasn’t the answer. Brown assured Klingler 
he has no such feelings. Heightening the un- 
certainty is that Klingler is in the last year of 
a contract paying him $1.1 million this sea- 
son, and Blake is a restricted free agent. 
Brown also points out that Klingler has had a 
sore elbow and shoulder. He was to undergo 
arthroscopic surgery this week to determine 


what is causing inflammation in the elbow. 


Motivator: As expected, 12-year veteran 
Tim Krumrie was named a defensive as- 
sistant coach in charge of the tackles. His job 
is to light a fire under No. 1 pick Dan Wilkin- 
son, put an NFL body on second-year end 
John Copeland and get Keith Rucker down to 
about 315 pounds. Coach Dave Shula says if 
the three don’t respond, Krumrie would be 
“their worst nightmare.” .. . To make room 
for Krumrie, the Bengals promoted defensive 
assistant Bobby DePaul to line coach and 
moved line coach Joe Wessel to special 
teams, after firing Marv Braden. Critics say 
Braden took the fall for a team that doesn’t 
put specialists at the top of its priority list. 
When asked whether he got a fair shot, Bra- 
den says, “I got a shot.” —GeorF HOBSON 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 


Action Jackson: Wide 
receiver Michael Jack- 
son would like to forget 
the Browns’ December 
18 game against the 
= Steelers. He caught two 
passes for 25 yards, 
failed to keep his feet in- 
bounds on an end-zone pass, fumbled once 
and dropped another pass. Jackson was criti- 
cized the following week by a Cleveland col- 
umnist, showed up late for a team meeting 
and was benched for the season finale. Fortu- 
nately for the Browns, the benching served 
as a wakeup call. In last Sunday’s wild-card 
playoff game against the Patriots, Jackson 
caught a season-high seven passes for 122 
yards. The Browns will need a similar effort if 
they hope to beat the Steelers in Saturday’s 
divisional playoff game. Without Jackson, the 
offense becomes stagnant and predictable. 
The Browns rolled up 379 yards (125 on the 
ground) against the Patriots as Jackson 
stretched the defense and opened up the run- 
ning game. ““We’re happy we won, but we’re 
not overjoyed,” tackle Tony Jones said after 
the game. “We have to focus on Pittsburgh. 
We haven’t played too well there lately.” . . . 
The Browns have not won at Three Rivers 
Stadium since 1989. 


Coaching search: The Browns are in the 
market for two assistant coaches. One will 
replace defensive coordinator Nick Saban, 
who will become coach at Michigan State. 
The other will replace quarterbacks coach 
Rod Dowhower, who is expected to take over 
at Vanderbilt. If they stay within the organi- 
zation, a candidate for Saban’s job is Rick 
Venturi, the defensive backs coach who is 
credited with the improvement of rookie cor- 
ner Antonio Langham. Receivers coach Mike 
Sheppard could be asked to step in for Dow- 
hower. ... Cornerback Reginald Jones has 
been placed on injured reserve (knee). His 
roster spot will be filled by practice-squad 
lineman Jed Devries. —JEFF SCHUDEL 


Head hunting: Owner 
Pat Bowlen says he 
|} wants a new coach who 
can make the most of 


' Elway’s fading talents. 
“T think that’s impor- 
tant,’’ Bowlen says. 
“John Elway is a very special player. He’s 
probably a player who will only come through 


DENVER BRONCOS | 


these headquarters once in my lifetime, and I 
definitely want to see him have the op- 
portunity to fulfill his career ambitions and 
my career ambitions, which are to win the 
Super Bowl. So is it the No. 1 priority? No, 
but it’s close.”” Bowlen, who fired Wade Phill- 
ips after two unproductive seasons, report- 
edly would like to lure former Broncos as- 
sistant Mike Shanahan away from the 49ers. 
But Bowlen says he will shop the market- 
place, looking at assistants, college coaches, 
former coaches and former coaches doing 
television color. Elway, 34, probably has two 
or three seasons left. “I’m sure Mr. Bowlen 
will pick whoever he feels is the right guy,” 
Elway says. “If it’s Mike Shahahan, great.” 


Big turnover: Phillips was not the only Bron- 
cos coaching casualty. Fourteen assistants 
are out of work, including offensive coordina- 
tor Jim Fassel and defensive coordinator 
Charlie Waters, who resigned two days be- 
fore the firings. ... Phillips has been men- 
tioned among candidates to take over in 
Houston if the Oilers decide to replace Jeff 
Fisher. Bum Phillips, Wade’s father, still is a 
big name in the city. . . . Bowlen left the play- 
er personnel department, headed by Bob 
Ferguson, in place. But the new coach will be 
given authority to choose his own staff. Fer- 
guson will have plenty of work over the next 
month. The Broncos have 14 potential unre- 
stricted free agents, including safety Steve 
Atwater, center Dave Widell and defensive 
tackle Ted Washington. . . . Elway’s backup, 
Hugh Millen, was signed to a two-year con- 
tract. —JOSEPH SANCHEZ 


HOUSTON OILERS 


Fisher’s status un- 
settled: Coach Jeff 
Fisher is going about his 
business as usual, not 
knowing if he will be re- 

SS tained. General Man- 
' ager Floyd Reese is 
going to check out other 
candidates, although there may be no formal 
interviews. Fisher still has the inside track, 
but he is in a difficult situation because he 
can’t talk seriously with assistant coaches he 
wants as part of his new staff. The Oilers 
would like to have the situation settled within 
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the next two weeks. When Denver fired 
Wade Phillips, there was immediate specula- 
tion in Houston that he would be the leading 
candidate for the Oilers, which club sources 
denied. Phillips, who served as an Oilers as- 
sistant for five years under his father, Bum 
Phillips, would love to return to the Oilers as 
head coach, but it won’t happen. 


Shakeup among assistants: One of the 
team’s better assistant coaches, Charlie Bag- 
gett, resigned to become the assistant head 
coach at his alma mater, Michigan State. 
Baggett, who did an excellent job with the re- 
ceivers, came to the Oilers from the Spar- 
tans. One rumor about his replacement is 
former Oilers receiver/return specialist Billy 
(White Shoes) Johnson... . . Assistant coaches 
Bob Young (offensive line), Jim Stanley (de- 
fensive line), Tom Bettis (secondary) and 
Frank Novak (special teams) were told they . 
could look for new jobs without waiting until 
their contracts expired February 15.... Do 
not expect receivers Webster Slaughter, 
Haywood Jeffires and Ernest Givins to ail re- 
turn. Their combined cap money next season 
is $5.7 million. A big receiver with speed is at 
the top of the Oilers’ free-agent shopping list, 
and they are also expected to use a high draft 
choice on a receiver. To keep Jeffires from 
becoming an unrestricted free agent, the Oil- 
ers would have to exercise his option Febru- 
ary 1 and pay him $600,000. —JOHN MCCLAIN 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 


Set at quarterback: 
The company line of di- 
rector of football opera- 
tions Bill Tobin on the 
quarterback situation is 
/ Taising eyebrows. 
Though he says he re- 
mains open to all pos- 
sibilities, Tobin says he “would be comfort- 
able going into next season with the same 
quarterbacks we had this year.”’ Tobin re- 
mains committed to Jim Harbaugh and be- 
lieves the trio that also includes Don 
Majkowski and Browning Nagle is formidable 
enough to get the Colts into the playoffs. 
Majkowski is an unrestricted free agent. Be- 
yond the quarterback situation, the Colts 
need to stock up at tight end and wide re- 
ceiver. Sean Dawkins and Floyd Turner will 
stick, but they need to be surrounded by 
other quality receivers to share the load. One 
of those receivers needs to have deep-threat 
potential. At tight end, the Colts need to cut 
their losses with Kerry Cash, who had a sub- 
par year after a contract holdout. . . . For the 
second consecutive year, the Colts must de- 
cide what to do with defensive end Jon Hand, 
31. Last year, after making the rounds to 
several teams in free agency, he signed a 
two-year contract with the Colts worth $3.4 
million. This season he played in only five 
games after breaking his leg in Week 3. It re- 
mains a big question whether the Colts can 
afford to allot $1.7 million toward the salary 
cap to an aging player who has had a limited 
impact. 

Surging ahead: The play of rookie Lamont 
Warren has given Ted Marchibroda and his 
staff a good problem. Toward the end of the 
year, Warren appeared to move ahead of Ro- 
nald Humphrey to be Marshall Faulk’s chief 
backup, and he has proved to be a steady re- 
ceiver and return man. Marchibroda indi- 
cated he would try to find a way to get War- 
ren the ball more next season and didn’t rule 
out the possibility of occasionally using War- 
ren at wide receiver. TERAY HUTCHENS 
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KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


At a crossroads: The 
Chiefs’ window of op- 
portunity, which they 
knew wasn’t very wide 
. when they acquired Joe 
Montana and Marcus 
Allen, could be ready to 
slam shut. That makes 
this the most crucial offseason of the Carl 
Peterson-Marty Schottenheimer era. Among 
their free agents will be three starters — 
wide receiver J.J. Birden, offensive tackle 
Derrick Graham and linebacker Tracy Si- 
mien. But the Chiefs might also have holes at 
quarterback, running back and left tackle. It 
is possible Montana, Allen and John Alt have 
played their last games. The priority for fill- 
ing a need should be at wide receiver, how- 
ever. The Chiefs don’t have a big-play re- 
ceiver who gives defensive coordinators 
nightmares. They passed last year on making 
serious bids for free agents such as Tim 
Brown and Haywood Jeffires, and that was a 
mistake. The defense, particularly at line- 
backer and along the line, also needs repair. 


Key question: Montana now begins to de- 
bate the question America has been asking: 
Will he play another season? “‘ really haven’t 
thought about it,” he said after the playoff 
loss in Miami. “I didn’t think I’d have to be 
thinking about it this soon.’’ Likely to weigh 
in his decision is whether the Chiefs make the 
necessary improvements, including adding a 
big-play wide receiver. ... Allen’s fourth- 
quarter, drive-killing fumble against the Dol- 
phins was his third turnover at a crucial junc- 
ture this season. . . . After relinquishing their 
AFC West title, the Chiefs received only a 
slight break from the schedule-makers. This 
season, they had seven games against playoff 
teams from the previous season; next season, 
they will have six. Other than eight division 
games, the Chiefs will play at Arizona, Cleve- 
land, Dallas and Miami and at home against 
Houston, New England, the Giants and Wash- 
ington. — ADAM TEICHER 


™ LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 


Shell game: When 
Coach Art Shell was 
asked after a season- 
ending loss to Kansas 
City if he had been given 
/ a win-or-else ultima- 
tum, he dismissed the 
questioner with con- 
tempt. But two days later, Shell addressed 
the same question’ with less rancor. “I get 
evaluated just like everybody else,” he says. 
“Tf there’s a need for a change here, then 
that’s out of my hands.” . . . Owner Al Davis 
is said to be depressed over the failure of a 
team that was tabbed as a Super Bow! con- 
tender to even make the playoffs. But it’s un- 
‘ certain what he might do. Davis still is bitter 
about his last coaching experience before 
Shell. He went outside the organization to 
hire Mike Shanahan, who came from the 
Broncos with ideas contrary to the Raiders’ 
way of thinking. When those ideas failed to 
generate victories, Davis fired Shanahan four 
games into his second season. Bringing in an- 
other strong-minded outsider would be an 
unlikely Davis move. ... So whom would be 
the choice if Davis were to hire from inside 
the organization? Receivers coach Fred Bilet- 


nikoff appears to be a Davis favorite. Of- 
fensive line coach Mike White has frequently 
been mentioned as coaching material, but 
he’s 58. Offensive coordinator Tom Walsh 
would seem an unlikely choice after clashing 
with quarterback Jeff Hostetler this season 
and defensive coordinator John Fox, 39, 
probably needs more seasoning after a good 
first year with the Raiders. 


Senior citizens: Guard Max Montoya an- 
nounced his retirement — again. The 16- 
year veteran told reporters after the Chiefs 
game that he won't be back. That, of course, 
is what Montoya said after last season, before 
the Raiders talked him into returning. ... 
Backup quarterback Vince Evans, a 15-year 
veteran, is expected back next season at age 
40. —STEVE SPRINGER 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 


Special effects: Never 
in the history of the 
NFL had a team allowed 
a return touchdown in 
three consecutive 
' weeks until the Dol- 
phins did it the last 
three regular-season 
games. So for the playoffs, they have made 
some subtle adjustments. Starting corner- 
back J.B. Brown, one of the fastest players on 
the team, is playing the role of safety on kick- 
offs. Starting fullback James Saxon, who had 
been the special-teams captain until he was 
forced to play full time on offense, is back on 
special teams. And starting running back 
Bernie Parmalee, another special-teams 
player until he was moved into the starting 
lineup, is seeing some duty on punt teams. 
The Chiefs failed to score on a kickoff or punt 
return last Saturday. .. . Defense coach Tom 
Olivadotti is perhaps the most embattled 
coach on the staff. Despite the fact the de- 
fense has played well the latter part of the 
season, radio talk shows have been merciless 
in their criticism of him. For the playoff game 
against the Chiefs, someone hung a huge bed 
sheet in Joe Robbie Stadium that read “Bring 
back Arnsparger.”’ Bill Arnsparger, now with 
the Chargers, is a former Dolphins defensive 
coordinator. Despite the attacks, it is practi- 
cally a certainty Olivadotti will be signed to a 
contract extension. 


Stepping up: Linebacker Jesse Solomon, 
playing for injured Dwight Hollier, earned a 
game ball against the Chiefs. After making 
only one tackle all season, Solomon made 
eight last Saturday. . .. Dolphins secondary 
coach Mel Phillips says cornerback Troy Vin- 
cent is now “among the top echelon of cor- 
ners in the league.” Vincent is averaging five 
tackles in the Dolphins’ last seven games and 
leads the team in pass breakups. “I think 
that’s a great honor, considering how people 
were down on us,” Vincent says of Phillips’ 
statement. —ARMANDO SALGUERO 


NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 


On track: The Patriots 
head into the offseason 
secure in the knowledge 
they are on the right 
track based on a 10-6 
} record and their first 
playoff appearance 
since 1986. But they 
also know there is work to be done. “‘T like 
what this team has done, particularly winning 
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Day of the Dolphin: Dan Marino completed 
22 of 29 passes against the Chiefs. 


five games on the road,”’ Coach Bill Parcells 
says. ““That’s the singular best accomplish- 
ment this team has had all year. But this team 
isn’t a finished product here. We have a lot to 
do to improve this team. We’re a better team 
now than we were a year ago. We're not in 
this to progress. We’re in this to win a cham- 
pionship.” ... To Owner Robert Kraft, the 
Patriots’ 20-13 loss to the Browns in the AFC 
wild-card game was the beginning of some- 
thing, not the end. “To be 10-6 after being 2- 
14 two years ago is a tremendous ac- 
complishment,” Kraft says. ‘“We need three 
or four more players to give us a balanced at- 
tack on both sides of the bail to improve our- 
selves for next year. Bill and I have been talk- 
ing about the things we need to. do to improve 
next year. We're going to doit.” 


Back pain: The Patriots’ most pressing need 
is for a featured running back. Marion Butts 
was benched in favor of second-year man 
Corey Croom in the playoff loss to Cleveland, 
even though Croom hadn’t run a play from 
scrimmage all season. Croom gained 35 
yards in nine carries. Butts, who averaged 
2.9 yards a carry, clearly is not in the team’s 
plans. . . . In addition to a back who can take 
pressure off quarterback Drew Bledsoe, the 
Pats need a big defensive lineman to put in- 
side pressure on opposing quarterbacks and a 
physical center who can keep inside lineback- 
ers from dominating games... . . Barring in- 
jury, Bledsoe’s original contract probably will 
expire after next season. Although he signed 
a six-year deal in 1993, the final three years 
could be voided if Bledsoe has 40 starts. He 
has 29 starts. — KEVIN MANNIX 


NEW YORK JETS 


Bad strategy: After 
failing to make the play- 
offs for a third consecu- 
tive season, the Jets 
have learned a painful 
lesson: You can’t import 
success. “What we did 
last year was try to en- 
hance what we had and bring in some guys 
who we thought could knock us over the 
top,’ Coach Pete Carroll says. “When we 
look back on it, it didn’t happen. The method 
of bringing in players of that stature didn’t 
work for us.” What does that mean for 1995? 
It means Ronnie Lott, who turns 36 in May, 
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and Art Monk, 37, probably won't be back. 
Lott says he is willing to return in a backup 
role, but the club may not have that luxury. 
Lott, who didn’t have an interception for the 
first time in his brilliant 14-year career, says, 
“You can sugarcoat it and say, ‘You still had 
more tackles than you did (in 1993), but I 
don’t think I was as productive.” Monk had 
46 receptions and three touchdowns, but the 
Jets must add new blood — and more speed 
— at receiver. Boomer Esiason and Nick 
Lowery, two other marquee names signed 
the past two years, probably will return. 


Mo better rush: Linebacker Mo Lewis, ar- 
guably the best player on the team, says he 
didn’t get as many pass-rushing opportunities 
as he had been promised. Lewis, frustrated 
that he lost in the Pro Bow! voting to sack 
artists such as Greg Lloyd, Kevin Greene and 
Derrick Thomas, finished with six sacks — 
three in the meaningless season finale in 
Houston. Lewis says he received about eight 
pass-rushing opportunities a game — mostly 
on blitzes. . .. General Manager Dick Stein- 
berg says part of the team’s problems could 
be psychological. ‘“‘We have to get over the 
‘same ol’ Jets thing,’ ” he says. “We have to 
get over believing, after you win two games, 
you're a dynasty. Or, after you lose, you're a 
troubled franchise. . .. We're pie St 
that closely.” —Ricn Cimini 


PITTSBURGH STEELERS 


Good news: The extra 
week off that goes with 
home-field advantage 
has helped the Steelers. 
It gave them time to 
’ rest a long list of injured 
players, including cor- 
nerback Rod Woodson, 
linebacker Greg Lloyd, tight end Eric Green 
and running backs Barry Foster and Bam 
Morris. Woodson, who sprained his knee ina 
December 18 victory over the Browns, is the 
most seriously injured, but he will play Satur- 
day when the Steelers try for their third vic- 
tory of the season over the Browns and their 
first in a playoff game under Coach Bill Cow- 
her. Woodson and Lloyd are the keys to the 
Steelers defense. Lloyd allows Kevin Greene, 
the NFL sack leader (14), more freedom on 
the opposite side. If the Browns use an extra 
tight end to block Greene, as they did suc- 
cessfully in their last meeting, look for Lloyd 
and safety Carnell Lake on weakside blitzes, 
... New special-teams coach Bobby April has 
dramatically improved a punt-coverage unit 
that surrendered three touchdowns last sea- 
son and let the Chiefs make a critical block in 
a playoff loss at Kansas City. The 1994 Steel- 
ers finished fourth, allowing an average re- 
turn of 6.7 yards. 


Coaching Capers: The Steelers probably 
will get a slap on the wrist for allowing the 
expansion Panthers to interview defensive 
coordinator Dom Capers for their head- 
coaching position. Cowher says he thought 
the Panthers had received permission from 
President Dan Rooney. The contact violates 
a league rule that prohibits teams from even 
asking permission to talk to an assistant 
coach until the season, including playoffs, is 
over. “My focus right now is getting ready to 
win a playoff game,” Capers says. The loss of 
Capers, who devised the defensive scheme 
that produced a league-high 55 sacks and sur- 
rendered the fewest yards (179.6 per game) 
in the AFC, would be a major biow for the 
Steelers. ERRY 
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SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


Loose offense: Ralph 
Friedgen, the Chargers’ 
offensive coordinator, 
promises his unit won't 
be uptight for the AFC 
) semifinal game Sunday 
' against the Dolphins. “I 

look at the playoffs, and 
to me we have nothing to lose and everything 
to gain,” Friedgen says. ‘“‘Nobody picked us 
to be here. We should just go out and play as 
loose as anything.” The offense performed 
well in Friedgen’s first season as the lone of- 
fensive coordinator. In the NFL’s 13 main of- 
fensive categories, the Chargers’ worst rank- 
ing was 13th, in third-down percentage and 
sacks per play — still in the upper half. “Not 
a lot of teams in the NFL can say that,” 
Friedgen says. No others, in fact. The Charg- 
ers placed 11th in’total offense; the better- 
known defense was No. 14. ‘““There seems to 
be a tendency not to give our guys credit,”’ 
Friedgen says. “I haven’t made a big deal out 
of it, but our statistics were better than our 
defense. Yet the perception is not that way. 
And I don’t mean to knock our defense. I 
think it has done a hell of a job.” 


Thumbs up: Quarterback Stan Humphries’ 
sprained thumb on his throwing hand isn’t ex- 
pected to prevent him from playing. Left 
guard Joe Cocozzo (foot) returns to the lineup 
after missing three starts. The Chargers 
hope right guard Joe Milinichik (knee, elbow) 
can go. If not, Eric Jonassen would replace 
him. ... Rookie Andre Coleman was named 
the AFC’s special-teams player of the month. 
In December, Coleman had a 26.9-yard aver- 
age on 20 kickoff returns. He brought back 
one kick 90 yards to become the first Charg- 
er to return two kickoffs for scores. . . . Wide 
receiver Shawn Jefferson was arrested for 
driving under the influence and carrying a 
concealed weapon in an automobile. Coach 
Bobby Ross says he will not suspend or fine 
Jefferson during the playoffs, but possibly will 
later. —JAY PARIS 


SEATTLE SEAHAWKS 
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Sweet sorrow: The fir- 
ing of Tom Flores, who 
a) served three seasons as 
| Ad coach and six as general 
he oN manager, was a signal 
] that the Behring family 
* will not tolerate a sub- 
par offense. University 
of Miami Coach Dennis Erickson and 49ers 
offensive coordinator Mike Shanahan head a 
short list of candidates that also includes 
former Cardinals coach Joe Bugel and former 
Seahawks defensive coordinator Rusty Till- 
man. Under Flores, the Seahawks finished 
28th, 23rd and 24th in total offense, and their 
passing attack never ranked higher than 
25th. “(Replacing Flores) is something we 
felt we had to do to take the team in a new di- 
rection,” President David Behring says. “We 
just weren’t advancing and improving as fast 
‘as we hoped for. If you look over our won-loss 
record over the last three years (14-34), you 
will see it isn’t one of the better ones in the 
league.” ... The chances of Bill Walsh join- 
ing the organization as a consultant, as re- 
ported, are not good. The Behrings plan to 
reorganize the front office without a general 
manager, hire a coach and let him decide if he 
thinks Walsh would help. 


Caught by surprise: Flores tried to talk the 
Behring family into letting him stay on as 
coach and general manager. Flores’ 12-man 
coaching staff also was fired, although of- 
fensive line coach Howard Mudd, running 
backs coach Clarence Shelmon, Tillman and a 
few others could be rehired. “The only ba- 
rometer we're judged by . . . is whether you 
win or lose — and we didn’t win,” Flores 
says. “There are a lot of empty seats in the 
stadium. Somebody has to be blamed.” 
Flores says he will not return to coaching... . 
Look for the Seahawks to bring in a new 
backup quarterback, Dan McGwire was a fa- 
vorite of Flores and offensive coordinator 
Larry Kennan, but ownership soured on him 
late in the season. — JOHN CLAYTON 


ARIZONA CARDINALS 


Offensive overhaul: 
Coach Buddy Ryan 
wasted little time in 
making offseason 
moves. Two days after 
’ the Cardinals lost to At- 
Janta in the season fi- 
nale, Ryan began meet- 
ing individually with players. He told quarter- 
back Steve Beuerlein and receivers Ricky 
Proehl and Gary Clark that they would be 
among the team’s six players available in the 
expansion draft. The three players won’t be 
back even if they aren’t taken. Ryan told re- 
ceiver Randal Hill and offensive tackle Rick 
Cunningham the team would not try to re- 
sign them. And Ryan said outside linebacker 
Wilber Marshall and safety Andre Waters 
would not be back. The changes on offense 
leave the Cardinals without starters at quar- 
terback and receiver. Ryan would like quar- 
terback Jay Schroeder to return as a backup 
and also wants Jim McMahon back. Add Jeff 
Hostetler to the list of quarterbacks (with 
Randall Cunningham and free agent Craig 
Erickson) the Cardinals might try to pursue. 
In addition to looking at free agents to fill the 
receiver spots, Ryan began converting run- 
ning back Chuck Levy to receiver near the 
end of the season, and he says he believes 
practice-squad player Kevin Knox, a rookie 
from Florida State, will develop. 


Changing backs: Ryan also announced that 


W 
Time to play: Robert Harris and the Vikings 
sacked the Bears’ Steve Walsh just once. 
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Garrison Hearst would become the featured 
running back ahead of Ronald Moore, who 
must be re-signed. Ryan has blamed the play- 
ers for the team’s poor offense. “If you do 
your job, then the whole thing works,” Ryan 
says. Beuerlein disagrees. “We have good 
people on-this team, and I think it was a learn- 
ing process,’’ he says. ‘I think people 
weren't used right the whole season.” Ryan 
says he fully supports offensive coordinator 
Dave Atkins, who took considerable heat this 
season for the lack of scoring. The team fin- 
ished 25th in total offense. SOMERS 


ATLANTA FALCONS 


Working room: Wheth- 
er or not Andre Rison 
bolts via free agency, 
the Falcons are in good 
_ position under the sal- 
' ary cap to make some 
improvements for next 
season. With 28 players 
under contract for "95, the team still has 
some $12 million available to retain free 
agents or sign new players. The figure climbs 
$2.7 million if defensive end Chris Doleman, 
who is under contract but says he wants to 
play elsewhere, is dealt away. The Falcons 
need to upgrade a defense that has ranked 
among the worst in the league for three con- 
secutive seasons. Help is needed at corner- 
back, safety, linebacker and, if Doleman 
leaves, at end. Re-signing or replacing Rison 
is the top priority on offense. Upset that the 
team didn’t offer him a contract extension be- 
fore the season ended, Rison says he is leav- 
ing. The Falcons say they will fight to keep 
him. Fullback Craig Heyward and linebacker 
Clay Matthews were signed to contract ex- 
tensions. The decision to give Matthews a 
one-year extension must be questioned. He 
will be 39 in March, and though he is still a 
serviceable player (he was third on the team 
in tackles this year), he is no longer the kind 
of talent who can help the Falcons make up 
ground on the 49ers. 


Going conventional: Coach June Jones has 
officially scrapped the 4-2-5 base defense he 
started with in favor of the 4-3 the team 
switched to after a midseason injury to safety 
Roger Harper. .. . An offseason priority will 
be to keep the weight off Heyward and of- 
fensive tackles Bob Whitfield and Lincoln 
Kennedy. Heyward’s contract includes an in- 
centive of up to $100,000 for reporting to 
training camp between 250 and 260 pounds. 
He forfeited a similar bonus two years ago 
with the Bears. The Falcons want Kennedy 
to drop down from 350 to 300 pounds, then 
build his strength from there. —TONY FABRIZIO 


CHICAGO BEARS 


Unhappy backup: Erik 
Kramer has been the 
odd man out in the 
starting-quarterback 
derby, and he may want 
out of the organization 
after the playoffs. 
Kramer signed a three- 
year, $8.1-million contract last February, but 
he led the Bears to only one victory in five 
starts. Steve Walsh was 8-3 as the starter in 
the regular season and will lead the Bears 
into Saturday’s playoff game at San Fran- 
cisco. Asked if he wants to return to the 
Bears next season under the current condi- 
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tions, Kramer says; “I don’t know. I will have 
to sit down with (Coach) Dave (Wannstedt) 
and just talk about it after the season and kind 
of see what kind of direction they want to go 
in. It has been real difficult. It has been the 
toughest season I have ever been through.” 
Walsh, who can become a free agent at the 
end of the season, signed for $600,000 last 
April but will command much more on the 
open market this time around. Kramer has no 
leverage, other than to ask to be traded or re- 
leased so he can try to make his own deal 
with another club. 


Decision time: The word could come down 
next week. Or the week after that. Whenever 
the Bears’ postseason concludes, Wannstedt 
will call in his players individually to let them 
know what the organization has planned for 
them. The free-agency signing period begins 
February 17 and the rookie scouting combine 
in Indianapolis begins in early February, so 
the Bears have little time to make long-term 
personnel decisions. ... Wannstedt says the 
playoff victory over the Vikings will help lure 


free agents in the offseason. “‘Last year we 
trigued. The Super Bowl followed me,” he 
says. “We had some success last year, but 
guys around the league really weren't sure 
that we would, in the second year, jump into 
the playoffs.”’ —FRED MITCHELL 
Emmitt is ready: Em- 
>< mitt Smith, nursing a 
==) hamstring injury, was 
@ able to ares Texte 
Qn == ing last Friday. It was a 
TS g y 
' and Smith ran well, “I 
feel like it should be 
ready,” says Smith, who ran for 133 yards 
and two touchdowns against Green Bay No- 
vember 24. “The muscle is getting back 
Those who saw the practice would say that’s 
an understatement. Especially defensive 
back Dave Thomas, who tried unsuccessfully 
to chase down Smith from behind on one run. 
“Emmitt is the man,” guard Nate Newton 
what Emmitt does for the team. .. . Wide re- 
ceiver Michael Irvin (strained quadriceps) 
also practiced pain-free during the club’s bye 
week for the first time in several weeks. The 
bye also aided cornerback Larry Brown’s 
nickel safety Brock Marion, who missed the 
final two games. 
Early signings: Nickel back Bill Bates and 
deep-snapper Dale Hellestrae already have 
been signed to one-year contract extensions, 
$15,000 signing bonuses that will be spread 
over two seasons. ... The Cowboys continue 
to talk contract with defensive end Tony Tol- 
bert and Irvin, trying to get them signed be- 
fore free agency begins. Of the 15 free 
noski are the club’s top three re-signing pri- 
orities. .. . For the second time in three sea- 
sons, the Cowboys finished with the league’s 
top-ranked defense in terms of yards allowed 
per game. The Cowboys allowed 13 fewer 
defensive coordinator Butch Davis’ pre- 
season boast that “we'll have a better de- 
fense than last season.”” The Cowboys fin- 
ished with the NFL’s 10th-ranked defense 
last season. —MICKEY SPAGNOLA 


had a lot of (free-agent) players who were in- 

non-contact practice, 
stronger, and I feel comfortable with it.” 
says. “We love all our stars, but we know 
sprained left shoulder and the broken rib of 
receiving the $162,000 minimum plus 
agents, Irvin, Tolbert and center Mark Step- 
yards than Pittsburgh, lending credence to 

a, 
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The Sporting News 


Patience: The long wait 
begins for Coach Wayne 
Fontes, whose fate will 
be determined before 
the Super Bowl. Fontes, 
j who appeared to be on 
’ firm ground three 

weeks ago, suddenly is 
under fire after watching his team lose its 
regular-season finale at Miami and its playoff 
opener to the Packers. The Lions did not 
manage a first down in the opening half 
against the Dolphins, and the Packers held 
Barry Sanders to minus-1 yard and Herman 
Moore to two receptions. Owner William 
Clay Ford wants to win. But if he can’t do 
that, he wants to go down with guns blazing 
in a high-powered offense. Fontes will have 
to appease Ford by making a strong commit- 
ment to the offense and the development of 
quarterback Scott Mitchell. Maybe Fontes 
could achieve that with a few changes in his 
staff. Or maybe a head-coaching change is 
needed. . . . In the final two weeks of the sea- 
son, first-round draft pick Johnnie Morton 
made an excellent TD catch and returned a 
kickoff 93 yards. But in the 16-12 playoff loss 
to the Packers, Morton didn’t step onto the 
field. There’s no excuse for a player with 
Morton’s skills to ride the bench. 


No Gray area: The Lions have hinted that 
Mel Gray, who made $600,000 last season, 
might price himself out of Detroit. The Lions’ 
reasoning: Gray will be 34, he’s one- 
dimensional and injury prone. But that logic is 
flawed. The three kickoffs Gray returned for 
touchdowns this season barely scratch the 
surface of his value. Opponents were willing 
to kick short and give up good field position 
rather than risk letting Gray go the distance. 
The Lions do have a safety valve. They can 
give Gray his money and if his skills truly 
have diminished, cut him by midseason and 
save half of his salary. Losing Gray would be 
a horrible offseason move for a team that can- 
not afford any false steps. | —TOM KOWALSKI 


GREEN BAY PACKERS 


Future shock: The 
Packers face the un- 
happy possibility of a fu- 
ture without Sterling 
Sharpe, their brilliant 
receiver. An examina- 
tion of Sharpe’s spine 
last week revealed an 
abnormal amount of looseness between the 
first and second cervical vertebrae in his 
neck. Sharpe was told the two vertebrae 
must be fused to avoid possible paralysis, but 
medical experts say the procedure almost 
certainly would leave him vulnerable to rein- 
jury and with too little neck rotation to func- 
tion as a wide receiver. Sharpe’s financial ad- 


SS 


: viser, William (Tank) Black, says Sharpe is 


optimistic about recovery but didn’t say any- 
thing definite about his future. Sharpe 
doesn’t speak to reporters. “Knowing Ster- 
ling and how determined he is, if he can come 
back he will,” Black says. Doctors say the 
condition, discovered after Sharpe suffered 
“stingers” in consecutive games, was the re- 
sult of many years of football contact. The 
Packers know replacing a premier player 
won't occur overnight. “Those guys don’t 
walk in off the streets,’ G.M. Ron Wolf says. 


The Green Bay way: DOD Levens (25) celebrates his fi rst career TD. 


“You can think that you’re going to get a free 
agent or a guy in the draft, but you’re not. 
You’re living in la-la Jand if you think that.” 


Another blow: Running back LeShon John- 
son also was lost with a torn anterior cruciate 
ligament in his knee. He suffered the injury 
during practice the same day Sharpe’s injury 
was announced. ... Without Sharpe, who 
caught four touchdown passes against Dallas 
on Thanksgiving, the Packers will be hard- 
pressed to score points against the Cowboys’ 
No. 1-ranked pass defense. Robert Brooks 
will continue to play Sharpe’s flanker posi- 
tion, and Anthony Morgan will play split end. 
Morgan is hampered by a calf strain and is 
less than 100 percent. To add depth at re- 
ceiver, the team activated Bill Schroeder 
from the practice squad. © —TOM SILVERSTEIN 


LOS ANGELES RAMS 


Testing, testing: Line- 
backer Roman Phifer 
and wide receiver Flip- 
per Anderson, the 
ys Rams’ top unrestricted 
\/ free agents, say they 
will test the free-agent 
market. Unless the 
Rams offer them above-market deals, which 
is unlikely, they won’t be re-signing anytime 
soon. Both say they wouldn’t mind returning, 
but the bottom line is money — they will go 
where the dollars are. The Rams could afford 
to lose Anderson if they add a top-notch re- 
ceiver, but Phifer would be hard to replace. 

. . Eight of the Rams’ 11 unrestricted free 
agents are on offense, but only two were 
starters — Anderson and guard Tom New- 
berry. The others are quarterback Chris 
Chandler, running backs Johnny Bailey and 
David Lang, tackle Jackie Slater, tight end 
Ron Middleton and long-snapper Blair Bush. 
Slater is considering retirement. ... The 
Rams would like to re-sign Newberry as a 
backup center/guard. Newberry likes the 
idea, but only if he doesn’t have to take a 
drastic cut in salary. 


Not so fast: The Rams say their deal with St. 
Louis has run into snags and might not be fi- 
nalized anytime soon. There’s a chance the 
Rams might push negotiations all the way to 
the February 12 deadline for notifying the 
NFL of their intention to move. “Somebody is 
going to have to give,” team President John 
Shaw says. ... Coach Chuck Knox’s status 
should be clarified before any move is an- 


nounced. Shaw says he will meet with Knox 
and Owner Georgia Frontiere in the near fu- 
ture. 49ers offensive coordinator Mike Shana- 
han’s name already has surfaced as a replace- 
ment for Knox, who has one year remaining on 
a four-year contract. On paper, it makes 
sense. Shanahan’s expertise is on offense, 
where the Rams have floundered the past two 
seasons, and he is a big-name assistant, which 
Shaw reportedly wants. —JIM THOMAS 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 


Six starters to watch: 
The Vikings have 19 un- 
restricted free agents, 
but six starters to watch 
.. this offseason are defen- 
i sive tackle Henry Tho- 
mas, kicker Fuad Re- 
veiz, wide receiver Jake 
Reed, cornerback Anthony Parker, line- 
backer Carlos Jenkins and safety Todd Scott. 
The Vikings would like to keep Reed and 
Parker, who finished strong seasons as first- 
time starters. Thomas, Jenkins and Scott will 
likely be gone. Reveiz wants to be paid what 
the top five kickers in the league earn. “T 
don’t want to break the bank,” says Reveiz, 
who needs two more field goals to eclipse 
John Carney’s NFL record of 29 ina row.... 
A key area to watch in the offseason is the Vi- 
kings’ backfield. Despite the talented quartet 
of Terry Allen, Amp Lee, Scottie Graham 
and Robert Smith, the Vikings ranked 20th in 
the NFL in rushing and gained 40 yards on 17 
carries in their playoff loss to the Bears. Lee, 
who made $200,000, set a team playoff 
record with 11 catches for 161 yards — but 
no rushing yards. Allen is under contract to 
earn $1.5 million. He has sandwiched 1,000- 
yard seasons around knee surgery but could 
be the odd man out. 


Coaching carousel: Although neither defen- 
sive coordinator Tony Dungy nor wide re- 
ceivers coach Jerry Rhome wants to talk 
about it, both will be candidates for coaching 
vacancies. Dungy hopes to land the head- 
coaching job that has eluded him. Rhome 
might be headed to Houston to become of- 
fensive coordinator. ... Dennis Green joins 
Buddy Ryan and Ted Marchibroda as active 
NFL coaches who are 0-3 in the postseason. 
Jim Mora is 0-4. . . . Green and Warren Moon 
say Moon will be back next season, the first 
time in three seasons the Vikings won’t have 
made a change in their No. 1 quarterback. 
Don’t be surprised if they draft a quarterback 
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with one of their two first-round choices and 
let him develop under Moon. Brown 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 


~ Help wanted: The 
a. Saints have openings for 
a. 4} a defensive coordinator 
and defensive line coach 
=~ after Coach Jim Mora 
| fired Steve Sidwell and 
John Pease. The moves 
were a surprise. Both 
coached with Mora for more than a decade 
and were members of his first Saints staff in 
1986. Mora says “the toughest decision” of 
his coaching career was necessary because of 
“philosophical differences.” Mora initiated 
this season’s switch to'an attack style of de- 
fense — one featuring younger players. 
Mora also is responsible for the departure of 
key defensive starters, including linebackers 
Rickey Jackson and Vaughan Johnson, nose 
tackle Jim Wilks and defensive backs Gene 
Atkins, Toi Cook and Brett Maxie. The 
Saints allowed 407 points, second-most in 
franchise history. In 1992, they gave up the 
fewest points in the NFL for the second con- 
secutive season. ... Neither Sidwell nor 
Pease would second-guess Mora. Says Pease: 
“T’m sure Jim felt like he needed to make a 
move. I’ve been with him for 12 years, and 
that’s longer than with two of my wives.” 


Good humor man: just hours after being 
fired, Pease taped the following greeting on 
his telephone answering machine: “Hello, this 
is the Pease residence. If you would like a copy 
of the Saints’ offensive play book, please 
punch one, followed by the pound key. A copy 
of the Saints’ defensive play book, punch two, 
followed by the pound key. And finally, a copy 
of Jim Mora’s philosophy of football, punch 
three.” The message was followed by a brief 
chuckle. ... The Saints will seek a defensive 
coordinator with NFL experience. Among 
those available: Rusty Tillman, Seahawks; 
Bud Carson, Eagles; and Charlie Waters and 
Wade Phillips, formerly of the Broncos. There 
is no timetable, Mora says. Finding a quality 
candidate could be difficult because Mora has 
one year left on his contract. | —MIKE STROM 


NEW YORK GIANTS 


Evaluations: When the 
coaching staff com- 
pletes its six-man ex- 
pansion list, don’t be 
surprised to see former 
starting tight end Derek 
Brown on it. He has fall- 
en behind first-year free 
agent Brian Kozlowski on the depth chart. 
Brown, who has impressed no one since 
being drafted out of Notre Dame in 1992, 
dropped the only pass thrown to him this sea- 
son. He spent most of his active time on spe- 
cial teams. Brown could benefit from a 
change of scenery, and the Giants would ben- 
efit from shedding his $725,000 salary. ... 
Coach Dan Reeves says he will ask G.M. 
George Young for more say-so on free-agent 
spending, “Let’s don’t go crazy and overpay a 
guy here when we need it somewhere else,” 
Reeves says. Young says he takes input from 
his coaches seriously. “Arbitrary is not a 
word in my dictionary,” Young says. 

Brown to rest: Quarterback Dave Brown's 
immediate offseason orders from offensive 
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coordinator George Henshaw went some- 
thing like this: Get lost! “‘He said the best 
thing to do was get away from football,” 
Brown says. He will report for the team’s off- 
season training program in March for inten- 
sive study. “He made some positive plays,’ 
Henshaw says. “But he’s got to correct the 
mistakes where he got tricked by the de- 
fense.” ,. . Running back David Meggett will 
need surgery on the bothersome bone spur 
on his right ankle. Meggett is one of the Gi- 
ants’ nine unrestricted free agents. Among 
the others: linebacker Corey Miller, defen- 
sive linemen Erik Howard and Mike Fox and 
kicker Brad Daluiso. They also have seven 
restricted free agents of consequence, in- 
cluding cornerback Phillippi Sparks, quarter- 
back Kent Graham and defensive tackle Sta- 
cey Dillard. Young says one or two of those 
players may be signed before the February 
17 start of free agency. —ERNIE PALLADINO 


PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 


Decision time: The Ea- 
gles have 14 players 
who will become unre- 
stricted free agents 
next month. The five 
/ they are most likely to 
attempt to re-sign are 
quarterback Bubby 
Brister, running back James Joseph, lineback- 
ers Britt Hager and Vaughan Johnson and of- 
fensive tackle Tom McHale. If the Eagles 
trade Randall Cunningham during the offsea- 
son, a very good possibility, Brister could 
wind up being the starter in ’95. Linebacker 
Byron Evans, who suffered a severe leg and 
knee injury in November, also will become an 
unrestricted free agent. But the Eagles prob- 
ably won’t try to re-sign him until he com- 
pletely recuperates. Cornerback Eric Allen, 
the team’s transition player, also will become 
a free agent. Allen was voted into the Pro 
Bowl for the fifth time even though he had a 
subpar season. He is expected to draw some 
interest. But the Eagles, who have the right 
of first refusal, hope to re-sign him. 


Randall may go: Eagles Owner Jeff Lurie 
says the decision on whether the enigmatic 
Cunningham stays or goes will be left com- 
pletely to the new head coach. ‘““That’s part of 
the head coach’s major decision-making, not 
part of the owner’s major decision-making,” 
Lurie says. Cunningham is coming off one of 
his most disappointing seasons. He threw key 
fourth-quarter interceptions in three late- 
season losses. He was benched for the final 
two games. .. . If Dick Vermeil takes the Ea- 
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gles’ head-coaching job, he apparently is hop- 
ing to persuade Bud Carson to stay on as the 
club’s defensive coordinator. Vermeil’s top 
choice for offensive coordinator is said to be 
Vikings receivers coach Jerry Rhome, a 
former offensive coordinator with Arizona. 
... The city finally is installing a new artificial 
surface at Veterans Stadium. The old surface 
was regarded as one of the worst — and most 
—PAUL DoMOWwITCH 


CHUCK RYDLEWSKI 


No Charlie Ward: Dilfer sprained an ankle 
playing in a pickup basketball game. 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 


Shanahan is hot: Of- 
fensive coordinator 
Mike Shanahan may 
have his pick of head- 
coaching jobs when the 
' season is over, and it 
seems certain he will 
take one of them. 
Shanahan, who turned down the Broncos two 
years ago and accepted a big raise from the 
49ers, is on the short lists at Seattle and Den- 
ver, and as many as five teams may pursue 
him. Shanahan says his experience as Raiders 
coach in 1988 and ’89 taught him that he 
needs some control over personnel. “My job 
is better than 15 to 18 head-coaching jobs,” 
he says. ‘‘But I would like to be a head coach 
and actually run the organization from a foot- 
ball standpoint.” .. . Shanahan was the first 
non-Bill Walsh disciple to run the offense 
since Walsh’s arrival in 1979, and the 49ers 
set a team record by scoring 31.6 points a 
game. 


Deion may return: Coach George Seifert 


Hockey Free Agents 
who can be claimed if they 

are playing, after Noon on 
Friday, Jan. 6th and before 

9 PM on Thursday, Jan. 12th, 
and be on your team for games 
Starting Friday, Jan. 13th. 
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PO ID PLAYER/TEAM SALARY 
G 12 John Vanblesbrouck, Florida $2,730,000 
C 122 Mike Modano, Dallas $1,860,000 
W 326 Mike Gartner, Toronto $1,890,000 


W 415 Esa Tikkanen, St. Louis $950,000 
D 602 Ray Bourque, Boston $2,070,000 
D 664 Yves Racine, Philadelphia $870,000 


1 Mone Cas Prize Winwens THAN Any OTHER NarionAL CHALLENGE! 


says he may use Deion Sanders as a kick re- 
turner during the playoffs, though probably 
not before the NFC championship game. In 
five years with the Falcons, Sanders scored 
three touchdowns on kickoff returns and two 
on punt returns. Seifert resisted using Sand- 
ers to return’ kicks to reduce injury risk. . . . 
The use of Sanders on special teams appears 
to be the only lineup change the 49ers are 
contemplating. Even if defensive end Richard 
Dent comes through his workouts in perfect 
shape, he wouldn’t see more than spot pass- 
rush duty in the playoffs. ... After the best 
statistical season ever by an NFL passer, 
Steve Young understands the pressure is on 
him. Says Young: “‘Not doing it the last two 
years makes it very clear. You’re crazy to 
think this is not imperative that we win the 
championship.” ... Some players grumbled 
about the 49ers playing reserves against the 
Vikings in the regular-season finale. Seifert 
says it was the best strategy to keep the team 
healthy for the playoffs. —IRA MILLER 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


Sale process heats up: 
The new year was ex- 
pected to bring several 
new offers for the Bucs 
with Yankees Owner 
/ George Steinbrenner, 
Dixon Ticonderoga pen- 
cil magnate Gino Pala 
and West Palm Beach financier Malcolm 
Glazer expected to put in bids for the fran- 
chise the first week of January. But the big- 
gest offer is expected to come from Orioles 
Owner Peter Angelos, who is prepared to 
offer $200 million to buy the franchise and 
move it to Baltimore. Steinbrenner, a Tampa 
resident, sees his fellow baseball owner as a 
serious competitor. ‘“He’s not just a lot of 
bravado,” Steinbrenner says. ‘‘I’ve seen him 
in action. There are some guys whose names 
I’ve seen (as prospective buyers) who are at 
this point, in my opinion, just talk. But not so 
with Angelos.” So far, the only actual offer 
for the franchise has come from a group 
headed by Tampa developer Tom Shannon 
and Outback Steakhouse executives Chris 
Sullivan and Bob Basham, who would keep 
the team in Tampa. That offer was believed 
to be worth between $150 million and $160 
million and is good until Monday. 

Dilfer sprains ankle: Quarterback Trent Dil- 
fer was walking around on crutches last week 
after spraining his ankle playing pickup bas- 
ketball Christmas morning. According to 
trainer Chris Smith, X-rays were negative 
and the sprain does not appear to be too seri- 


who can be claimed after 

2 PM on Monday, Jan. 9th 

and before 11 PM on 

Sunday, Jan. 15th, and be on 

your team for games starting 

Monday, January 16th. 
SALARY 


Jason Kidd, Dallas $2,900,000 
y Del Negro, San Antonio $1,120,000 
$3,860,000 
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ous. .. . Coach Sam Wyche says the current 
uncertain status of the franchise could affect 
Tampa Bay’s free-agency plans. “We'll have 
to work harder on the free-agency end of it,” 
he says. “I’m going to have to sell some play- 
ers on the idea that regardless of who the 
coach is, or regardless of who the owner is, 
this is a great place to be. Then, I’m going to 
have to convince them that the efforts being 
made to keep the team here are going to be 
successful.” CK PUGLIESE 


WASHINGTON REDSKINS 


High hopes for Heath: 
The Redskins hope 
Heath Shuler will pick 
up next July where he 
left offin December. He . 
' started four games in 
December and com- 
pleted 59 of 115 passes 
for 914 yards with six touchdowns and three 
interceptions. His quarterback rating rose 
from 37.7 in his first five appearances to 84.4 
in his last four. Shuler, who fell behind during 
a 13-day holdout, says he wished the team 
had several more games. “I was starting to 
feel and understand why plays were being 
called, and for what reason,” he says. “In the 
past, I had no clue.” Coach Norv Turner 
says: “He’s at a point physically where he 
does a lot of things well. He needs to play in 
football games. We can simulate that a great 
deal in minicamps and in summer-school 
work, But he’s a guy who’s going to need to 
play a great deal in the preseason next year 
and just continue to get in those situations.” 


Optimism: After the Redskins’ season- 
ending victory over the Rams, Owner Jack 
Kent Cooke was talking Super Bowls. ‘What 
pleased me the most was the calmness and 
the fortitude that Norv Turner showed 
throughout the season,” Cooke says. “There 
was no hysterical outburst, no deep-rooted 
gloom and groans. I have such complete con- 
fidence — which I believe is justified — in 
Norv. The days we enjoyed under Joe Gibbs 
will be back again, with us going to many 
Super Bowls and winning quite a few.” ... 
The Redskins’ Ken Harvey tied for second in 
the NFL with 13% sacks. Harvey appeared 
to have 14% when he sacked Chris Miller of 
the Rams in the finale and forced a fumble. 
Referee Dale Hamer, however, ruled Mill- 
er’s arm was moving forward and called it an 
incomplete pass. TV replays showed that 
Miller was not moving when Harvey blind- 
sided him. The Steelers’ Kevin Greene won 
the NFL sack title with 14. | —Viro STELLINO 


CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 1,445 Cash Prize WINNERS 
OF $392,097.50 
In THE 1994 Sportinc News Fantasy Foorsaut CHALLENGE 


~ Granp Prize WinNER oF $16,500.00 
Darren Hurt From Hor Sprincs, ARKANSAS 
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Nebraska and nice guy Tom Osbome finally capture the national championship 


STEVE MARANTZ 


inally. 

Just when it seemed Tom Os- 
borne’s personal odyssey of well- 
mannered frustration never was 

going to end, it did. 

Just when it seemed the Nebraska Corn- 
huskers were going to be sent home from 
Florida to face another frigid winter, they got 
hot. 

Just when it seemed the high-spirited 
Miami Hurricanes were going to bugaloo 
and break-dance down Biscayne Boulevard, 
their legs gave out. 

Nebraska defeated Miami, 24-17, in the 
Orange Bowl, rendering Penn State’s victory 
in the Rose Bowl the next day meaningless. 

All of which adds up to: Nebraska Corn- 
huskers, 1994 college football national cham- 
pion. 

For Penn State coaches, players, and fans 
those words are certain to rankle for years to 
come. But even disappointed Nittany Lions 
and others in the college football community 
— if they have half a heart — must concede 
Nebraska's triumph is a nice reward for a 
nice man. 

Osborne — fisherman, Sunday School 
teacher, family man and coach — deserves 
the national championship mainly because 
there has been a Biblical aspect to the trials 
he has endured. To a man, the Nebraska 
coaching staff and players were motivated to 
win for Osborne. 

“This is the greatest moment of my life be- 
cause nobody deserves it more than Tom 
Osborne,” offensive lineman Zach Wiegert 
says. “The man perseveres and we perse- 
vered. This one is special.” 


Lord, the troubles Osborne has seen. He 
is college football’s third winningest active 
coach, a man with 218 victories under his 
belt. Yet, his name had become synonymous 
with “choke,” his teams having blown three 
outright chances to win national titles in the 
Orange Bowl after the 1981, ’83 and ’93 sea- 
sons. Venerated in his home state, Osborne 
has long been a cipher to the rest of the 
country, soft-spoken, monotone, remote. 
Seven consecutive bowl losses suggested 
Osborne’s teams were big fish in the Big 
Eight’s shallow wading pool. 


Osborne has been Nebraska’s coach for 
22 seasons and it has taken almost that long 
for the rest of the country to catch on to what 
he is about, beyond his won-lost record. Part 
of his persona is a gentle and wry humility. 
When he came before reporters early the 
morning after the game, he looked at a large 
faux-orange winner's trophy. “I didn’t know 
this existed,” Osborne said. Then he pointed 
ie a small loser’s trophy. “I used to collect 

ese.” 


Not anymore. Perhaps because Osborne 
took a gamble this time, whereas he might 
have played it safe before. He developed a 
riverboat gambler’s mentality for the game 
— a characteristic he had never been ac- 
cused of having. His decision to start quar- 
terback Tommie Frazier over Brook 
Berringer laid the foundation for an epochal 
coaching gaffe. Frazier, a preseason 
Heisman Trophy candidate, went out in the 
season’s fourth game with a blood clot be- 
hind his right knee. Berringer played the last 


eight games, including a masterful perfor- 
mance in a victory over undefeated Col- 
orado. 

Three days before the game Osborne 
named Frazier starter. The risks to Frazier’s 
health were minimal, but the risks to Ne- 
braska’s offense were obvious — Frazier 
lacked game-sharpness, and the offensive 
personnel had become accustomed to 
Berringer. Osborne promised both would 
play, depending on the situation, raising the 
unorthodox specter of a quarterback rota- 


tion. 

“I know it’s disconcerting to some that we 
could go into a game and play it by ear.” Os- 
borne said. “But we run two offensive sta- 
tions .. . and can probably win this game — 
or lose it — with either guy.” 

Precedent guided the coach’s decision as 
well. Osborne was on Bob Devaney’s staff in 
1965 and 1970 when two quarterbacks were 
used. The 1965 team lost a national champi- 
onship Orange Bow! game to Alabama be- 
hind Fred Duda and Bob Churchich. Later, 
Devaney said he might have won if he had 
used only Churchich. The 1970 team, which 
rotated Jerry Tagge and Van Brownson 
during the season, won the national title be- 
hind Tagge in the Orange Bowl, beating 
Louisiana State, 17-12. 

But none of the Miami players were alive 
then, and none professed to care who Ne- 
braska put at quarterback. 

“They have two quarterbacks, but there’s 
only one ball,” All-America defensive 
lineman Warren Sapp said. “Whoever plays, 
come on.” 

The story around Miami was not as com- 
pelling. Coach Dennis Erickson already had 
two national titles, and the Hurricanes were 
a long shot to win another. Even if they beat 
Nebraska, they had to hope for a Penn State 
loss to Oregon in the Rose Bowl. 
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Orange 
crush: 


Miami had 
momentum 
in the first 
half on plays 
such as 
Carlos Jones’ 
interception 
(left). 

But when 
Frazier 
(below) 
re-entered 
the game in 
the fourth 
quarter, the 
momentum 
shifted and 
Nebraska 
had its title. 
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Two minor diversions intruded on the 
Hurricanes. Erickson had to deflect ques- 
tions about his possible defection to the 
NEL. Top school officials had to deny an 
ABC News report quoting a U.S. Attorney 
who alleged widespread financial aid fraud. 
The ongoing investigation into fraudulent 
use of Pell Grants by 57 football players, al- 
ready resulting in the conviction of an acad- 
emic counselor, cast a shadow over Miami's 
dynasty. 

But those sideshows could not detract 
from Miami’s good fortune in drawing the 
country’s No. l-ranked squad on its home 
field, an advantage that galled Osborne. 

“Miami in Miami was the toughest draw 
we could have,” Osborne says. “I let the Or- 
ange Bowl people know before their final de- 
cision that I didn’t 
want to play Miami. I 
said, ‘Don’t make me 
play Miami again.’ I 
was down on my 
knees.” 

Osborne knew 
Miami would bring 
in one of the nation’s 
best defenses, led by 
Sapp. And its offense, 
well, not much was 
said about its of- 
fense. Senior quar- 
terback Frank Costa 
never could fill the 
cleats of his famous 
predecessors. If 
Miami were to win, it 
would do so with a ti- 
tanic defensive effort 
against Nebraska’s 
flotilla of 300-pound 
blockers. 


he game it- 
self resem- 
bled noth- 
ing more 
than a 15-round 
heavyweight title 
bout in outdoor 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL ° 23 


against Jones’ brother — and tried to shake 
his hand. But Jones gave Costa his iciest 
glare. “No way,” Jones said. “I’m coming 
after you.” 

Jones says later: “You wouldn't have be- 
lieved all their trash talking.” 

Osborne yanked Frazier for Berringer 
near the beginning of the second quarter. 
Luckily for Berringer, punter Darin Erstad, 
one of Nebraska’s unsung heroes, helped 
provide good field position in a trade of 
punts. Berringer capped a 40-yard drive with 
a 19-yard touchdown pass to Mark Gilman, a 
nifty lob over the upraised arms of two de- 
fenders. Miami led, 10-7, at half. 

The Hurricanes stunned Nebraska on the 
first series of the second half, going 78 
yards, scoring on Jonathan Harris’ 44-yard 


evening heat. ALas _Cory’s story: Schlesinger, a hard-working, unheralded fullback, ran for 
Vegas-type extrava- two touchdowns in the fourth quarter. 


ganza with two go- 
liaths pounding and slugging, grunting and 
puffing, groggy at the final bell. 

Miami dominated the first quarter and 
seemed on the verge of an early knockout. 
Nebraska won the second quarter. Miami 
scored a flash knockdown early in the third 
quarter, but the Huskers dusted themselves 
off, licked their gloves, and pushed the Hur- 
ricanes into a corner. The fourth quarter was 
Nebraska’s in a display of raw power, even 
though an exhausted Miami team never 
stopped winging haymakers and nearly con- 
nected. 

Initially, Osborne’s quarterback experi- 
ment backfired. Frazier made a bad third- 
down decision on his first series, and with 
Sapp in his face, threw an interception on his 
second. 

Meanwhile, Costa was shredding Ne- 
braska’s secondary, finding his receivers 
wide open against man-to-man coverage. 
Dane Prewitt’s 44-yard field goal gave Miami 
a 3-0 lead on its first possession. On its 
second, Costa completed passes for 17, 43, 
and 35 yards, the last a touchdown to Trent 
Jones. The 97-yard drive, putting Miami up, 
10-0, seemed effortless. 

The Hurricanes were feeling their oats as 
well. Late in the first quarter, Costa ap- 
proached Nebraska defensive end Donta 
Jones — having played high school football 


open-field reception for a 17-7 lead. By now, 
Nebraska was in zone coverage. But if not 
for several dropped passes by Miami re- 
ceivers, Nebraska’s secondary might not 
have held up. 

Nebraska got back in the game on a 
safety, after two Miami penalties pushed 
Costa toward his goal line and Dwayne 
Harris found him backpedaling in the end 
zone. Both defenses began to assert them- 
selves, and Miami took a 17-9 lead into the 
fourth quarter. 

Then, strange things happened. An errant 
punt snap gave Nebraska the ball on 
Miami’s 4-yard line. Rather than use 
Lawrence Phillips to ram the ball inside, Os- 
borne called for a rollout pass, and 
Berringer was intercepted by Earl Little in 
the end zone — Nebraska’s lowest point of 
the game. 

Osborne yanked Berringer for Frazier, 
who brought in fresh legs and a quicker op- 
tion threat. 

“Frazier’s a special athlete,” Osborne says. 
“He can make some things happen. I was 
prepared to go the rest of the game with 
Brook, but I thought it was time to play 
Tommie.” 

Frazier says: “We knew their defensive 
front was tired. We knew that all we had to 
do was pound the ball inside and we'd be 
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able to drive them off the ball.” 

Phillips broke off a 25-yard gain 
on a pitch, and fullback Cory 
Schlesinger went inside for a 15- 
yard touchdown, a trap play that 
suckered Sapp. Frazier tied the 
game at 17 with a two-point conver- 
sion pass to Eric Alford. NBC wrung 
irony from the moment by replaying 
Nebraska’s failed two-point conver- 
sion against Miami in the ’84 Or- 
ange Bowl, a game-ending play that 
gave the Hurricanes a 31-30 victory 
and the national title. 

The ’Canes were on their heels. 
But Costa scared Nebraska one last 
time, tossing a pass downfield to 
wide-open Taj Johnson against 
broken coverage. No Huskers de- 
fender was within 15 yards of 
Johnson, but the pass went long by 
about two feet. 

Nebraska’s winning 58-yard drive 
was keyed by Frazier’s third-down 
25-yard option keeper, a run that 
seemed to break Miami’s spirit. 
Schlesinger scored on the trap 
again, running 14 yards for the 
touchdown that ended Nebraska's 
seven-year bowl drought. 

In front of the chaotic Nebraska 
bench, Osborne chewed gum, nei- 
ther smiled nor frowned, and tried 
to keep his players from spilling 
onto the field. 


n the aftermath, the Corn- 

huskers pummeled one another jubi- 

lantly, knelt in prayer, leaped exuber- 

antly through the air, held fists aloft. De- 
fensive tackle Christian Peter dug up a 
piece of the Orange Bowl turf and stuck it 
on top of his head. 

“We got the monkey off our backs,” Peter 
says. “We got Miami in Miami — case 
closed.” 

Frazier, the game’s MVP, hugged his of- 
fensive linemen. 

“There is life, and there is athletics, but 
this is the highest I’ve ever reached in ei- 
ther,” Frazier says. “There is no doubt we 
are national champions. We beat Miami at 
Miami.” 

The Huskers surged into their locker- 
room, and then reappeared on the field to 
join their fans. 

“The closeness of these players is 80 per- 
cent of our success,” defensive coordinator 
Charlie McBride says. “We've had tremen- 
dous unity. We've had to.” 

Having lost once in their last 26 games, 
Nebraska appears well-stocked for next 
season. Offensively, they lose four of five 
dominating linemen — returning only 
center Aaron Graham. But Frazier and 
Berringer are back, promising a spirited 
spring session. Phillips, who ran for 96 
yards and consistently found yardage where 
none existed, will be a junior. The backfield 
loses the underrated Schlesinger, but tight 
end Gilman returns. 

Defensively, the Huskers are losing their 
‘best players, including linebacker Ed 
Stewart and defensive end Dwayne Harris, 
tackle Terry Connealy and cornerback 
Barron Miles. Returning are Peter, corner- 
back Tyrone Williams, and free safety Tony 
Veland. 

Returning also, by all indications, is Os- 
borne. 

“The only thing that would stop Tom 
from coaching is a physical problem and 
he’s fine,” McBride says. “If he was thinking 
about stepping down he’d tell us. Whenever 


he gets offered a job, he 
calls us into his office. 
He calls the president 
right in front of us and 
tells him no.” 

Likewise, Erickson 
says he will be back 
coaching the Canes, de- 
spite rumors putting him 
with the Seahawks. 

“T plan on staying at 
the University of Miami 
for a long as I'm getting 
the job done and people 
feel I’m getting it done,” 
Erickson says. “College 


Should Erickson be 
true to his word, he will 
have much talent to 
work with in ’95. Costa 
graduates, but Hurri- 
canes fans will shed no 
tears. Fullback James Stewart, flanker 
Jammi German and tailback Trent Jones re- 
turn. Three starting interior linemen return, 
as well as tight end Gerard Daphnis. Junior 
a Collins will try to win the quarterback 
job. 
Defensively, the irrepressible Sapp is just 
a junior, but the NFL may lure him away. 
End Kenny Holmes is a sophomore, and 
middle linebacker Ray Lewis, a bone- 
breaker, is a sophomore. Free safety C.J. 
Richardson is lost to graduation, but his 
backup, Earl Little, is talented — as his end- 
zone interception of Berringer showed. 

Another Orange Bowl meeting next 
season between the two teams is unlikely. 
This is the Orange Bowl’s last year of its 20- 


_ year association with the Big Eight. Next 


year, the bowl alliance will determine where 
most of the top teams play, and the Orange 
Bowl is not slated for a high-ranking 
matchup. 


This time, Osborne 
was lucky and good. 


Lucky, in getting 2 
few calls, bounces, 
and breaks. 


Good, in carrying out 


a quarterback rotation 

football . . . is what I with delicacy 

want to do. My family iS atti 

happy here.” and timing. 

Good, in preparing 
his team to win. 


arlier this sea- 

son, Penn State 

Coach Joe Pa- 

terno said, “To 
win a national champi- 
onship, you've got to 
have a little luck, and Tom has had no luck 
at all.” 

This time, Osborne was lucky and good. 
Lucky, in getting a few calls, bounces, and 
breaks. Good, in carrying out a quarterback 
rotation with delicacy and timing. Good, in 
preparing his team to win. 

In the end, Nebraska won for several rea- 
sons, none more important than its superior 
conditioning, Nebraska wore down Miami, 
in both the offensive and defensive 
trenches. 

“After the season we never stopped 
working, never took them off running and 
weights,” McBride says. “Their kids can go 
home because most of them are from 
Florida. Those few days off, you can lose it, 
eating and sitting around. Our kids can’t do 
that; they live too far away.” 

An hour after the game, Osborne picked 
up his 2-year-old grandson, William, and 
gave him a hug. He hugged his wife, Nancy. 


To the victors . ...: Osborne was 
jubilant in victory as his players 
carried him off the field. Some of the 
Cornhuskers, such as guard Joel 
Wilks, even carried the field off with 
them. The Hurricanes, like Little 
(below), were left to ponder their 
second loss on their home field in 

64 games. 
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The Osborne family returned to the team’s 
hotel, snuck past the lobby crowd, and 
spent the early morning hours in the Os- 
borne suite with close friends and assistant 
coaches. 

Family members and coaches say Os- 
borne was ever the same — stoic, placid 
and unassuming. 

“A lot of people can win football games, 
but not everybody can win with integrity,” 
Nancy Osborne says. “I don’t care about 
how many games Tom wins, I care about 
what kind of a man he is. Our kids see Tom 
winning without cheating and lying and 
using a bag of tricks. That's important.” 

In his 1985 autobiography, “More Than 
Winning,” Osborne recounted his feelings 
as an assistant coach after Nebraska’s 1971 
national title victory in the Orange Bowl. He 
wrote that the victory itself was an anti- 
climax; that he more appreciated the 
“process” in getting there. 

Now Osborne has his own national title to 
celebrate. Still, the journey is more impor- 
tant than the destination. e 


Steve Marantz is a senior writer for THE 
SPORTING NEWS 
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Duck soup: Penn State's Willie Smith (52) sacked O'Neil here, but he was able to roll up 456 yards passing and keep Oregon in the game. 


Even if you kept an open 
mind, it was difficult to 
side with Penn State 


By TERRY FRE! 


onfession: If Penn State had been a 
little more compelling in Monday’s 
Rose Bowl, this was going to be 
about how unfair it was for NBC and 
the rest of the pontificating sporting world to 
flatly proclaim Nebraska the national cham- 
pion while the water was still dripping off 


Tom Osborne on New Year's night. 


After all, Penn State seemed destined to 
dismantle Oregon the next afternoon in the 
Rose Bowl (on ABC), and at least a reason- 
able case then could have been made for the 
Nittany Lions as the nation’s top team. And 
Joe Paterno’s request for voters to at least 
keep their minds open through the bowl 
weekend was reasonable. Wait. Watch. 
Think. Then decide. 

“Quite frankly, nobody in this country de- 
serves a national championship more than 
Tom Osborne,” Paterno said during the 
week leading up to the Nittany Lions’ 38-20 
victory in the Rose Bowl last Monday. “I 
think Tom has been a great guy for college 
football, and he’s a really good friend of mine 
_.. | will not be unhappy if Tom Osborne 
and Nebraska win a national title, if that's the 
way it turns out. All I ask is that everybody 
takes a good, honest look at the squads if we 
are fortunate enough to beat Oregon. Look 
at the schedules we have played. Don't have 
preassumed ideas about the schedules and 


— 


Cruise control: Carter, who blazed to an 83-yard 
touchdown, said Penn State and Nebraska 
should share the national title. 


give both squads a fair shake.” 

Preassumed ideas? 

That show in Miami made you wonder 
that if Richard Nixon were still alive, NBC 
might have brought him to the bowels of the 
Orange Bowl to present the Cornhuskers 
with some sort of national championship 
plaque, again angering an otherwise loyal 
Republican named Paterno. Remember, 
Nixon anointed Texas the No. 1 team in the 
nation after Texas defeated Arkansas in De- 
cember 1969. That came after Paterno and 
Penn State had just completed its second 
consecutive undefeated, uncrowned season. 


n New Year’s night, here was Bob 
Costas and the rest of the NBC 
crew, talking about the power of 
being No. 1 entering the bowl 
season, acting as if the national championship 
had been decided. Hmmm. Wonder how NBC 
would have reacted if it (and not ABC) had 
been carrying the Rose Bow! the next after- 
noon? It’s a good guess that the NBC promo- 
tional announcement would have sounded 
something like: “Tune back in for Act II of 
this national championship drama tomorrow!” 

“To be honest with you, that annoyed 
me,” Paterno said of NBC’s approach. Can 
you blame the man? For the fourth time in 
his career, he was going to end the season 
without a loss, but without a national champi- 
onship. 1968. 1969. 1973. 1994. 

Even his players, who weren’t born or 
who were in diapers during those other dis- 
appointments, understood the history of a 
program that did earn No. 1 rankings after 
the 1982 and ’86 seasons. They knew that 
winning all their games wasn’t enough to win 
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sufficient votes for a national championship, 
and at least one of them understood that for 
the second consecutive season, a veteran 
coach — a sympathetic choice — finally was 
winning a national championship. 

It was Florida State’s Bobby Bowden last 
season . . . when a reasonable alternative 
would have been Notre Dame. 

This year, Tom Osborne. 

Have a towel, Tom. 

And practice the speeches for the trophy 
presentations. 

“The thing that really got me was how on 
TV last night, they already gave them the 
championship, without seeing our game,” 
says Penn State tailback Ki-Jana Carter, who 
ran for 156 yards against Oregon and shared 
player of the game honors with Ducks quar- 
terback Danny O'Neil. “(Nebraska is) a great 
team. But the least they could do is split it 
up. Give us one and give them one. We 
worked too hard to get where we're at, and 
they did, too. Even though they feel sorry for 
Tom Osborne, I haven't got a championship 
and the rest of my teammates don’t either. 
They need to look at that, too. ; 

“It’s unfortunate because the Big Ten and 
the Pac-10 aren’t in the bowl coalition, so 
NBC’s going to do whatever they can do to 
put their No. 1 team into one of their bowls. 
All of that’s all politics.” 

Penn State quarterback Kerry Collins 
says, “We're going to anoint ourselves na- 
tional champions, how’s that sound? We're 
going to have a ring with a big fat ‘1’ in the 
middle of it with a lot of diamonds.” 

Paterno, a longtime proponent of a playoff 
system, says he didn’t have to give any No. 1 
speeches to his team. “All you can do is win 
all your football games,” he says. “We've 
gotten criticized for our schedule by some 
people who don’t know what they're talking 
about. The Big Ten is a good, tough confer- 
ence. I think that was proved by the results 
in the postseason games. | think you«could 
look at some of the other (bowl) games. Ok- 
lahoma wasn’t very impressive. Kansas State 
wasn’t very impressive.” Paterno’s point was 
that those Big Eight teams helped establish 
“Nebraska’s schedule as tougher than ours.” 

Without a playoff system, it’s too bad there 
wasn’t a simple solution. Get the coaches who 
vote in the CNN/USA Today poll and the 
writers who vote in the AP poll to collude and 
give the nation another split championship, as 
in Georgia Tech/Colorado in 1990 and Wash- 
ington/Miami in 1991. But the fact was, even 
if someone went into the bowl weekend with 
that nobly open mind, the vote begrudgingly 
could have gone to Nebraska. 

Before the Rose Bowl, Paterno pre- 
dictably had been building up 9-3 Oregon as 
a bona fide test, a genuine threat if the Nit- 
tany Lions didn’t play well and/or came out 
unemotional in the wake of the Orange Bowl 
result the night before. 

And, yes, although the 17-point spread 
ended up about right, the Nittany Lions 
failed on an opportunity to make those who 
conceded the No. 1 rating to Nebraska at 
least wonder. Consider: O’Neil throws for 
456 yards. Oregon blows some opportuni- 
ties. The Ducks actually pull into a 14-14 tie 
late in the third quarter. 

“I didn’t think we could rout them,” Pa- 
terno says. “We came out here to win it by 
one. If we won it by one, I would have 
thought that was a good job.” 

Penn State needed to look better than 
that to win enough of us over. Even those of 
us with open minds about the mythical 
matchup: Penn State vs. Nebraska. e 


Terry Frei is a contributing writer for THE 
SPORTING NEWS. 
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Erickson says he will 
Stay at Miami, but... 


Ivan 
MAISEL 


he marriage of Dennis Erickson 
and the Miami Hurricanes has 
never been an easy one. Now 
more than ever, despite having 
won two national championships, it will be 
tested. Erickson, a native of Everett, Wash., 
a suburb of Seattle, has emerged as a 
leading candidate to coach the Seahawks. 

Erickson, whose Hurricanes lost to No. 1 
Nebraska, 24-17, in the Orange Bowl, has 
been an annual subject of NFL rumors. But 
reports last weekend by ESPN and NBC that 
Seahawks Owner Ken Behring is interested 
in Erickson must be taken seriously. Ac- 
cording to a senior official in the Miami ath- 
letic department, Erickson informed Athletic 
Director Paul Dee a month ago the only job 
he would consider leaving Miami for would 
be the Seahawks. 

Should Erickson leave, the leading candi- 
date to replace him probably would be Col- 
orado State Coach Sonny Lubick, the defen- 
sive coordinator under Erickson at Miami 
from 1989 through 1992. The Rams won the 
Western Athletic Conference championship 
this season, in Lubick’s second season. 
Other obvious candidates — Miami Dol- 
phins offense coach Gary Stevens and Dallas 
Cowboys defensive coordinator Butch Davis, 
both former Hurricanes assistants — are tied 


up in the NFL playoffs. 

When Erickson met with Dee, the 
Seahawks had a coach. Last week, 
when the Seahawks fired Tom Flores, 
Erickson reiterated he wouldn’t be 
going anywhere. “I have no interest, 
as I ‘have said many times, in the 
NEL,” he said. “I plan on staying at the 
University of Miami for as long as I'm 
getting the job done, (and) people feel 
that I'm getting job the done. College 
football, as I have said many times, is 
what I want to do.” That was ironclad, 
until later that dav, when Erickson 
told Edwin Pope of the Miami Herald 
he would coach the Hurricanes in 
1995 but could guarantee nothing 
thereafter. 

The bottom line is Seattle holds a 
special place in Erickson’s heart. His 
father, Pink, is a local high school 
coaching legend. Erickson has a lot of 
family in the area. A cousin works in 
the University of Washington athletic depart- 
ment. Ironically, the Hurricanes’ 38-20 loss 
to Washington September 24 and the harsh 
reaction to that game from the fans and 
media is a prime example of why Erickson 
may consider leaving. 

Erickson arrived in 1989 to replace Jimmy 
Johnson, a man loved by the public for his 
brashness and ability to win. Erickson’s 
record at Miami is 63-9 (.875). Yet Erickson 
has somewhat of an uneasy truce with the 
Hurricanes’ fans. “I’ve hardened a little bit,” 
Erickson says. “You deal with difficult things 
here.” 

In his first season, Erickson lost at 
archrival Florida State, 24-10, and he has not 
forgotten the vituperation that followed. The 
Hurricanes won the national championship 
that season, but Erickson has a long 
memory. Since that loss at Tallahassee, the 
Erickson family hasn’t watched a game from 


Cane scrutiny: Evickson says 


se 


the stands. ; 

Erickson won another national champi- 
onship in 1991, and his team played for it the 
following season. Miami had an outside op- 
portunity at finishing No. 1 again this season 
before fading in the fourth quarter last 
Sunday. As in his first season, Miami 
climbed back after an early-season defeat. 
After the shocking loss to Washington, 
which ended the Hurricanes’ 58-game win- 
ning streak in the Orange Bowl, the fans re- 
sponded with another torrent of criticism. It 
lasted only two weeks, until the 34-20 victory 
over Florida State. But no one likes to feel 
unappreciated. 

The other contentious issue for Erickson 
is what he feels is an unrelenting focus by 
the local media. In the last two weeks alone, 
the Herald and ABC News have broken sto- 
ries charging the football program with 
NCAA violations and worse. 


he wants to stay at Miami, but 
unreasonable fans and the spotlight of the media may change his mind. 


The Sporting News 


“I don’t know if you ever 
feel comfortable with 
people writing things they 
don't necessarily know any- 
thing about,” Erickson says. 
“I’m not talking about 
games. I mean the off-field 
things the Herald has 
written the last three or 
four months. They are all al- 
legations and no truths, no 
true sources.” 

In the spring and again 
last month, the Herald de- 
scribed a scheme in which 
Miami players in 1991 re- 
ceived cash payments for 
making big plays. The 
money allegedly came from 
former Hurricanes who had 
moved on to the NFL and 
from the players them- 
selves. According to the 
Herald, assistant coach 
Randy Shannon promoted 
the pool, a charge Erickson 
and Shannon denied. The 
university is conducting an 
investigation. 

“Those are the hard 
things of coaching,” Er- 
ickson says. “I know there 
are things you've got to 
learn to deal with. I've 
learned to deal with them.” 

In addition, ABC News quoted an assistant 
US. attorney in Miami who said that univer- 
sity officials had knowledge of the Pell Grant 
scandal perpetrated by former athletic de- 
partment employee Tony Russell and did 
nothing to stop him. Russell is serving time 
in federal prison for his role in helping Hurti- 
cane football players receive Pell Grants for 
which they did not qualify. 

The report did not implicate Erickson by 
name and the U.S. attorney later confirmed 
that the case would remain closed. However, 
the consistent tumult has made Erickson 
think twice about remaining at Miami, His 
annual income, estimated at $550,000, is 
among the highest in college coaching. But 
NFL salaries can and do go higher than that. 


Whatever happens must happen quickly. 
Recruiting season kicks into high gear right 
about now. 
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As the Gator turns 


The pot never goes un- 
stirred at Steve Spurrier’s 
Florida. Last week, outcast 
quarterback Terry Dean said 
he had kept a diary of this 
season and hopes to write a 
book, which should become 
a bestseller among Florida 
State recruiters. 


Dean, who started the 
first six games of the season 
for the Gators, says Spurrier 
had held quarterback meet- 
ings without informing him. 
Spurrier also offered Dean 
the opportunity to play in 
the Blue-Gray All-Star Game 
on. Christmas Day, the mes- 
sage being that Dean prob- 
ably wouldn’t play in the 
Sugar Bowl. With friends 
like that . . . 

* Then at dinner on New 
Year’s Eve, linebacker 
Darren Hambrick and defen- 


Gator diary: Dean may write a book about this season. 


sive end Anthony Riggins 
got into a fight. Though 
Florida and Florida State 
players mingled happily 
throughout the *French 
Quarter last week, two 
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Gators couldn’t co-exist. Rig- 
gins had to be hospitalized 
with a severe cut that re- 
quired surgery. Hambrick, a 
crucial reserve, went home 
on the first flight out. 


Shifting gears 

Don’t expect Vanderbilt to 
get immediate results with 
Cleveland assistant Rod Dow- 
hower as their new coach. 

Dowhower, yet another 
NFL coach returning to the 
college level, will run a 
passing-style offense, much 
in contrast to the wishbone- 
offshoot that Gerry DiNardo 
ran before taking the 
Louisiana State job last 
month. Vandy eschewed the 
pass like no other team in 
the country, recording no 
touchdown passes in 1993 
and two in 1994. 

Consequently; Dowhower 
may need a personnel over- 
haul to get the type of 
players to run his passing- 
oriented attack. Look for 
Vandy to struggle as 
Dowhower searches for. the 
right talent, especially since 


the school’s academic stan- 
dards won't allow for a flood 
of junior-college players. He 
may need every year of his 
five-year contract to try to im- 
prove a program that was 5-6 
last season and hasn't had a 
winning season since 1982. 
Dowhower, 51, is a Bill 
Walsh disciple — he worked 
under him at Stanford in 1977 
and ’78 — and gets high 
marks as a groomer of quar- 
terbacks. In his only other 
major college head-coaching 
job, he worked with John 
Elway and produced a 5-5-1 
record at Stanford in 1979. 
Dowhower also has 
squeezed a lot out of less- 
gifted players. As a quarter- 
backs coach with the Red- 
skins, he worked with Mark 
Rypien, who was the Super 
Bowl MVP after the 1991 
season. This season, his first 
with the Browns, he tackled 


another project — Vinny 
Testaverde — and made 
noteworthy progress. 
Although Dowhower has 
clearly proved himself as a 
quarterback guru, questions 
remain about his ability to 
run the whole program. He 
was 5-24 as the coach of the 
Indianapolis Colts in 1985 
and '86. e 


Ivan Maisel covers cal- 
lege football for Newsday. 


FOR UPDATES 

on the TSN College Foot- 
ball Recruiting Watch by 
Bluechip Nlustrated’s Jeff 
Duva,call 
1-900-860-4400, 95 cents 
per minute. Callers under 
18 must have permission. 
The service is accessib: 
from touchtone and rotary 


phones, 


January 9, 1995 


The scoop on 95 


If you paid close attention to the bowl 
games — and if you didn’t, we must have a se 
rious talk — you saw the players and teams to 
watch for in 1995. Not only did they finish this 
season well, they benefited from the equiva- 
lent of a spring practice last month. Last sea- 
son, for example, the performances by Ne- 
braska in the Orange Bowl, Arizona in the Fi- 
esta Bowl and Penn State in the Citrus Bowl 
pegged them as national championship con- 
tenders for this season. 

@ Miami linebacker Ray Lewis has been a 
starter virtually from the time he came to 
Coral Gables in 1993. “He's a sophomore 
and I listen to him,” senior strong safety 
Malcolm Pearson says. “He’s got so much 
spark, so much charisma.” The Big East 
coaches named Lewis, who is 6 feet 1, 221 
pounds, to the league’s first team. The Hur- 
ricanes’ 4-3 defense makes stars out of its 
middle linebackers. Lewis led the team with 
152 tackles, 65 more than runner-up James 
Burgess. 

B® Michigan tailback Tim Biakabutuka played well enough 
this season to share time with Tyrone Wheatley. When 
Wheatley, the departing senior, suffered a toe injury early in 
the Holiday Bowl, Biakabutuka took over. He finished with 
nine rushes for 70 yards in the Wolverines’ 24-14 over a ner- 
vous Colorado State. 

@ Imagine: Tennessee Coach Phillip Fulmer began the year 
hoping to redshirt Peyton Manning. Instead, when injuries dec- 
imated the Volunteers’ quarterbacks, the freshman learned on 
the job. After Tennessee began the season 1-3, Manning went 
7-1 as a starter, losing only to Alabama, 17-13, when a late drive 
petered out inside the Crimson Tide's 10-yard-line. In the 45-23 
Gator Bow! rout of Virginia Tech, Manning completed 12 of 19 
passes for 189 yards and one touchdown. 

@ Texas quarterback James Brown started and won the 
Longhorns’ last three games, including a thrilling 35-31 come- 
back victory over North Carolina in the Sun Bowl. With 
Brown as the starter, Texas scored 146 points and gained 
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Man on the move: Michigan's Biakabutuka should be able to carry the rushing 
load next season. 


1,504 yards. Shea Morenz, who had been the starter before in- 
juring a shoulder late in the year, might think a little harder 
about accepting a pending offer from the Toronto Blue Jays. 
As for the Longhorns, they won't challenge Texas A&M in 
the Southwest Conference (or the Big 12 South in ’96) until 
the defense learns how to stop people. 

B Win or lose, it would be easy to paint Oregon as anoth- 
er Wisconsin, a Cinderella team that reached the Rose Bowl 
when everything fell right. The Badgers lost their immunity 
to injury early this season and never found the magic of 
1993. The only difference is that Oregon endured quite a few 
injuries this season and still won the Pacific 10 Conference. 
Seventeen starting Ducks are returning. Though quarter- 
back Danny O’Neil is leaving, his backup, sophomore Tony 
Graziani, led the Ducks to a 22-7 victory over Southern Cal- 
ifornia that got the Rose Bowl train on track. If Oregon can 
patch the holes left in its award-winning secondary, the 
Ducks will challenge for a return trip to Pasadena. 

—lIvan Mase. 


The legacy 


For Jay Barker and his 
fellow Alabama seniors, it 
was only fitting they de- 
feated Ohio State in the 
Citrus Bowl, 24-17. Enter- 
ing the game, Barker, the 
school’s winningest quar- 
terback, faced the possibil- 
ity of closing his career 
with consecutive losses, 
which would have been a 
first for him. 

Instead, he finished with a 
record of 35-2-1 as the start- 
ing quarterback, and Alaba- 
ma’s seniors ended up with 


routes. 


more victories than any 
class in Crimson Tide histo- 
ry. They finished 45-5-1, won 
a national championship and 
surpassed the 44 victories 
turned in by the 1977 to ’80 
Tide teams. 

“This class is special,” 
Coach Gene Stallings says. 
“They weren’t always the 
most talented, but they were 
willing to do what it takes to 
be champions.” 

Barker actually entered 
school in 1990, but he was 
redshirted. He was joined 
the next season by a group 
of recruits who contributed 


GOOD MOVES 


TOM TERRIFIC: Tom Osborne was vulnerable 
to criticism for starting Tommie Frazier, who 
struggled in the first quarter against Miami. But 
Osborne deserves a lot of credit for having the 
courage to go back to Frazier in the fourth 
quarter. Frazier was too quick for the tiring 


Hurricanes, leading the Cornhuskers to two 
TDs. He was named Orange Bowl MVP. 


ILLINI-EYES: lilinois dominated East Carolina, 
30-0, in the Liberty Bowl by forcing Pirates 
quarterback Marcus Crandell to throw four in- 
terceptions. Illinois defenders said they started 
watching Crandell’s eyes after noticing early 
that he would follow his primary receiver on 


terception. 


Picked off: Robert Crump- 
ton celebrates an Illini in- 


immediately: guard Jon 
Stevenson, tailback Sher- 
man Williams, defensive end 
Dameian Jeffries and defen- 
sive backs Tommy Johnson 
and Sam Shade. 

“This class has worked 
very hard,” Barker says. 
“We don’t have a lot of All- 
Americans. I think the 
biggest thing is we’ve been 
very close. The guys are 
close-knit and you can win a 
lot of games like that.” 


So long, Salaam 
After Colorado’s victory- 


over Notre Dame in the Fi- 
esta Bowl, Heisman Trophy 
winner Rashaan Salaam an- 
nounced he would skip his 
final year of eligibility and 
enter the NFL draft. 

But he won't be the top- 
rated running back. He may 
not even be a first-round 
pick. NFL scouts rate him a 
late first-round, early sec- 
ond-round talent. Salaam 
doesn’t have the breakaway 
speed that top-rated Tyrone 
Wheatley of Michigan poss- 
esess. At 210 pounds, Sa- 
laam also isn’t a bruising 
runner. Sd 


BOWLED OVER: Forget all those arguments 
about television ratings, national interest and 
tradition. The Bowl Coalition failed miserably 
this year in allowing Lou Holtz and Notre 
Dame a spot in the Fiesta Bowl against Col- 
orado. Even the bright green jerseys couldn't 
hide the fact that Notre Dame didn’t belong in 
a major bowl. Colorado rolled over the Irish, 


BLACKEYES: In the fourth quarter of the Citrus 
Bowl, Ohio State literally gave Alabama a 
touchdown with two penalties on one drive, in- 


17. 


cluding too many men on the field. That was 
the difference in the game as the Tide won, 24- 
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TSN POWER POLL 


Final TSN Poll 


Team Last Ranking 
1. Nebraska (13-0) 1 
2. Penn State (12-0) 2 
3. Colorado (11-1) a: 
4. Alabama (12-1) 3 
5. Miami (10-2) 4 
6. Florida State (10-1-1) 7 
7. Florida (10-2-1) 5 
8. Texas A&M (10-0-1) 8 
9. Auburn (9-1-1) 9 

10. Utah (10-2) Peer 

11. Oregon (9-4) 12 

12. Michigan (8-4) 21 

13. USC (8-3-1) 22 

14. Ohio State (9-4) 13 

15. Colorado State (10-2) 10, 

16. Brigham Young (10-3) 24 

17. N.C. State (9-3) 20 

18. Virginia (9-3) 49 

19. Washington State (8-4) 23 

20. Arizona (8-4) 14 

21. Boston College (7-4-1) 25 

22. Tennessee (8-4) i, 

23. Kansas State (9-3) 11 

24. Virginia Tech (8-4) 16 

25. Mississippi State (8-4) 15 


Others receiving votes: Illinois, Texas, Wiscon- 
sin, Washington, North Carolina. 


Contributing correspondents: Tony Barnhart, 
Kirk Bohls, Andy Boogaard, Michael Bradley, 
B.G. Brooks, Bob Clark, Doug Doughty, Bruce 
Hooley and Lenn Robbins. 


BY THE NUMBERS 


B Ohio State (9-4) continued to flounder in 
the postseason under Coach John Cooper, 
whose bowl record fell to 1-5 with the Buck- 
eyes. His team also missed a chance to pos- 
sibly finish in the top 10 for the first time 
since 1986. 


@ When Dwayne Thomas scored for Vir- 
ginia Tech on a 1-yard run with 5:17 left in 
the first half of the Gator Bowl, it ended a 
string of 148 consecutive points by Ten- 
nessee dating to the second half of their vic- 
tory over Memphis in mid-November. 


@ South Carolina is 1-8 in bowl games after 
defeating West Virginia in the Carquest- 
Bowl. West Virginia lost its fifth consecutive 
bowl game. 


@ Penn State’s victory over Oregon gave 
the Big Ten three consecutive Rose Bowl 
victories.for the first time since winning six 
in a row from 1954 to ’59. 


Joe. Paterno has won more bow! games 
(16) than any coach and became the first 
coach to win all four major bowl games: 
Rose, Cotton (1972), Orange (1969, “70 and 
’74) and Sugar (1983). 

@ By defeating Baylor in the Alamo Bowl, 


Washington State won eight games in a sea- 
son for only the sixth time in school history. 


& Michigan won its third consecutive bowl 
game to even its postseason record at 13-13. 
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As Massachusetts 
discovered, 
schools should 
think twice 

before playing 
international 
competition 
overseas 


RON CHIMELIS 


hey’re probably no worse off than before they 

left. They think they’re better, that the tough 

competition they faced at the Buckler 

Christmas Challenge in France will pay, divi- 
dends. But even if the tournament ultimately proves as © 
useful for them as they think, this much is clear from 
Massachusetts’ 0-3 European showing: Overseas junkets 
are not for every American team, especially after the 
season begins. 

The rigors are significant and although the cultural 
potential is there, so is the chance that playing European 
professional teams will result in injured bodies and in- 
jured pride. 

Any team that ventures abroad must decide before- 
hand what it wants out of the experience and then follow 
the plan no matter how the tournament unfolds. That's 
not easy, because the goals of American teams are gen- 
erally far different than those of their European counter- 
parts. 

Most U.S. teams that make this type of trip have two 
goals: toughen up by facing top — and in this case, pro- 
fessional — European opposition; and absorb the cul- 
ture of another country. 

Both sound worthy and noble, but UMass’ trip to 
France shows mixing and matching these goals is 
tricky, especially when a frequently heard third motive 
— giving the bench some minutes — is also thrown in. 

The Minutemen flew out of New York on the Con- 
corde (courtesy of the Buckler sponsors) on December 
26. They practiced the next day in Paris and made a one- 
hour flight to Strasbourg, where the tournament was 
held. The event included five good European teams and 
UMass, and on this night the Minutemen did not play 
well. 

Two French teams outhustled and outmuscled the 
Minutemen in abbreviated 20-minute firstround games 
that Coach John Calipari called “pickup games.” Being 
outhustled and outmuscled almost never happens to 
UMass, even in a loss. 


The Sporting News 


ruropean vacation 


Consigned to the fifth-place game in a six-team tournament, 
UMass looked better the following day but was outshot and lost, 
102-95, in a 40-minute game to Cagiva Varese of Italy. French news- 
papers — which had expected UMass to contend for the Buckler 
title — described the Minutemen’s play with phrases that translated 
into “bit the dust” and “on the carpet.” It wasn’t nasty, anti-American 
venom. But clearly, the European media took the tournament’s re- 
sults more seriously than UMass did. So did the European teams. 


Calipari had coached U.S. all-star teams twice before in Europe 
and knew what to expect. “They don’t see UMass on our shirts,” he 
said, “They see USA on our shirts.” 

U.S. teams might enter this type of tournament seeking experi- 
ence, but the Europeans want to win. They do not want to lose to a 
bunch of American college kids in front of their fans. 

What unfolds, then, is a tournament with teams entering with dif- 
ferent goals and expectations. Once the games begin, the U.S. coach 
must decide whether to play everyone as planned or let his competi- 
tive urges take over. Invariably, the team that entered the tourna- 
ment for experience decides it didn’t come all this way to lose. 

But then the players look around and realize a lot of signs point to 
defeat — the caliber and experience of the unknown and unscauted 
opposition, the fans, and in some cases, the way the officials inter- 
pret the game. 

To Calipari’s credit, he used his bench more than usual, and 
UMass might be one of the few teams that could benefit from an 0-3 
showing. The Atlantic 10 Conference may not be strong enough to 
test the Minutemen on a nightly basis. 


Calipari is convinced his team needs constant challenges and in 
some cases, adversity. Before this trip, everything was clicking for 
UMass. The Minutemen had gone 5-1 against an early schedule that 
featured Arkansas, Kansas and Maryland and had spent a week 
ranked No. 1. 

But when everything is going great, that’s when Calipari gets ner- 
vous. And for someone who said, “This trip isn’t about winning,” he 
took the two-day competition in France seriously. Calipari reverted 
to his stateside coaching style, screaming at the referees (picking up 
a technical foul) and at his players. 

“That's me,” he says. “At the end of the game, why not try to win 
it?” 

Calipari is a known entity in European basketball, so his frenetic 
approach wasn’t met with surprise. But the Ugly American image is 
never far from the minds of some Europeans when fireworks are 
heard from the U.S. bench. 

Calipari was most upset at the officiating, and whether he should 
have taken exhibition games so seriously, he was right to be upset. 
The refereeing was poor, and UMass had more reason than most 
teams to feel rooked the first night. 

“You get on the refs because you want them to be fair, but they'll 
call things on you anyway,” says Calipari, who never promised that 
international harmony meant he would sit quietly if he felt his 
players were getting manhandled and faced possible injury. “I think 
you might not be able to play pressure defense in Europe, because it 
gives them more chances to call fouls,” Calipari says. 

That works both ways. One comment heard at the Buckler was 
that European teams often feel the same way, about the officiating 


ee SS ae ee eee aes 


January 9, 1995 


COLLEGE BASKETBALL © 28 


Unhappy holidays: U.S. teams risk injury when playing against bigger Eu- 
ropean teams. Williams (right) sat out the last game of the Christmas 
tournament with an ankle sprain. 


when they play in the United States. Home-court advantage takes on 
added dimensions when there’s an ocean in between. 

Still, an evenly officiated game in Europe is likely to be more phys- 
ical than what American teams are accustomed to. Forward Tyrone 
Weeks missed a game after being hit in the mouth during play. 
Guard Mike Williams sat out the last game with a slight ankle 
sprain. 

Fortunately for UMass, neither injury was serious. The Min- 
utemen can win the national title without Weeks, a reserve who 
hasn’t been playing much. But it’s a different story with Williams, 
the best clutch shooter on the team. 

After the final game, center Marcus Camby admitted he was 
looking forward to going home. He was not complaining so much as 
showing an awareness that UMass still has as many as 30 more 
games if the Minutemen reach the national championship game. 

With that sort of schedule facing a team, a taste of French culture 
doesn’t always look as attractive as the comfort of one’s bed, espe- 
cially if a couple of flights — supersonic or otherwise — are also in- 
volved. 

Yet the trip had some cultural value. UMass spent part of last 
Thursday in Paris, saw the Eiffel Tower, and finally had some fun. 
Calipari was going to hold a practice that day but called it off. The 
trip that hadn’t seemed so enjoyable ended on a good, loose note. 

So there are reasons to book a trip such as this, especially when 
the sponsors are picking up the tab as the Buckler organizers did. 
But American teams should understand that when they make a trip 
like this, they will probably lose. 


uropean basketball has improved significantly, and UMass 
and Providence have a combined 0-5 record in two years of 
the Buckler Challenge. An American player used to be able 
to get a job in Europe simply by being tall, but that’s not 
enough anymore. 
“The level of play in Europe is outstanding,” Calipari says. “There 
just isn’t a top-to-bottom NBA type of league. But there are NBA 
players, maybe not all-stars but of NBA level.” 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Buckler officials say the main drawback to an all-Europe pro 
league is that the top teams from each country would gravitate to the 
ets leaving the other teams and entire federations out in the 
cold. 

American teams such as UMass rarely look at themselves as am- 
bassadors or defenders of U.S. basketball. The team conducted itself 
well, but not once did a UMass player or coach mention the impor- 
tance of making a statement on behalf of the country. 

Don’t call them unpatriotic, though. How many American fans 
rushed to the newsstands each morning to see how their flag- 
bearers fared in the Buckler? Unless it’s the Olympics or another se- 
lected event with a select U.S. team, it’s just not that important here. 

To most Europeans, it’s different. Their pro teams deserve to be 
considered favorites against U.S. collegians, but a victory over any 
U.S. team is still one to savor. 

Europeans don’t dislike or mistreat Americans, and they love the 
U.S. players on their teams. But they do root for their teams in spir- 
ited fashion. 

Calipari did his best to keep the trip from becoming unwieldy. He 
said UMass wouldn’t participate unless the team could travel on the 
Concorde, cutting flying time over the Atlantic approximately in half. 

The tournament sponsors 
agreed to pick up the exorbitant 
cost (more than $4,000 per 
man), indicating just how much 
they wanted a top-shelf Amer- 
ican team in the field. But make 
no mistake. This was mostly a 
business trip for UMass, not a 
pleasure cruise. 


| They don't see 
UMass on our shirts. 
They see USA 


on our shirts.’ 


—John Calipari 


With practice, games, travel 
and only three days to spend in 
France, the cultural differences 
were a distraction and not an 
educational experience until the 
final day. 

Until then, there just wasn’t 
much time to absorb France, 
and the cultural experience is 
usually considered one of the 
most appealing reasons to make 
such a journey. 

Shortly after returning, 
UMass began a stretch of six 
games in 12 days that ends with 
a home game January 14 
against Penn, probably the 
toughest opponent UMass will 
face the rest of the season. 

UMass has already beaten 
Arkansas and won a road game 
in Baltimore against Maryland, 
so this team appears mentally 
tough enough to shake off the 
Buckler tournament and deep 
enough to withstand the de- 
mands of such a busy schedule. 

Losing three in a row also could remind UMass that victory is not 
assured simply by showing up. That’s a good lesson for any NCAA 
title contender, especially one playing in a league that might provide 
only a few tough games. And that is what Calipari is hoping. 

But most teams are taking a big gamble by going overseas in 
hopes of experiencing good basketball and culture. The team that 
tries to find both risks winding up with neither. 

A team without depth could be damaged by injuries or fatigue. A 
team with fragile psyches could be damaged by the frustration of de- 
feat. 

And to those teams that make up the bulk of college basketball, 
the best advice is this: Yankee, stay home. ® 


Ron Chimelis covers college basketball for the Union-News of 
Springfield, Mass. 
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Survival test: Calipari is convinced his 
Minutemen need constant challenges. After 
losing three games in France, he has what he 
wants — adversity. 
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Winning and losing: Bozeman is winning games and recruits, but remains a controversial figure. 


Bozeman continues 
to prove his mettle 


Gene 
WOJCIECHOWSKI 


ike 36-grade sandpaper, Todd 

- Bozeman seemed to rub everyone 
raw when he became California’s 
coach. 

The old-timers wouldn’t cut him a break 
because he replaced Lou Campanelli under 
mysterious circumstances during the 1992-93 
season: Louisiana State Coach Dale Brown 
wouldn’t even shake his hand after a game. 

When the Golden Bears upset Duke that 
first season, Bozeman wrongly accused the 
media én the postgame interview of asking 
first about the Campanelli situation rather 
than the Cal victory. Then he dabbed tears. 

Then came the whispers, followed later by 
talk-show innuendo as Bozeman continued 
to sign some of the best high school talent in 
the ceuntry. Sonny Vaccaro, sort of a mid- 
dleman for the athletic shoe companies, 
went so far as to suggest on a recent 


southern California radio appearance that 
maybe some fishy things were happening at 
Berkeley. Vaccaro didn’t offer a single ex- 
ample of wrongdoing, but, hey, it wasn’t his 
reputation he was trashing. 

Anyway, enough. Until someone proves 
otherwise, Bozeman deserves the benefit of 
the doubt. If nothing else, he deserves equal 
time with Vaccaro. Of course, we will go to 
our grave thinking Campanelli was unjustly 
dumped at Cal, but there were other culprits 
at work there. 

The defense of Bozeman comes on the 
news of more Cal successes. The Golden 
Bears began the season with seven consecu- 
tive victories before losing to Alabama in 
overtime last week. Freshman guard Jelani 
Gardner was playing like a seasoned veteran. 
Cal was ranked and looking like a team ca- 
pable of challenging UCLA and Arizona for 
the Pacific 10 Conference title. 

Then came news of Shareef Abdur- 
Rahim’s surprising decision to join the 
Bears next season. The 6-foot-9 Abdur- 
Rahim, from Marietta, Ga., is considered 
one of the top 10 high school players in the 
country and announced his decision during 
the recent early signing period. Cal also 
signed junior-college stars Ed Gray and 
Kenyon Jones. 

Bottom line: Bozeman, no matter what his 
detractors say, continues to prove his record 
(40-11 entering the week) and his recruiting 
are no fluke. 


Sign here 

Recruiting scorecards are 
as inexact as ink blots. But if 
you're keeping track of the 
early signing period, here 
are the leadérs of the re- 
cruiting wars: 

@ Arkansas — Fay- 
etteville has become the 
new destination of choice 
for more and more top 
players. This time, the Ra- 
zorbacks signed five 
players, including three 
jucos. The two high school 
stars: Derek Hood and Pat 
Bradley. 

B California — Abdur- 
Rahim, who stunned lots of 
recruiters by going cross- 
country to Berkeley, gives 
the Golden Bears the pre- 
mier player of the early 
signing period. 

B Pittsburgh — It didn’t 
take Coach Ralph Willard 
long to assert himself in the 
Big East. Willard signed 
four quality players: Andre 
Howard, Isaac Hawkins, 
Michael Gill and Vonteego 
Cummings. 

@ Michigan — Another 
year, another elite player: 
Albert White of Inkster 
(Mich.) High School. The 
Wolverines went out of state 
for their only other signee, 
Louis Bullock of Laurel, Md. 

@ Notre Dame — The 
Irish’s decision to soon join 
the Big East as a basketball 
partner is already paying off. 
Thanks partly to the affilia- 
tion, Coach John MacLeod 
was able to sign one of the 
better guards in the country 
— Doug Gottlieb of Tustin, 
Calif. — and also added 
three other recruits, most 
no Gary Bell of Joliet, 


Don't get too attached to 
the list of recruiting win- 
ners. Depending on the 
spring signing period, which 
begins April 12 and ends 
May 15, the would-be rank- 
ings could significantly 
change. Some of the best 
high school players, in- 
cluding New York point 
guard Stephon Marbury, 
have yet to commit. 


Shades of Gray 


Devin Gray’s storybook 
comeback from last spring's 
heart problems ended 
abruptly when the Clemson 
senior center was ruled aca- 
demically ineligible. 

Gray, who suffered a 
heart attack April 4, was av- 
eraging 14.0 points and 6.1 
rebounds after Clemson’s 
first seven games this 
season. His minutes were 
inching up — about 23 per 
game — as he worked to re- 
gain his status as one of the 
Atlantic Coast Conference’s 
better big men. Last season 


he led the Tigers in scoring. 

Not so impressive were 
Gray's study habits. 

“I don’t have anyone to 
blame but myself,” Gray 
says. “I spent too much time 
focusing on the physical 
part of my comeback and 
not enough on the biggest 
reason I was at Clemson — 
academics.” 

Rather than allow Gray to 
play in the final three games 
of the first semester — 
Morgan State, Duke and 
Texas A&M — Clemson 
Coach Rick Barnes decided 
it was best to begin the sus- 
pension immedi- 
ately. 

Gray’s playing 
career is officially 
complete. How- 
ever, he is enrolled 
at Clemson as a 
student, which 
means he can im- 
prove the scoring 
average that 
counts: his GPA. 


Tough times 
A quiz: 
Three weeks before the 

season began, who said: 

“It’s going to be the hardest 

coaching job we do in our 

lives.” 

And ... “We're trial and 
error almost every day in 
our coaching.” 

And... “We get here 
about 7 a.m. and leave about 
11 p.m. All the coaches have 
been doing the same. Sleep? 
There’s couches and every- 
thing.” 

The answer: Tim Gr- 
gurich, the Nevada-Las 
Vegas coach who predicted 
a long season and, so far, 
has been right. 

The Runnin’ Rebels didn’t 
record their first victory 
until December 28 — a 56- 
55 victory over Miami that 
wasn’t decided until the 
Hurricanes missed a last- 
second shot. Until then, 
UNLV had lost its first four 
games under Grgurich, the 
former longtime Rebels as- 
sistant coach who didn’t re- 
place Rollie Massimino until 
mid-October. 

“This was their win,” Gr- 
gurich said. “They've gone 
through a heck of a lot.” 

They could be in for a lot 
more trouble. UNLV didn't 
sign any players during the 
early signing period. 


Off year 

Don’t be surprised by 
Duke’s 10-point loss to Iowa 
in the Rainbow Classic in 
Honolulu. 

The Blue Devils might 
have the history — seven 
Final Four visits in the last 
nine seasons — but they 
don’t have much experi- 


ence, especially with a 
lineup that sometimes in- 
cludes three freshmen. 
Also, give lowa credit. 
The Hawkeyes, picked to 
finish among the cellar 
dwellers in the Big Ten Con- 
ference, are playing well. 


Billy ball 

Just in case you were 
wondering about the effect 
Coach Billy Tubbs has had 
on Texas Christian, simply 
look at the weekly NCAA 
statistics: Through mid-De- 
cember, TCU's Kurt 


Points made: Under Tubbs, 
TCU is a fast 6-3. 

Thomas was fourth in 
scoring with a 27.8-point av- 
erage. Thomas was first in 
rebounding (16.3). 


Coaches comer 


TCU’s Billy Tubbs is one 
of a handful of new coaches 
who have made a difference 
so far this season. 

The others: Oklahoma’s 
Kelvin Sampson (and isn’t 
that something of an irony, 
considering he replaced 
Tubbs), Clemson’s Rick 
Barnes, whose Tigers were 
8-1, and Iowa State’s Tim 
Floyd, whose Cyclones were 
10-1 entering the week. 


Bank shots 


Freshman Idaho guard 
Jevon Green, who was the 
leading high school scorer 
in the state of Washington 
last season, has been sus- 
pended indefinitely from the 
team. The decision came 
after Green was arrested in 
Moscow, Idaho, on charges 
of grand theft and forgery. 
Before his arrest, Green av- 
eraged 4.5 points and had 
seen action in six of Idaho's 
first seven games. . . . Mater 
Dei High School Coach Gary 
McKnight has seen the 
Santa Ana, Calif., program 
turn out its share of star 
players — most recently Ari- 
zona freshman Miles Simon. 
But McKnight has to be es- 
pecially proud of the latest 
recruit, Clay McKnight, a 6-2 
guard who chose nearby 
California-Irvine. @ 


Gene Wojciechowski 
covers college basketball 
for the Las Angeles Times. 
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impressive on paper, but not on the court: Van Gundy and Wisconsin players watch as they lose to Marquette. 


JIM SLOSIAREK / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Beleaguered Badgers 


Wisconsin picked a wonderful time to go into a slump. Just 
as the conference season was getting into gear, the Badgers 
decided it was time to take a vacation. And Coach Stan Van 
Gundy hopes it doesn’t last too long. 

On paper, Wisconsin looks impressive. There are those 
four starters back from last season’s team, which made its 
way to the NCAA Tournament, and often-spectacular Mi- 
chael Finley, the senior forward and possible NBA lottery 
pick. In 6 feet 11 center Rashard Griffith, the Badgers have a 
sizable inside force. Around them are complementary players 
appearing good enough to create illusions of grandeur. 

This is why Wisconsin spent all of December in the national 
polls and why many considered them a top contender in the 
Big Ten. But in getting laced by Marquette last Saturday, the 
Badgers looked like anything but. They looked like a team 
that will struggle to contend for a spot in the top half of its 
league. 

The final score, 80-65, doesn’t indicate just how dominant 
Marquette was and just how unimpressive Wisconsin was. No 
matter that Marquette shot a mere 33 percent. No matter, ei- 
ther, that Griffith ended with game highs in points (22) and 
rebounds (16). Other facts and figures are more important. 


Finley looked worse than Bill Clinton’s future. He airballed 
a 3-footer, airballed an underhanded layup, airballed a 3- 
pointer, scored two points in the second half, scored 10 points 
in the game and shot 3 for 23. 

“Tt was,”’ Van Gundy says, “‘the worst game I’ve ever seen 
him play. He didn’t give us anything. 

*T think he’s thinking about (his poor shooting percentage, 
which was .386 entering the game), and that it’s hurting him. 
He’s frustrated, and that showed today. He didn’t rebound. 
He didn’t give out assists. He didn’t defend. When your 
mind’s on not shooting well, everything else suffers.” 

The team suffered, too. Its point guard, Darnell Hoskins, 
was woefully deficient and ended with five assists, seven turn- 
overs, two points and 0-for-7 shooting. The Badgers left their 
coach in a clear state of distress. 

“7 think that what you had was two teams that played pret- 
ty well defensively,” Van Gundy says. “‘So what it came down 
to was things like loose balls and creating plays, and, frankly, 
they kicked our butts in that area.” 

For Wisconsin to contend in the Big Ten, Finley is going to 
have to start shooting and playing like the lottery pick he has 
the potential to be. 

“T've tried to be positive with this group,” Van Gundy says. 
“But not now. Now we've got to start playing.” 

—SKIP MYSLENSKI 


Three feat 


Arkansas junior forward 
Corliss Williamson has a na- 
tional championship ring and 
a Final Four MVP trophy but 
does not have a 3-pointer. 

In fact, his first attempt 
behind the 3-point line came 
in his 61st college game De- 
cember 23 against Tulsa. It 
was an airball from the top of 
the key. 

“The day I hit a 3-pointer, 
you'll probably see me do a 
cartwheel or flip on the court 
before I go back to play de- 
fense,” Williamson says. 


Street story 


During the recent early 
signing period, lowa re- 
ceived oral commitments 
from two in-state players, 


Dean Oliver and Ricky 
Davis. 

But Coach Tom Davis will 
have to wait awhile because 
Oliver and Davis are high 
school sophomores. They 
are the youngest players to 
orally commit and can’t sign 
letters of intent until Novem- 
ber 1996. 

In making their commit- 


ments, Oliver and Davis 


break the record of another 
Iowa player, Chris Street, 
who died in an auto accident 
in 1993. Street committed to 
the Hawkeyes in the summer 
of 1988, before the start of 
his junior year. 

Oliver said he originally in- 
tended to wait to make a de- 
cision. Then he met Mike 
Street, Chris’ father, at an 
lowa football game last fall. 

“T sat right behind him and 


I told him I was ready to 
commit to Iowa,” Oliver 
says. “He said he wouldn't 
mind a bit if I committed. It 
was kind of like my permis- 
sion to doit.” 


Bo, regards 


Remember Bo Kimble, 
whose inspired play in the 
1990 NCAA Tournament 
after the death of teammate 
and friend Hank Gathers led 
Loyola Marymount to the 
Elite Eight? 

Kimble has fallen on hard 
times. After his NBA career 
died, the 6-foot-4 guard land- 
ed in the Continental Basket- 
ball Association. 

Last week, Kimble was 
traded from the Rapid City 
Thrillers to the Hartford 
Hellcats. The cost to the 
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Thrillers? Fifth- and sixth- 
round CBA draft picks. 


Frequent flyers 

Boston University gives 
new meaning to the term 
Christmas vacation. 

The Terriers are in the 
middle of a 10-game, 46-day 
road trip that covers seven 
states. Since a December 5 
home victory over North 
Texas, first-year Coach Den- 
nis Wolff has taken his team 
to Kentucky and New York, 
across the Charles to Cam- 
bridge, Mass., and on to Ha- 
waii with stops still to come 
in Maryland, Connecticut 
and Vermont before the jour- 
ney ends January 20 with a 
home game against Drexel. 

Good thing they’re be- 
tween semesters, right? 
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TSN POWER POLL 


North Carolina has been ranked No. 1 in 
THE SPORTING NEWS’ poll for five consécutive 
weeks, but it’s a shaky perch on which the 
Tar Heels sit. 

The Tar Heels enter the meat of the 
schedule with only six scholarship players 
after swingman Dante Calabria sprained his 
right ankle last weekend. He is out indefi- 
nitely. 

Calabria’s loss further trims the Tar Heels’ 
bench already thinned by injury to Pat. Sul- 
livan and the transfers of Kenny Harris to 
Virginia Commonwealth and Larry Davis to 
South Carolina. 

“We weren't deep to start with,” North 
Carolina Coach Dean Smith says. “We had 
seven players who were offered Division I 
scholarships available as of today, and now 
we’re down to six. That’s not a good situation 
approaching the Atlantic Coast Conference 
season.” ‘ 

Smith has plenty of reason to be con- 
cerned. The Tar Heels were to play five 
games with ACC opponents to start off the 
new year. With the injury situation, they are 
ripe for an upset. 


Last . Last 
Rk, team W-L wk Rk, team W-L wk 
1.N.Carolina 9-0 1. 14.ArizonaSt. 9-2 — 
2. UCLA 6-0 2  15.Florida 6-2 16 
3.Arkansas 11-1 3  16.MichiganSt. 7-1 15 
4. Mass. 5-1 4 17. Indiana 8-4 17 
5. Arizona 9-2 10 18.California 7-1 20 
6. Kentucky 6-2 5 19.N.MexicoSt. 9-2 22 
7.Connecticut 7-0 7 20.Alabama 7-2 — 
8. Syracuse 8-1 9 21.Nebraska 11-1 21 
9.Maryland 10-2 11 22.lowaSt. 10-1 — 
10. Duke 8-2 6 23.WakeForest 7-1 18 
11. Kansas 8-1 8 24.StJohn’s 7-1 — 
12.Georgetown 7-1 14 25.Penn 6-1 — 
ac Geo "9 ia Tech 8:3 13 Through Sunday's games. 


THE SPORTING NEWS Power Poll ts 
determined by TSN editors and contributing 
writer Gene Wojciechowski. 


GAMES TO WATCH 


Atlantic 10-Great Midwest Chal- 
lenge, 7 p.m. ET, Thursday, ESPN: Temple 
against Marquette, followed by Massachusetts 
against St. Louis at St. Louis. UMass Coach 
John Calipari and Temple Coach John Chaney in 
the same building? Last season, Chaney suf- 
fered a postgame meltdown and went after 
Calipari. This season, who knows. ‘We've gota 
20-foot interview room rather than an 18-foot 
one, so we're all right,’ SLU Coach Charlie 
Spoonhour says. 


Arizona at Arizona State, 11 p.m. ET, 
Thursday: It's not that often that both teams 
from the Grand Canyon state are fationally 
ranked, so this intense, intrastate rivalry has an 
added’ dimension this year. Arizona State’s 
Mario Bennett and Arizona’s Damon Stoudamire 
bolster the star factor. Arizona leads the series, 
115-71. 


Kansas at Missouri, 9 p.m. ET, Mon- 
day, ESPN: This series goes back almost to 
the time of peach baskets, as the first meeting 
took place in March 1907. Kansas leads the 
series, 144-84, but lost both meetings last 
season as Missouri rolled through the Big Eight 
season unbeaten. 
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THE BOOK ON... 


CHARLOTTE SMITH 
North Carolina forward 


Although she wants to be remembered for more than a 3-pointer 
and a dunk, it won’t bother North Carolina senior Charlotte Smith if 
she can stuff a few stereotypes. 

Earlier this season, she became the first woman to dunk a basket- 
ball in a game since 1984 when she slammed one in against North 
Carolina A&T. With that, Smith re-entered the spotlight that em- 
braced her last April at the Final Four. 

Is it mere coincidence that Smith wears the same No. 23 at the 
same school as Michael Jordan? Not really. Her mother wore the 
number, her father wore it and she was born August 23, 1973. But, 
yes, Smith does admire Jordan. 

The niece of former All-American David Thompson, Smith comes 
by her athleticism naturally. She may have the quickest first step in 
women’s basketball — at least among 6-footers — but she has 
worked hard to improve in such areas as ball handling. 

“She’s so versatile,’ Coach Sylvia Hatchell says. “She can play on 
the perimeter. She can play in the post. She can shoot over players 6 
feet 5. She can play defense on anybody. She could even be our point 
guard if we needed her to.”’ 

But it’s the dunks that have everybody watching. Smith and team- 
mates Gwendolyn Gillingham and Marion Jones have dunked in 
warmups, but Smith is the first player to dunk in a game since West 
Virginia’s Georgeann Wells in 1984. 

“Things died down quicker than I thought — quicker than they 
did after ‘the shot,’ ’”’ Smith says, referring to her 3-pointer that lift- 
ed the Tar Heels past Louisiana Tech, 60-59, in the 94 champion- 
ship game. “Even after I did it, I wasn’t really satisfied. I tried to 
look enthusiastic, but I wasn’t that impressed with it myself.” 

Apparently, Smith isn’t easily impressed with herself. 

“Charlotte’s very aware and concerned about her image as a role 
model and about doing as much as she can to promote women’s bas- 
ketball,”’ Hatchell says. “‘There’s not a selfish bone in her body. She 
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Making a name for herself: Smith’s accomplishments are 
reminiscent of another North Carolina player who wore No. 23. 


is not doing any of this for self-glorification.” 

The drama of last year’s championship game no doubt won many 
converts for the women’s game, but there is much ground to be cov- 
ered. Some might view that as an unnecessary burden, but Smith, 
for one, welcomes it. 

“Dunking is something that puts a lot of excitement into men’s 
basketball,” Smith says. “I think if we had more women dunk in 
games, it would help women’s basketball. 

—Doue Dousuty 


JIM GUND / ALLSPORT 


Five of the top unsigned players, accord- 
ing to Bluechip Illustrated: 


Center: Greg Cristell, 6 feet 10, Hy- 
attsville (Md.) DeMatha. Cristell isa 
strong defensive rebounder with a knack for 
outlet passes. Offensively, he finishes 
strong but needs to round out his game. 


Power forward: Melvin Whitaker, 6-9, 


Mouth of Wilson (Va.) Oak Hill Academy. 


A terrific shot blocker, he is starting to show 
a nice touch around the basket. 


Small forward: Tommy Prince, 6-5, 
Compton ( Calif.) Dominguez. Price plays 
for a school that emphasizes defense and 
can cover a guard or forward. He has a good 
first step and is working on his jumper. 


Off-quard: Gary Saunders, 6-5, New 
York Rice. The fluid Saunders did well in 
Felipe Lopez's shadow and has stepped up 
his game this season. He has gone froma 
garbage man to a shooter. 


Point guard: Gee Gervin, 6-1, San An- 
tonio MacArthur. The son of George 
Geryin, he plays like his father though he is 
shorter. He is a strong one-on-one player 
who looks for offense first, then sets up oth- 
ers once he establishes himself as a threat. 


FOR UPDATES 

on the TSN College Basketball Recruiting 
Watch by Bluechip Illustrated's Jeff Duva, 
call 1-900-680-3400, $1.59 per minute. 
Callers under 18 must have permission. 
The service is accessible from touchtone 
and rotary phones. 


O’Bannon has blossomed 
into a possible lottery pick 


UCLA forward Ed O’Bannon got a late 
start to his college career because of a knee 
injury. But he has developed into the versa- 
tile, all-around athlete many expected after 
an outstanding high school career in Lake- 
wood, Calif., and is off to a superb start this 
season. 

At 6 feet 8, 217 pounds, O’Bannon pos- 
sesses a long and lanky build similar to that of 
Spurs forward Sean Elliott. O’Bannon should 
fit in nicely as a small forward in the NBA. He 
can score inside, outside and from anywhere 
on the court. Whether it’s pulling up to fire in 
a jumper off the dribble, posting up for a turn- 
around or catching and shooting from 12 to 
22 feet out, O’Bannon has developed into a 
consistent point producer from the perim- 
eter. 

Most of his scoring close to the basket 
comes on dunks, baby hooks and put-backs 
off offensive rebounds. He is very unselfish, a 
fine passer and possesses the quickness to 
defend on the NBA level. 

A former national high school player of the 
year, he is also an outstanding athlete who 
runs the floor well, gets up and finishes with 
authority. He is a fine ball-handler, good at 
putting it on the floor and slashing to the bas- 
ket. 

O’Bannon is a very solid rebounder for his 
size and does a good job of converting from 
the free-throw line (76 percent over the last 
two seasons). He is a long-armed lefthander 
who is an average shot-blocker but is a good 
competitor, always putting out at both ends 


Reliable: O’Bannon’s a consistent producer. 


of the floor. : 

Moving without the ball is something he 
needs to improve upon. O’Bannon has a very 
good work ethic and plays with a lot of inten- 
sity. He is a lock to be chosen in the first 
round of the 95 draft and has a good chance 
of being a lottery pick. 

— DON LEVENTHAL 
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Southern Cal runs "spread," a play that begins 
with the team spreading the floor. I uses a 
screen from 4 to turn the corner. 


D8 


If 1's defender cheats toward the screen, 1 can 
go to the right and run the play. 


1 looks for his shot, to pass to 3 or 5 if he draws 
their defender, to 2 if his defender rotates, or 
back to 4. 


DIDJA SEE THAT? 


@ En route to 25 points in a 14-minute 
span in a game against Illinois-Chicago, De- 
paul’s Latasha Byears lofted a feather-soft 
short shot that hit the rim and rolled until it 
came to a complete stop on the flange of steel 
between the back of the rim and the glass of 
the basket. Byears gestured with her index 
fingers like pistols in an attempt to “shoot” 
the ball in, but the officials called a held ball. 
The game continued and DePaul won, 94-66. 


i La Salle guard Kareem Townes scored 
31 points, including five clutch free throws 
down the stretch, as the Explorers defeated 
Mount St. Mary’s, 68-65. Townes broke a 
63-63 tie by hitting both ends of a one-and- 
one with one minute, 28 seconds remaining, 
then added a pair of free throws with 37 sec- 
onds left and another with 20 seconds re- 
maining. 

IB With his father watching from the stands 
for the first time in his four-year career, 
UCLA center George Zidek sparked the Bru- 
ins to an 88-80 victory over North Carolina 
State by scoring 13 points on 6-of-9 shooting, 
utilizing a soft hook shot. Zidek’s father, 
George Sr., is a coach on the Czech Republic 
National team. § 
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There have been great coaches, but never a star coach, be- 
fore Pat Riley and few whose careers were as improbable. 

Cast adrift at 31 when his journeyman NBA career ended, 
he was thrown into the job by a series of accidents so freaky, 
one might suspect the gods had gotten bored with the pace of 
his narrative: from beach bum to Chick Hearn’s caddy to 
Paul Westhead’s apprentice to coach of the Lakers — after 
Owner Jerry Buss tried to finesse Jerry West into running the 
team and West lateralled it to Riley in front of everyone at a 


press conference. 

Somehow Riley, a career coat-holder, a mouse 
trying to avoid being stepped on by the elephants 
on the superstar-studded Lakers, grew into a 
coach, then a force, finally a celebrity bigger than 
any of them except Magic Johnson. 

The Lakers went to seven NBA Finals in his 
nine seasons and won four titles, including the 
hack-to-hacks that stamped the ’80s as a Lakers 
decade. The final championship in 1988 was a 
sheer act of will on his part, driving an aging 
team through three seven-game series in the 
longest postseason anyone had ever been through 
... until Riley's Knicks eclipsed it last spring. 


The fire 


Pat Riley's 
relationship 
with his father 


provides 

a window © 
into the life 
of the NBA‘s 
most- 
celebrated 
coach 


'2 Reaching: Despite the glory he has 

& achieved as an NBA coach, Pat Riley 
= still can't scratch the itch he inherited 
& from father Lee (right). 


By the time he was finished with the Lakers, they were 
rich, famous, wrung out and ready to be rid of him. 
Front-office people sometimes referred to him as “Norman 
Bates.” Johnson, his last ally, found himself in an untenable 
position, a liaison between the coach and the team, and 
declared flatly afterward: “It wasn’t any two ways about it. 
It was one way. He had to go.” Buss slid him out the door to 
keep the peace, with a multimillion-dollar severance 


He went, all right, to more stardom in New York with a 


different kind of team, one with a champion’s 
heart but, so far, a runner-up’s body. 

He is still dug in today, trying to rally his 
aging, limping players to the title he staked out as 
their goal. There will be no accommodation, no 
surrender, no excuses. Whatever happens, they'll 
fight it out on this line as long as they can, and 
then when everyone thinks they're spent, they'll 
figure how to fight on. 

In the following excerpt from “The Lives of 
Riley” by Mark Heisler, we learn how Pat Riley 
learned life from his father, how he teaches it and 
how he lives it, whatever happens. 


TSN ARCHIVES 


By MARK HEISLER : 


ne hundred fifty miles up the 
New York State Thruway from 
Pat Riley’s city that never sleeps 
sits Schenectady, the sleepy city 
of his youth. 

Schenectady still looks like a Hollywood 
set for Your Town, U.S.A. There are no tall 
buildings. A lawyer’s shingle hangs from a 
door. There’s a museum of the town’s his- 
tory and a historic district where the old 
homes have been renovated. 

It was a nice place to raise a family, but for 
Lee Riley, father of six and career minor lea- 
guer, finally manager of the local Phillies’ 
farm team, Schenectady was where the trail 
ran cold. He hadn’t come to settle down but 
to work his way up the ladder of the Phillies’ 
minor league system. When he was re- 
leased, it was as if he’d been shipwrecked 
there. 

Lee’s life after baseball was a disappoint- 
ment his kids could feel in their bones. 
There was a silence in their home, and Pat, 
the youngest of the six, would spend the rest 
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Minutes before the game, he threw away the speech he’d written and started talking about his father, 


his struggles, and the last thing he had told his youngest son: Viake a stand and kick some butt. 


of his life trying to shatter it, to fill that 
house with warmth after the fact. 

Pat would travel far, struggle valiantly 
and become famous beyond his dreams. 
He’d tell his story over and over — about 
his hardscrabble youth, his swerve from ju- 
venile delinquency into basketball, his 
tough but supportive father — but he’d 
leave the gritty stuff out. The real story was 
too painful; talking about it would be out- 
right betrayal. 

The grownup Pat would become relent- 
less. He never rested. There was always 
something more he needed to win, an itch 
he couldn’t ever seem to scratch. 

It went back to Schenectady, the town he 
thought he'd left behind. 

Lee loved baseball, but the game didn’t 
love him back. His glory days consisted of 
four major league games with the Phillies in 
the war year of 1944; he batted 12 times, 
had one hit (a double), and retired with a 
career average of .083. 

He had a mission: getting back to the big 
leagues as a manager. It was shared by his 
family who followed along with him in its 
service. 

The life was exciting, Dad’s ballpark a 
toddler's magic kingdom. But the money 
was bad and the life transient, a summer 
here, a summer there. The Rileys moved 
across the land, through the tank towns of 
the Philadelphia Phillies’ farm system, like 
the family of a carny 
barker. 

Pat was born March 
20, 1945, and grew up 
on two-lane blacktops, 
riding in the back of 
the family’s Studebaker 
station wagon with his 
three brothers and two 
sisters. 

When they reached 
Lee’s new post, he’d 
rent an apartment for 
the family. Then he’d 
disappear into the base- 
ball season. 

“He'd come home 
and then he’d shape us 
up sefore he went on 
the road again,” says 
Pat’s brother Dennis, 
who works for GE and 
lives in Schenectady. 

“He could be tough, 
yeah. He had to be 
tough. Back in those 
days, you didn’t coddle 
kids, I guess, like you 
do today. ... He was 
the all-time discipli- 
nariaif. He might give 
you a pop if you got out 
of line.” 

Lee was a no-non- 
sense man, 6-1 and 180 
pounds as a player, a 
share dresser with a 
thick mane of hair that 
he slicked back. Iron- 
willed and competitive, 
he was considered a 
gentleman in the age of 
baseball managers who 
came in varying shades 


of tyranny. These were the ’40s, long before 
“relating to players” or players unions. The 
skippers whispered, the player jumped. 
There were thousands of minor league 
players and only 400 major league jobs. 

“T tell you,” says Tom Lasorda, the 
Dodgers’ manager who played for Lee in 
1948 at Schenectady, “when I look at Pat, it 
scares me. He looks exactly like his father. 
Exactly like his father. 

“His father was an outstanding guy to 
play for, just a tremendous guy. He was a 
very serious type fella, very disciplined and 
very strict type of a manager.” 

Lee had missed being a star, but he 
thought he had a promise to come to the 
big team. Instead he was released in 1952. 
In disgust, he threw out every uniform, 
baseball, trophy and photo he had and went 
looking for work after a lifetime that had 
trained him only to play a game. 

Said Pat years later to PBS’ Charlie 
Rose: “I could sense his disappointment 
for years after that . . . not being able to ful- 
fill maybe his lifelong dream which was to 
manage a major league team. I never had a 
chance to sit down with him and talk about 
it. He never said, ‘Hey, this is what they 
did to me,’ or ‘This is what happened.’ I 
mean, even Mother rarely even talked 
about it. But it ended very bitterly, and he 
carried that with him for a long time.” 

Lee ran a small restaurant/bar for GE, 


then opened a little convenience store 
called Riley’s Variety, which didn’t last. If 
Lee had his problems, he kept them in- 
side. His youngest son would always re- 
member his father’s stern self-control. Ac- 
tually Lee was doing all he could do to 
keep it together. With his vocational prob- 
lems came a personal one: He was an alco- 
holic. 

Dennis says he was aware of his father’s 
drinking and that Lee overcame it, but 
theirs was a stoic household where every- 
body sucked it up and went about his own 
business. 

In later years, when Pat would become a 
prep All-American, Lee only occasionally 
went to see him play. Pat’s mother, Mary, 
rarely went. Pat never once brought Lanie 
Kramer, his high school girlfriend, home to 
meet his family. 

Lee’s sons inherited his athleticism. The 
oldest, Lee Jr., would go on to play profes- 
sional football for the NFL Lions, Eagles 
and Giants and AFL New York Titans; 
Lenny played college basketball. 

Lee Sr.’s chief contribution was tough- 
ening them up. When Pat started playing 
basketball, Lee told the older brothers to 
take him across town to Lincoln Heights to 
go against the tough kids. 

Pat says he was chased home one day by 
a boy with a butcher knife and roughed up 
the other days. 

“I would get beat up, 
knocked around,” Pat 
said. “I would run home 
crying. I would hide in 
the garage for three or 
four hours and not 
come out ’til dinner. 
One night I did not 
show up at the dinner 
table. I was still in the 
garage. 

“My dad asked my 
brothers, ‘Where is he?” 

“And finally Lee (Jr.) 
stood up,and asked, 
“Why do you make us 
take Pat down there?’ 

“My father came out, 
grabbed me, brought 
me back to the table. 
And he said, ‘I want you 
to teach him not to be 
afraid.’” 

In later years, Lee be- 
came a janitor at Bishop 
Gibbons High School, 
right across the street 
from McNeary Stadium, 
where he had managed 
the Blue Jays. 

During a basketball 
game in Pat’s senior 
year at Linton, Lee be- 
came unruly and was 
ejected from the gym. 

“Like all kids from 
dysfunctional families, 
there were lots of se- 
crets,” Lanie Kramer 
says. “It’s like there’s a 
rhinoceros in the living 
room that nobody talks 
about. You stay real 
busy so you don’t have 
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to face the reality. That’s very normal, and 
that’s what Pat did. Sports are what kept 
him sane. That’s what kept him healthy. 

“J had the impression it might have been 
a pretty violent household. J don’t think Pat 
had any stability in his house. I know he 
just never wanted to be there.” 

“I know Pat didn’t have an easy child- 
hood,” says Lanie’s brother, Barry Kramer, 
who went on to become an All-American at 
New York University and now heads a local 
law firm. “He’s a star in town, and his dad is 
a custodian who ran out on the floor one 
night and had to be removed. Of course, it 
had an impact on him.” 


couple of weeks before he was to 

marry Chris Rodstrom, Riley, 

drafted with the seventh pick of 

the draft just three years before 
by the San Diego Rockets, was placed in 
the expansion pool and selected by the 
Portland Trail Blazers. 

“My father came out (for the wedding) 
and we spent a good time talking about it,” 
Riley told PBS’ Rose, “He told me not to do 
what he did, not to leave. I was very bitter 
about the San Diego Rockets putting me on 
the expansion draft. I had to leave San 
Diego. It was my first experience being 
traded or cut. I was very upset with that. 

“The last time I saw him was after the 
wedding reception. As he was moving 
away, I can remember him sort of sticking 
his head out (of the car), you know, he was 
like waving to me and he, at the same time, 
was yelling something. I was sort of 
chasing after the car. 

“We never had a chance to sit down, you 
know, and really say the things to each 
other that we wanted to say. I was too em- 
barrassed as a young man to say them, and 
obviously he was probably too much of a 
dad to want to say them. But I do know that 
if I was in my 30s, I would have the conver- 
sation like in a minute with him. And even if 
he didn’t want it, I would have grabbed him 
by the lapels and sat him down. 

“I say that all the time to players that I 
talk to about their fathers and any player or 
person I meet that has a problem with his 
dad or mom. He says, ‘They won't listen to 
me, I don’t pay any attention to ‘em.’ I say, 
‘Hey, do it!’ 

“You will regret it one day. And I think 
it’s our responsibility to do that as children 
as we grow. You got to come to peace with 
it because if you don’t, it’s gonna be torture, 
I think, for you later on in life. Especially if 
you get that telephone call, the one in the 
middle of the night.” 

What Lee Riley yelled from the car to his 
youngest child on his wedding day was 
nothing new. Lee had been saying the same 
thing since Pat was 12, but it was their last 
moment together. Years later, Pat would 
summon the echo over and over again 
when he was afraid and didn’t want to be 
alone. He’d repeat Lee’s words to his 
players and write them in his book, “Show 
Time”: 

“Just remember what I always taught 
you. Somewhere, someplace, sometime. 
you're going to have to plant your feet, 
make a stand and kick some ass. And when 
that time comes, you do it.” 
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A few months later, Pat got that 
telephone call in the middle of the 
night. Lee had died suddenly of a 
heart attack. 


s the Lakers filed onto their 
bus to Boston Garden for 
Game 2 of the 1985 Finals, 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar asked 
if his father, Big Al, could ride along. 

Abdul-Jabbar was 37, and people 
had been trying to retire him for 
years. He’d always been able to show 
them, but he’d never been as on the 
spot as he was now. 

Riley had a hard-and-fast rule that 
only players and staff were allowed on 
the bus, but when he saw the im- 
ploring look in Abdul-Jabbar’s eyes, 
he relented, 

“He was about to face one of the 
biggest tests of his career,” Riley 
wrote in “Show Time.” “It was impor- 
tant to be with his father. . . . Here 
were these two men sitting there. One 
big and the other a giant. I knew they 
had their share of father-and-son diffi- 
culty in earlier years. But that day 
they were feeling the importance of 
their mutual bond.” 

Riley started thinking of Lee. Min- 
utes before the game, he threw away 
the speech he’d written and started 
talking about his father, his struggles, 
and the last thing he had told his 
youngest son: Make a stand and kick 
some butt. 

“T talked about all the voices we've 
heard from those who cared about us 
in the past, coaches, mothers, fathers, 
teachers,” Riley wrote. “I said, ‘What I 
want you to do now is close your eyes. 
Rewind the tape. Listen. When your 
back is against the wall, that’s the 
time to recall those voices.’” 

“We were,” trainer Gary Vitti says, 
“into, like, this father thing.” 

The impassioned sons ran out onto 
the parquet and began rewriting the 
basketball history of the ’80s. The 
Lakers won the game and the series. 
Abdul-Jabbar called it the highlight of 
his career. So did Magic Johnson. 


iley pushed them for nine years. 

They won four NBA titles and lost 

in the Finals three times. He had 

started as their buddy, evolved into 
their daddy, and finally, lost touch with 
them altogether. Finally, they’d had enough 
of him and they balked, just as they'd 
balked under Paul Westhead. 

Family? By the end, they were barely a 
team. 

“When Pat left,” said a Lakers player, “he 
didn’t have a friend left in the locker room.” 

Not even the player closest to him, 
Johnson? 

“When Pat left,” the player repeated, “he 
didn’t have a friend left in the locker room.” 

Riley went to Johnson’s house to break 
the news personally. 

“Tt was already a sad day because it had 
just rained,” Johnson says. “It was, like, 
dark. 

“I said, ‘Do you want to sit inside?’ 

“He said, ‘No, let’s go outside.’ 

“We went out there and he started 
talking. We started thinking about the 
season and what had happened in the play- 
offs. 

“He just said it — ‘Buck, I think I'm going 


New York, New York: When time ran out on Riley in ae the Knichs, hungry er an NBA 


championship, rallied around him in the Big Apple. 


to retire.’ 

“He started crying. It was just wild. It was 
like I was losing my best friend. He started, 
and I think we were both doing it. 
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“I Jearned a lot from him. There were 
some bad things that happened, and I saw 
them. Probably more than anybody else, I 
could deal with it. I was his guy.” 
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here was a parade -last 
spring, but the Knicks 
weren't in it. 

Game 7 had gone much 
like the other Game 7s. Both teams 
were tight. The visitors were valiant, 
but the home team was triumphant. 

John Starks went 2 for 18 but never 
backed away from a shot. Even Marv 
Albert, the Knicks’ announcer doing 
the game for NBC, railed about his 10 
misses in the fourth quarter. And 
later Riley second-guessed himself, 
but his options were so limited as to 
have been nonexistent. Patrick Ewing 
had been badly outplayed by Hakeem 
Olajuwon all series, and in the final 
minutes of Game 7, when Riley was 
casting about for a shooter, he missed 
a wide-open 12-footer. 

The remarkable thing was not that 
the Knicks had lost this title but that, 
after two exhausting seven-game se- 
ries, they’d put themselves in a posi- 
tion to win it. 

The truly amazing thing was that 
Riley had persuaded so many people 
— like Ewing, who'd broken his 
Sphinx-like silence to announce “This 
is our year” — that their quest was in- 
evitable. If the emperor’s clothes 
were as splendid as ever, the troops 
were in rags. 

After that game, Riley said he loved 
Starks “for his fighting nature.” 

It was a sad romance. He loved 
them all, in his way. 

He said he’d never been prouder of a 
team in his life. In Indianapolis after 
Game 6, he’d been so moved at their 
heart, he recalled Lee Riley once more 
— “a hard-assed dad” — adding, “I’m 
the same way. And mayne I can’t say 
those words to those guys, but I have 
deep feelings for them . . . because I 
know what this team is about. I know 
how much they give. I know where 
John Starks is from, where Anthony 
Mason came from. 

“I know what these guys have gone 
through to get here. And regardless 
of what happens or how they’re por- 
trayed, I have that for them. You can’t 
coach this game unless you feel for these 


” 


So, the circle was unbroken, after all. 
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Mark Heisler covers the NBA for the Los An- 


geles Times. *” 
1 ee ee ee 1 
Change of Address Form | 
Fill out this form completely and attach your old mailing | 
label as indicated below. - 
| 
1. IMPORTANT — Attach old mailing label 
here. (If label is not available, print your | 
name and address in the box.) | 
| 
Note: Please allow 6-8 weeks for the change to be processed. 
| 
2. Print new address here: | 
Name __—————SSSSSsSSSSSSSSSSSSSSsSeSSSSFSFSSSSSSSSSSSeSSSSSSsSsSSsSSeSeees 
Med a rps ees ee 
Apt. | 
| 
City/State/Zip — ————_—_—_—____________- | 
| 
3. Mail this form to: _ ; | 
: RE y eh 
P.O. Box 10755, Des Moines, 1A 50340-0755 it 


36° NBA 


The Sporting News 


: NBA REPORT 


Resolutions: the good, 
the fat and the truthful 


“Shaun 
POWELL 


o celebrate the New Year, we offer 
our resolutions in the voices of the 
people they’re meant for. 

B Scottie Pippen: I resolve to 
toss inbounds passes all year . . . but only if 
Jerry Krause resolves to start telling the 
truth. 

Jerry Krause: I don’t lie. 

@ Shawn Bradley: There’s only one New 
Year’s resolution for me. I’m going to call 
John (Hot Plate) Williams, Oliver Miller and 
Stanley Roberts and get their secrets. 

@ Butch Beard: I’m going to call Chuck 
Daly and get his secret. 

B® Quinn Buckner: I’m going to call Butch 
Beard and get his secret. 

@ Bill Fitch: I resolve to maintain my san- 
ity and stick with the Clippers, because 
things will get better next year. The Raptors 
and Grizzlies are coming, you know. We play 
those Canadians, what, four times each? 
That’s eight wins right there. Well, five, at 
least. 

W@ Krause: I never listened when teams 
called about Pippen last summer. Well, let me 
clarify that. I did return a few calls, like the 
Knicks. But not all of them. The Sonics, for 

instance. I never once dialed the 206 area 
code. 

W Chris Webber: My New Year’s resolu- 
tion? I’m going to get along real good with 
Coach Jimmy Lynam, because I wouldn’t 
want to force the Bullets to do something stu- 
pid. Like trade me to a contender or some- 
thing like that. 

B Don Nelson: Hey, I’ve learned my les- 
son. I resolve to treat my players like the 
grown men they are. From now on, I’m going 
‘to address them as “‘mister.” Except for 
Keith Jennings, our point guard. Calling him 
that would be redundant, don’t you think? 

@ Latrell Sprewell: I’m going to stop this 
foolishness and erase Webber’s number from 
my sneakers. And then I’m going to put 
Coach,Nelson’s name on them instead. On 
the soles. 

Dennis Rodman: I’m going to come up 
with about a hundred different resolutions, 
and then I’m going to break them all. 

W@ Krause: Me and the Sonics, we didn’t 
discuss anyone. Well, let me clarify that. I did 
ask about Sikma’s rights. 

@ Shaquille O’Neal: I resolve to get better 
and better so that, in a few months, I’ll break 
the records of all the great ones. Heavy D, 
Run D.M.C., L.L. Cool J and especially Ham- 
mer, they won't touch this. Oh, wait, you 
mean basketball resolutions? 


y + 
Bulls’ guy: [f Krause made a New Year's 
resolution, it might need clarifying. 


@ Red Auerbach: I’m going to dust off 
those record books and add up my coaching 
wins again. I know they shorted me about 40. 
That means Lenny will need, what, 22 sea- 
sons to catch me? I did mine in 20. 

@ Lenny Wilkens: I resolve to luck into 
players like Bill Russell, Havlicek, the Cooz 
and the Jones Boys, just like Red did. 

® Larry Johnson: I’m going to get my 
lower back good and healthy, play like an All- 
Star this year and next, and then I’m going to 
get my contract redone before it’s outdated. 

i Larry Brown: I pledge to stay and coach 
in this great basketball state of Indiana. 
There, I said it. So don’t say anything when I 
leave the Pacers and take over-for Bob 
Knight next fall. 

@ George Karl: I don’t have any resolu- 
tions, but I promise you one thing. I’m not 
going to go off the deep end if we lose again in 
the first round. I’m shoving a few players off 
instead. 

@ Krause: Pippen’s name never came up in 
our conversation. Well, let me clarify that. 
Right after the Sonics lost to the Nuggets, I 
talked to George Karl and he did mention 
Pippen. Oh, wait a minute, I’m wrong. 
George said he was “‘pukin’.”’ 

i Pat Riley: I’m going to re-read my book, 
“The Winner Within,” and see if there’s a 
chapter in there about how to deal with this 
thing called “‘Shaq-Fu.”’ 

@ Brian Hill: I’m going to coach the Magic 
to the NBA Finals so I won’t have to hear any 
more of these rumors about Don Nelson or 
Pat Riley taking my job. 

@ Krause: All right, all right. So I did dis- 
cuss a Pippen-for-Shawn Kemp deal with the 
Sonics. But if their owner hadn’t pulled the 
trade at the last minute, I would’ve done it 
myself. I swear. 
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Life’s a Fitch: The Clippers’ 
coach is at 900 and falling. 


Losses mount 


While Lenny Wilkens 
moves forward, Bill Fitch 
moves back. Very quietly, 
Fitch extended his NBA 
record when he lost for the 
900th time in his 22-year 
coaching career. 

“He feels this one as much 
as his first one, I bet,”’ Clip- 
pers forward Loy Vaught 
says. “You don’t get used to 
that misery.” 

The lion’s share of those 
losses came when Fitch 
coached the expansion Cava- 
liers (434) and the rebuilding 
Nets (163). If Fitch doesn’t 
get fired before his two-year 
contract ends, he probably 
will reach 1,000 defeats. 

Fitch, who coached Wilk- 
ens for two years in Cleve- 
land, says, deadpan, “‘If 
Lenny had played any de- 
fense at all, he’d be chasing 
my record and not Red’s,”” 


Et tu, Kenny? 


Dwayne Schintzius 
skipped a practice, Chris 
Morris moaned about his 
role and Derrick Coleman 
had a shouting match with 
G.M. Willis Reed. Then the 
Nets’ biggest fear was real- 
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Bad move: Anderson sank to 
the level of his teammates. 


ized last week when the poi- 
son reached Kenny Ander- 
son. 

Anderson is usually above 
it all, but when he blew off 
practice the day after Coach 
Butch Beard sat him for the 
final 15 minutes of a blowout, 
he became no different from 
the rest. 

Anderson apologized the 
next day. Still, although 
Anderson is deft with the 
dribble, he is clueless about 
the responsibility that comes 
with leadership. As the 
team’s point guard and one 
of its two key players, 
Anderson should know bet- 
ter. 


Around the league 


When M.L. Carr took over 
the basketball operations in 
Boston, he eschewed re- 
building in favor of trying to 
keep the Celtics competitive. 
Lately, they haven’t been. 
That’s why Carr lashed into 
the team last week. “Right 
now, we're playing soft,” 
Carr says. ‘‘That’s not what 
we should be doing. That’s 
not what we will be doing.” 
Carr has threatened to toss 
bodies off the sinking ship. 
But really, was this Celtics 
team supposed to be any- 
thing more than what it is — 
average? Dominique Wilkins, 
its hired gun, misfires often. 
Dee Brown had a splendid 
preseason but now is trying 
to recoup the 20 pounds he 
has burned off in two 
months. And Boston’s inte- 
rior defense is, borrowing 
one of Carr’s words, “‘soft.” 
... First it was the new 
rules. Then it was John 
Starks’ cold spell. Now, it’s 
surgery to Charles Oakley 
(dislocated toe) and Herb 
Williams (broken finger). 
Maybe forces are conspiring 
to keep the Knicks as far 
from the NBA Finals as pos- 
sible. The injuries mean the 
Knicks will be without two 
valuable front-line members 
for at least a month. “You 
start getting hit with inju- 
ries, one thunderbolt after 
another,” Knicks Coach Pat 
Riley says. “We really lose 
our two best defensive play- 
ers. Somehow, I don’t know 
that you replace that.” ... 
The power forward the War- 
riors miss isn’t playing in 
Washington. The pewer for- 
ward the Warriors miss is av- 
eraging 16 points and 12 re- 
bounds in Cleveland. And 
Tyrone Hill, sent to the Cay- 
aliers for a '94 first-rounder 
(which became Clifford Ro- 
Zier), didn’t have major prob- 
lems with Don Nelson, ei- 
ther. 

Last weekend, the Heat 
beat the Clippers by 43 then 


24 hours later lost in Chicago 
by 45. ... Bob Weiss, now a 
Sonics assistant coach, puts 
his one-year stint as Clippers 
coach in perspective. “I 
never got a California driy- 
er’s license,”” Weiss says. “Tf 
I ever got stopped, I was 
going to tell the cop, ‘I’m the 
Clippers’ coach. I’m not 
going to be here that long.’” 
... The Sonics trailed the 
Lakers by six in the fourth 
quarter last week when Gary 
Payton led a four-on-none 
break. Instead of laying the 
ball in, he lobbed it off the 
glass for Shawn Kemp, who 
trailed the play. Kemp 
missed the dunk, the Lakers 
grabbed possession and the 
Sonics lost by a point. It isn’t 
surprising that Payton, al- 
though remorseful about the 
play, refused to promise not 
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Strange feeling: Payton felt 
like getting fancy. 


to do it again. “I’m not going 
to say I wouldn’t,’” Payton 
says. ‘It ll depend on how 
I’m feeling at the time.” No, 
what is surprising is that 
Sonics Coach George Karl 
didn’t go ballistic. . .. Labor 
update: The players have 
met the owners halfway and 
are willing to discuss a rookie 
salary scale. Still, a settle- 
ment by the All-Star break 
— the goal for both parties 
— looks 50-50. . . . Second- 
year Timberwolves guard 
Isaiah Rider needs to realize 
that maturity isn’t proved by 
averaging 26 points over a 
six-game span, which he did 
recently. Maturity is show- 
ing up for shootaround prac- 
tice, which he skipped, and 
completing the required 
hours of community service, 
which he failed to do. @ 


Shaun Powell covers the 
NBA for Newsday. 
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Red-letter day: Wilkens hugs Ken Norman after tying the 
record for NBA victories by a coach. 


A unique coach 


For the record, the score was Seattle 129, Cincinnati 121, 
and the victory ended a six-game Sonics losing streak at the 
start of the 1969 NBA season. 

For the ages, that Halloween night victory 25 years ago 
was the start of a run that will give Lenny Wilkens more victo- 
ries than any coach in NBA history. 

Could anyone in the Seattle Center Coliseum crowd of 
4,016 have dared to dream that dreary game would have such 
significance? ‘‘I never had a clue I'd be where I am today,” 
Wilkens says. 

In the 22nd season of a career that has seen him coach five 
teams in four cities, Wilkens entered the week with 938 victo- 
ries, the same number as the Celtics’ legendary Red Auer- 
bach, who retired in 1966. 

“This will be huge. This will top everything,’”’ Wilkens 
says. 


JOHN BAZEMORE / ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Already admitted to basketball’s Hall of Fame as a player, 
che seems destined to be honored as a coach as well. The best 
thing Wilkens the coach had going 25 years ago when he 
scored his first victory was Wilkens the player. He scored 38 
points, including 16 consecutive free throws, and added 12 
assists. 

Wilkens had arrived to join the Sonics a year earlier, traded 
to the second-year expansion team by the St. Louis Hawks. A 
month before the start of camp in 1969, General Manager 
Dick Vertlieb asked Wilkens to be the Sonics’ player-coach. 

“T looked at him and said, ‘You’ve got to be crazy,’ ” Wilk- 
ens says. “He was pretty insistent about it, but I kept saying, 
‘No, I can’t do this.’ Dick stayed after me. . . . He was pretty 
persistent. People had said I was a coach on the court as a 
point guard, so | thought, ‘What the heck, let me try it and 
see. 

What fans saw then and have seen since is a class act, one 
that played especially well in Seattle, where his second stint 
produced the city’s only major league championship in the 
modern era of sports. He reversed the fortunes of losing 
teams in Cleveland and Atlanta. 

Jack Sikma recalls Wilkens’ first meeting after taking over 
a Sonics team that had gone 5-17 at the start of the 1977 sea- 
son; “His calmness, his belief, his ability to instill confidence, 
his understanding of what’s going on out on the floor and what 
people are going through, his ability to give simple, good di- 
rection ... all this came through.’”’ That team reached the 
NBA Finals, losing in seven games. The next season, the Son- 
ics won the title. 

Wilkens takes pride in being consistent and letting players 
know what he expects. There’s only one thing he demands. 
“They have to play defense. If you don’t, you sit down,” he 
says. 

Pro basketball has changed dramatically since Wilkens’ 
first coaching victory in 1969, but he remains much the same: 
unflappable, upbeat and flexible but still fiercely competitive. 

“Tt’s still fun for me, and I think a coach still can make a dif- 
ference in a game, more than a lot of people might think,” he 
says. 

Few longtime basketball fanatics expected him to be the 
one to surpass Auerbach’s victory record. Once it was in 
sight, though, Wilkens took aim: “‘All of a sudden — boom — 
here you are. And here is the guy who I had sitting on top of 
the profession, someone I really admire, and I’m going to 
catch him. It is truly unique.” 

—BILL KNIGHT 


Playing ugly 

Jim Kahler’s hearing 
works just fine. There’s 
nothing wrong with his tele- 
vision set, either. Kahler, the 
Cavaliers’ chief of marketing 
and sales, knows exactly how 
the fans and national media 
feel about the new uniforms 
the Cavs are wearing this 
season. 

“T know some people hate 
them,” he says. “But I also 
understand people are al- 
ways resistant to change. It’s 
human nature.” 

Human nature so far has 
been less than kind to the 
Cavs after they let a Los An- 
geles-based design firm re- 
vamp their logo, color 
scheme and uniforms to coin- 
cide with the debut of Gund 
Arena. 

The unlikely combination 
of powder blue, orange and 
black might have seemed like 
a hip idea at first, but the 
early reviews aren’t good. 

“The Bulls played as ugly 
as Cleveland’s new uni- 
forms,” said a Chicago Tri- 
bune writer after the Cavs’ 
recent victory. 

According to the Char- 
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it: Mark 
Price in Cavs duds. 


lotte Observer: ‘‘It could 
have been worse. The Hor- 
nets could have been forced 
to wear what the Cleveland 
Cavaliers wore Saturday 
night.” 

Ouch, 

“T’ll admit it’s been a 
mixed reaction,’ Kahler 
says, “You get some people 
who like them and a lot of 
people who would prefer a 
more traditional look. They 
Jet you know about it, too.” 

Kahler, however, is 
preaching patience. He has 
no other choice, because the 
Cavs — even if they wanted 


to — couldn’t change looks 
again until at least the 1996- 
97 season. NBA rules re- 
quire a two-year lead time 
for uniform and color alter- 


ations. 
—BAnT HUBBACH 


Moe fun 


Doug Moe reappeared asa 
coach last week. 

Moe was in the stands for 
the first half of a Nuggets 
game in Denver, then 
climbed down to man one of 
the benches at halftime. He 
was given charge of a team 
of Elvis impersonators, who 
were playing against a team 
of Santa Clauses. These 
were legitimate Elvis imper- 
sonators, guys who actually 
had performed as Elvis and 
had their own Elvis hair, not 
wigs. 

‘The Santas, presumably, 
were temps, but authenticity 
was no edge for the Elvises 
with Moe calling the tune. 
The Santas won, whereupon 
the Elvises fired Moe, de- 
spite the fact that they had 
signed him to a long-term 
contract. 

And here’s the kicker: 
Moe didn’t even stay for the 


second half, going home in- 
stead to watch a Christmas 
movie. 

Moe is in the last year of 
his contract as coach of the 
Sixers, getting an estimated 
$750,000. His coaching ten- 
ure, of course, was cut short 
after half a season, following 
a 56-point loss to Seattle in 
March 1993. 

—FRANWK LAWLOR 


in the middie 


It’s another new center 
for the Suns, who won their 
first three games with Way- 
man Tisdale at the position. 

“He might be more suited 
to being a starter,’’ says 
Coach Paul Westphal, who 
saw little from Tisdale as a 
reserve. “I made him think 
too much.” 

Also back starting is Kevin 
Johnson. 

So here is the Suns’ line- 
up: Still no true center, still 
no shot-blocker, still not 
much rebounding or interior 
defense. 

And still they win. 

“T think this is the lineup 
I'll keep,’ says Westphal, 
weary of experimenting. 

—SAM SMITH 


NBA + 37 


TSN POWER POLL 


Larry Brown put the Pacers through a 
three-hour practice and a two-hour meeting 
after losing by 24 points to the Bulls. “We 
don’t rebound, we don’t get loose balls, we 
don’t run the break, we’re turning the ball 
over and we’re not getting better in any of 


those areas,”’ hé says. Really. 


Last 
Rk, team W-L wk 
1.Magic 23-6 1 
2. Suns 21-7 2 
3.Sonics 18-9 4 
4. Cavs 20-8 6 
5.Pacers 17-9 3 
6. Jazz 19-9 5 
7.Rockets 18-9 9 
8.Lakers 17-9 8 
9.Spurs 15-10 7 
10. Hornets 16-12 10 
11.Knicks 15-12 11 
12.Mavs 13-12 12 
13.Kings 15-12 14 
14. Bults 15-13 18 


Last 


Rk,team = W-L wk 
15. Nuggets 14-13 _13 


46.Blazers 13-13 16 


17.Hawks 12-17 15 
18.Celtics 11-17 19 
20.Nets 12-19 17 
21.Pistons 9-17 20 
22.76ers 10-18 23 
23. Heat 9-18 22 
24.Wolves 6-20 26 
25.Bucks 9-18 24 
26.Bullets 7-19 25 
27.Clippers 4-25 427 


Through Saturday. « 


THE SPORTING NEWS Power Poll is 
determined by TSN editors and contributing 
writer Shaun Powell. 


BY THE NUMBERS 


Making a high percentage of field goals is 
crucial to winning. Entering the week, the 16 
NBA teams with records of .500 and better 
were shooting .475 from the field. The 12 
teams below .500 were shooting .452. 

The difference between the two percent- 
ages is about four points per game. The aver- 
age margin of victory in an NBA game is be- 
tween four and five points. 


Team Win % FGM/g FGA/g FG% 


Magic 193 44.0 85.7 514 
Jazz .679 39.6 77.9 508 
Suns 750 411 83.6 491 
Spurs .600 38.5 79.0 487 
Nuggets 519 38.3 78.8 487 
Pacers 654 36.4 75.5 482 
Heat .333 38.9 81.4 ATT 
Sonics .667 39.2 82.3 ATT 
Warriors .370 39.4 82.7 476 
Rockets .667 37.9 79.6 476 
Hornets LYA 38.3 80.6 475 
Bulls 536 38.5 81.4 474 
Kings 556 37.7 80.0 471 
Knicks 556 36.7 78.7 466 
Celtics 393 38.8 83.9 463 
Mavs 520 40.7 89.2 456 
Bucks .333 37.0 81.2 456 
Pistons 346 36.7 80.7 454 
76ers .357 35.1 77.3 454 
Blazers 500 39.2 86.7 452 
Lakers 654 40.9 91.2 449 
Wolves 231 33.2 74.2 447 
Hawks 4144 356 806 444 
Bullets .269 38.2 86.7 441 
Nets .387 36.0 81.9 439 
Cavs 714 34.7 79.2 438 
Clippers 138 36.9 86.9 425 

—Bos BELLOTTI 


Bob Bellotti ts the author of five books on ~ 
NBA statistics (1-800-858-1177). 
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The hypocrites 


of summer 


| Steve 
MARANTZ 


artin Luther King Jr.’s birthday is 

observed as a national holiday 

this month. The great man died 

nearly 27 years ago fighting for 
the right of African Americans to live equally 
and peacefully under the law. 

But King’s spirit lives on in the striking 
Major League Baseball Players Association. 
Its:members are baseball’s Freedom Riders. 
Although King fought to throw off the 
shackles of racism, baseball’s Freedom 
Riders are striving mightily to cast off the 
yoke of economic oppression, i.e., average 
salaries of $1.2 million. 

Like King, the players have a dream: 
freedom. Unfortunately, the resemblance be- 
tween King and the players’ union stops 
there. King’s crusade was built on justice 
and fairness. The players’ crusade is built on 
hypocrisy. 

Here’s why. The players say they want a 
“free” labor market that allows them to play 
for whom they please, when they please, 
with no predetermined limit on their earn- 
ings. They say money is not the point of their 
dream. Freedom is the point. Everything 
else — money, the game’s cultural and his- 
torical fabric, fan sensibility — is secondary. 

The players oppose a salary cap because it 
limits the amount of money the clubs can 
spend on salaries and provides the existing 
clubs of some players the right to match of 
fers from opposing clubs. It circumscribes 
the choice and movement players would 
have in their ideal “free” labor market. 

But the players are hypocrites. The 
freedom they are seeking is not truly 
freedom. It is a limited freedom that allows 
them to manipulate the labor market. 

University of Chicago sports economist 
Allen Sanderson explains it this way: “Sup- 
pose the owners said, ‘We'll drop the salary 
cap and drop everything else. You can have 
as much money as the market can give you. 
But we want you to give up one thing. We 
want to bargain individually, not with a 
union.’ 

~That’s freedom, but the players couldn't 
denounce that fast enough. They would 
shout, ‘Exploitation!’ But that’s perfect 
freedom. George Steinbrenner could talk to 
any of 700 players individually. But of 
course, the players would not allow that to 
happen. They know it’s the union that gives 
them power.’ 

Union leader Don Fehr dismisses 
Sanderson's contention: “He’s talking philos- 


ophy. In order to have perfect freedom, 
you'd have to have no draft, no trade rules, 
no minor league reserve system. We come 
from a different perspective. Total freedom 
in the abstract is destructive of everything 
desirable. We're realistic. Our goal is to ne- 
gotiate minimum standards that allows you 
to then get whatever freedom you can. It af- 
fects relatively few players. No minor lea- 
guers and only major leaguers with six 
years.” 

Precisely. The players obsess about the 
clubs’ monopoly over franchises. But what 
about the union’s monopoly over the labor 
market? The Major League Baseball Players 
Association is solely empowered to negotiate 
collectively for players. 

This labor monopoly works to the benefit 
of the top 700 players, while badly penalizing 
the next 700, in the minor leagues. The 
union never has tried to represent minor lea- 
guers. Why? Because if minor league 
salaries — in the $20,000 range — were 
raised, there would be less money to lavish 
upon the chosen 700. 

And even as the union complains about 
the clubs’ monopoly, it has not taken the ulti- 
mate step to break it: involvement in elec- 
toral politics. There’s a reason. 

“The reason we have one league and 28 
teams is not because of economy of scale or 
because there’s not 
enough player 
talent,” Sanderson 
says. “It’s because 
28 owners and 700 
players can benefit 
handsomely from 


restricting the 
market. SSL 
“The owners 


have a monopoly 
over franchises, 
The union has a 
monopoly over the 
labor market. This 
is an intrafamily 


When players talk about 
freedom, they really mean 
freedom to manipulate the 

market in their favor. In their 


‘ideal world, the union retains 


its monopoly over labor, the 
clubs retain their monopoly 


The Sporting News 
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Tunnel vision: Fehr, with Richard Ravitch last year, says the union “comes from a different perspec- 
tive.” It’s the inability on both sides to grasp the opposing point of view that’s killing baseball. 


prices. Quality of play may dilute, but be- 
cause quality is relative, lay fans won’t no- 
tice. 

As you might guess, this is not what the 
Freedom Riders have in mind. When players 
talk about freedom, they really mean 
freedom to manipulate the market in their 
favor. In their ideal 
world, the union re- 
tains its monopoly 
over labor, the clubs 
retain their mo- 
nopoly over fran- 
chises, and each, by 
controlling supply, 
artificially drives up 
demand. The public 
foots the bill 

Let’s be clear. I am 
not advocating the 
players’ union be dis- 
solved, because that 
would unleash the 


squabble over who §& clubs’ worst in- 
eae Hep over franchises, and each, by oe oe 
Seer ae controlling supply, artificially Rate tage 
They make sub- i eyes : its mouth. It ought 
stantially more drives up demand. The public not to hang itself on 


money than they 
would in a competi- 
tive market.” 

If the Freedom 
Riders attain per- 
fect freedom, here’s what should happen: 

a ike clubs will lose their antitrust ex- 
emptio 
ies The MLBPA will lose its monopoly over 
abor. 

@ Baseball will expand, into new areas, 
with new leagues. 

@ Salaries will plummet so fast the 
Freedom Riders won't have a chance to say, 
ae a minute, maybe this wasn’t a good 
idea. 

B Fans will get more baseball at cheaper 


foots the bill. 


a superficial nos- 
trum. 

This is just one 
reason the strike is 
losing public sup- 
port. Fans grasp the weakness of the 
“freedom” argument. Another reason is that 
the players are out of touch with the fans. 

Baseball writers commonly hear a union 
leader or player say, “You're free to work 
wherever you want. We just want the same 
rights you have. We just want the same 
rights every American has.” 

Earth to players: In the real world, a “free 
market” for jobs consists of perusing the 
help-wanted section for a job that pays less 
than your last job. 


Sure, you can change jobs. If you've got 
more than a two-week cushion to pay for gro- 
ceries and gas. If you can sell your house 
without a loss and uproot your spouse and 
kids. If you don’t mind that your credit rating 
is jeopardized. If a medical condition isn’t 
locking you into your current health plan. If 
your skills are not obsolete, you are not over 
40 and you do not fit an unfashionable 
gender-race category. If your spirit has not 
been broken by low pay and drudgery. 

If the Freedom Riders seem naive — a po- 
lite euphemism — then it probably is ex- 
plained by years of reading bonus clauses in- 
stead of discount coupons. 

Face it, most players’ contact with fans 
consists mainly of sitting in shopping malls 
and taking $10 for an autograph. 

Their lack of rapport with the public ex- 
plains why, if next season opens with re- 
placement players, fans will return to the 
ballparks. Nor should the Freedom Riders 
be surprised if career minor leaguers cross 
lines. Many have been waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to stick it to the union, because the 
union sticks it to them. 

“T have a lot of friends on big league teams 
calling me saying, ‘Please don’t go. We need 
to unite,’ ” Mike Twadorski, a 30-year-old 
player with Triple-A Pawtucket, tells the 
Boston Globe. “For the past five years, we've 


- been trying to talk to the big leaguers about 


getting a better pension and more money. All 
we heard was, ‘You're not with the big 
leagues.’ Now they want us to unite? I’m 
saying, ‘Where were you five years ago?’ ” 
The Freedom Riders already have squan- 
dered most of their leverage, but it still is not 
too late to negotiate within the salary-cap 
framework and attain concessions. Curb the 
lawyers. Get back in touch with the fans. 
Janis Joplin had it right, as far as the 
striking players are concerned. Freedom is 
just another word for nothing left to lose. 


Steve Maranjz is a senior writer for 
THE SPORTING NEWs. 
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AROUND THE BASES 


vii Look who’s taking on salaries now 


As Randy Smith walked passed the door of the plane that | between Baltimore and the New York Yankees in 1954. 


took him from Houston back to San Diego last week, he 
paused for a moment of reflection. “It was only the second 
time in my life,” Smith says, “that I actually thought, ‘Please, 


God, don’t let this plane crash before I get home. 


” 


The first time was when Smith flew to San Diego to become 
general manager of the Padres in the summer of ’93. Since 


then, it must have seemed to Smith as if the Padres’ fire sale’ 


that included stars such as Fred McGriff and Gary Sheffield 


would never end. 

Though new Padres Owner 
John Moores still hasn’t an- 
nounced how he intends to op- 
erate the club, it’s apparent af- 
ter last week’s 12-player trade 
with Houston that the fire is 
out. The Padres, who had the 
lowest payroll in baseball last 
season at $13.77 million, took 
on more than $5.5 million in ad- 
ditional salary in acquiring 
third baseman Ken Caminiti 
($4.35 million next season) and 
center fielder Steve Finley 
($4.25 million), plus shortstop 
Andujar Cedeno, infielder 
Roberto Petagine, pitcher Brian 
Williams and a minor leaguer. 

The players Houston got — 
outfielders Derek Bell and Phil 
Plantier, pitchers Pedro Mar- 
tinez and Doug Brocail and in- 
fielders Craig Shipley and 
Ricky Gutierrez — will make 
around $5 million. 

‘It’s definitely one-sided,” 
Cardinals G.M. Walt Jocketty 
says. “San Diego got all the val- 
ue, although they also got most 
of the salaries, too.” 

According to the salary cap, 
the Astros needed to trim $1.62 
million off last season’s payroll. 
“To get a big hunk of (salary 
trimming) done in one trade 


The trade adds power to the middle of Houston's batting 
order but takes away experience and defense. By trading 
Caminiti, Cedeno and Finley, the Astros got rid of three of the 


eight players who have been 


starters for the last three sea- 


sons. “One thing that we all talked about this winter was how 
we were going to protect Jeff Bagwell,” Astros Manager Ter- 
ty Collins says. “After the year he had, people were going to 
start pitching around him. By adding (Bell and Plantier), 


MITCHELL LAYTON 


Go west, young man: Center fielder Finley is one of six for- 
mer Astros who will be wearing different colors if the 1995 
season ever begins. 


took a big, big deal,” Astros General Manager Bob Watson 


says. 


Economics aside, the trade was noteworthy for its magni- 
tude. The last baseball trade involving more players was No- 
vember 20, 1957, when Detroit and Kansas City exchanged 13 
players, with Billy Martin being the biggest name. The 
biggest trade in major league history involved 18 players sent 


teams are going to have to wor- 
ry about getting beat by them if 
they try to pitch around Bag- 
well.” 

Dismantling the 94 Astros 
seems to be a strange way of 
getting over the top, when you 
consider they were half a game 
behind Cincinnati in the N.L. 
Central when the players’ 
strike ended the season Au- 
gust 12. 

Granted, the “95 Astros will 
have Bagwell at first and Craig 
Biggio at second. Beyond that, 
there is the possibility that the 
other six position players — in- 
cluding rookies Phil Nevin at 
third, Orlando Miller at short 
and Brian Hunter in center — 
will be different from those 
who opened the ’94 season. 

Meanwhile, the Padres, who 
were the worst defensive team 
in the majors last season, rank- 
ing first in errors and last in 
double plays, improved at five 
positions. Caminiti and Finley 
are regarded as two of the best 
at their positions. Cedeno will 
give the Padres more range and 
double-play potential. Bip Rob- 
erts will move to left field, 
where he is considered ade- 
quate to above-average and 
wide-ranging Luis Lopez be- 


comes the everyday second baseman. 
Smith was particularly happy he could cut the deal without 
touching his core of young, hard-throwing pitchers Scott 


Sanders, Doug Bochtler, Dustin Hermanson and Bryce Flo- 


rie. 
Buster Olney and Neil Hohlfeld contributed to this 


report. 


e 


Junior achievement 

Jay Buhner and Ken Grif- 
fey Jr. have played side by 
side in the Seattle outfield for 
five years, but they are more 
than just teammates. They 
became business partners. 
After Buhner, a free agent, 
removed his personal be- 
longings from the Kingdome 
and prepared to sign a four- 
year, $17-million contract 
with the Orioles. Griffey 
caused such a stir with criti- 
cal comments about the or- 
ganization that the Mariners 
eventually lured Buhner 
back to Seattle with a three- 
year contract worth at least 
$15.5 million. 

“J would like to thank my 
Seattle-based agent (Grif- 
fey),” Buhner said. “He 
stirred things up.” 

The last thing the Mar- 
iners needed was an upset 
superstar, and that’s what 


they had on their hands 
when word got out that Buh- 
ner was close to signing with 
the Orioles. 

“This is brutal. This is 
ugly,” Junior said. “If we 
leave, the fans get mad and 
angry and we can’t say any- 
thing. But if the team gets rid 
of someone, they call it a 
business decision and no one 
is supposed to complain. 
Well, another business deci- 
sion is coming.” 

Griffey, who has two years 
remaining on a four-year, 
$24-million contract, said 
that if Buhner left, he would, 
too. 

Actually, Griffey offered to 
defer some of the remaining 
$14 million on his contract to 
re-sign his teammate, friend 
and neighbor. 

Buhner, 30, batted .279 
with 21 homers and 68 RBIs 
last season. He has hit 100 
home runs and driven in 323 


No go: Buhner has a rich fu- 
ture in Seattle. 


runs the past four seasons. 
Meanwhile, Buhner volun- 
teered to pay for all of Grif- 
fey’s lunches during the reg- 
ular season. “I will make a 
list of all the places I want to 
eat and give them to Jay be- 
fore each road trip,” Griffey 


said. 
—Jim STREET 


T 


Straw vote 


Giants G.M. Bob Quinn 
says the team is counting on 
right fielder Darryl Strawber- 
ry despite his ongoing legal 
problems. 

Strawberry has been in- 
dicted on charges of federal 
income-tax evasion. “I don’t 
think the matter will be a hin- 
drance in spring training, 
and hopefully not during the 
season, either,” Quinn says. 


=| “We'll wait and see what that 


brings at that time.” 


—Lanry STONE 


FOR UPDATES 

on TSN’s Baseball Re- 
port, call 1-900-860-4400, 
95 cents per minute. 
Callers under 18 must 
have permission. The ser- 
vice is accessible from 
touchtone and rotary 
phones. 


Larry Walker's answering machine at 
his home in Florida tells callers that he’s 
on strike and requests they leave their 
MasterCard number. The Cardinals, who 
once had a great deal of interest in Walk- 
er to play first base for them, left home 
without leaving their number. ... Boston 
and Cleveland may compete for A’s re- 
liever Dennis Eckersley. Eckersley’s 
wife, Nancy, is a Boston native, and the 
family spends its offseasons in nearby 
Sudbury. Cleveland may appeal to Ecker- - 
sley, since the Indians would enter 95 as 
serious contenders in the A.L. Central. 

The Twins expect pitchers Kevin 
Tapani and Scott Erickson to receive of 
fers that could make them cost prohibi- 
tive for a small-revenue team with a lim- 
ited payroll. G.M. Terry Ryan may have 
to spend so much to keep Tapani and/or 
Erickson that he will no longer be able 
to afford outfielder Shane Mack, whois . 
an unrestricted free agent. But Ryan 
notes that the im- 
plemented system 
made other good ~ 
outfielders avail- 
able, which could 
leave Mack in a 
glutted market. 
“There are more 
guys out there 
now,” Ryan says. 
“If we were to lose 
Shane, I would have some more people 
to look at that previously weren't there.” 

Marlins G.M. Dave Dombrowski got 
engaged before the holidays to Karie 
Ross, a sports anchor for a local TV sta- 
tion. No word on whether there was a 
pre-nuptial agreement on scoops about 
Dombrowski’s team. .. . The Mets did 
not seek to negotiate a multiyear contract 
with Jose Vizcaino because they think 
Reynaldo Ordonez will be their 1996 
shortstop. Nevertheless, they may want 
to retain Vizcaino for '96 because Jeff 
Kent could become a free agent and Viz- 
caino could then replace him at second 
base, ... Greg Vaughn will not be able to 
play left field for the Brewers for the first 
couple months of the 95 season. He will 
be a designated hitter while he recovers 
from rotator-cuff surgery. .. . The last 
time the Mariners had the same left field- 
er start the season in consecutive season 
was 1989-90. It was Greg Briley. 

With Vince Coleman and Felix Jose 
departing Kansas City, rookies Michael 
Tucker and Joe Vitiello are the top candi- 
dates in left field and right field, And for- 
mer Dodger Tom Goodwin, who has just 
99 big league at-bats, would move into 
the center-field picture if Brian McRae 
goes elsewhere . .. The Cardinals’ top 
pitching choices among restricted free 
agents are Montreal's Ken Hill and San 
Diego's Andy Benes. . .. The career of 
Angels relief prospect Mike Butcher 
hinges on his ability to pitch well when 
somebody important is watching. 
“Butch’s biggest problem is me,” Manag- 
er Marcel Lachemann says. “I saw him ~ 
pitch in Triple A, and he didn’t throw 
well. The day I left, he pitched lights out. 
He had a great month. I just need to see 
him pitch well. Unfortunately for Mike, 
I'm going to be there most times he 
pitches this spring.” 


AQ ¢ NIL. 
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ATLANTA BRAVES 


A tip of the cap: General 
Manager John Schuer- 
holz is shaving salary- 


(i P Is cap problems. Al- 
B ===" though he has about 
$49 million to spend for 


’95, he already has tied 

up $30 million in con- 
tracts for nine players. Among the 16 players 
he has yet to sign are restricted free agents 
Steve Avery, who will command a $5 million 
per year, and Kent Mercker, who will likely 
receive $3 million per year. Schuerholz also 
faces the formidable task of keeping the re- 
mainder of the infield intact following the loss 
of Terry Pendleton. Unrestricted free agent 
Jeff Blauser is asking for a multiyear deal for 
about $5 million per season and second base- 
man Mark Lemke, a restricted free agent, is 
seeking a $1.5 million salary. 
Budgeting: Schuerholz created room under 
the cap by not offering contracts to relievers 
Mike Stanton, Gregg Olson and Derek 
Lilliquist. Stanton, the only lefthander in the 
bullpen last season, made the third-most ap- 
pearances and posted his best ERA since ’91. 
Schuerholz may try and restructure the 
bullpen by signing a closer. He is interested 
in Montreal’s John Wetteland, though his $5 
million per year price tag could be a problem. 
One way around it is not to re-sign Blauser 
and exchange his salary for Wetteland’s. 
More likely, Schuerholz will go after a mod- 
erately priced reliever. —Biut Zack 


CHICAGO CUBS 


Lynch is looking: The 
Cubs, unhappy with 
their center-field situa- 
tion and lack of speed, 
reportedly have Mon- 
treal’s Marquis Gris- 
som on their newly cre- 
ated right-of-first-refus- 
al free-agent list, as well as starting pitchers 
Andy Benes, Ken Hill and Steve Avery. G.M. 
Ed Lynch would not discuss his intentions 
but said there are “some interesting names” 
available. Meanwhile, he moved swiftly on 
outfielders Sammy Sosa and 
Glenallen Hill, the Cubs’ “re- 
stricted” free agents, by mailing 
“nem contract offers. They had 
to offer Sosa.at least $3.25 mil- 
lion and Hill $1.1 million. 
“These are just tenders,” Lynch 
says. “We're just trying to con- 
form to new rules.” 
Na relief: A contract wasn’t ten- 
dered to reliever Jose Bautista, 
who was en route to a club 
record for appearances when 
the season ended. Bautista 
made $695,000 last season. . . . 
Lefthander Lance Dickson, the 
, team’s top 1990 draft choice, 
went from prospect to suspect 
when he was removed from the 
40-man winter roster. He has 
‘been on the disabled list eight 
times. The roster is at 38 (in- 
cluding Sosa and Hill). There 
are eight players signed for ’95, 
including Randy Myers, Mike 
Morgan, Steve Buechele and 
Shawon Dunston. . . . Raises 
are out of the question for the 
front-office staff until the labor 


® 


situation is settled, but no layoffs are 
planned. 


— Joe Gopparo 


CINCINNATI REDS 


New face: If baseball 
goes with replacement 
players, the Reds could 
be starting Blaine Beat- 
ty, 30, in the opener. 
Beatty, 13-7 with a 2.50 
ERA with Double-A 
Chattanooga in 1994, 
says the Reds told his agent that it could hap- 
pen. Beatty says he wasn’t sure what he 
would do if asked to be a replacement player. 
“You've got to start weighing that ['m 30 
years old,” he says. “How long do I have? I 
have a wife and a family to support . . . The 
biggest weight I've got is what the players’ as- 
sociation is going to think and what the own- 
ers are going to think.” 

Support for Schott: Bud Selig, head of base- 
ball’s executive council, came out in support 
of Owner Marge Schott’s plea for a new sta- 
dium to replace Riverfront. “It’s very difficult 
to compete with a park that, while structural- 
ly sound, is economically obsolete,” Selig 
says. “To promote franchise stability, you 
want to have a park that is not only economi- 
cally viable but gives you a chance to be suc- 
cessful.” . . . Tony Robello, the scout who 
signed catcher Johnny Bench to the Reds in 
June 1965, died in Fort Worth, Tex., at age $1 
after a long illness. Robello, who played 
briefly for the Reds in 1933-34, began scout- 
ing in 1941. In June 1992, Reds G.M. Jim 
Bowden named him a senior adviser for play- 
er personnel. IKE Bass 


COLORADO ROCKIES 


Infield haze: The team’s 
No. 1 priority is a top- 
flight starting pitcher, 
but questions are devel- 
oping about the infield, 
too. The Rockies de- 
clined to tender third 
baseman Charlie Hayes 
a contract, making him a free agent, and earli- 
er in the offseason lost Nelson Liriano on 


ORS 
ROCKIES 


waivers. That leaves the Rockies counting 
heavily on Roberto Mejia to make it at second 
base. The Rockies alternative to Mejia would 
be rookie Jason Bates or Vinny Castilla. Prob- 
lem is, a Bates-Castilla platoon is what the 
Rockies have to replace Hayes at third. 
Mejia’s work ethic resulted in his demotion to 
the minors in 1994, and the reports out of the 
Dominican Republic this winter have been 
less than encouraging. General Manager Bob 
Gebhard hasn’t ruled out the possibility of re- 
signing Hayes, 29, who has watched the third- 
base market dip this winter and would like to 
return. Jeff King and Tim Wallach have taken 
pay cuts to remain with their teams. 

Return possible: Pitcher Willie Blair, 29, is an- 
other player let go who wouldn't mind com- 
ing back. The Rockies declined to exercise 
their $487,500 option for Blair. “I'm not going 
to take less money just so I can go to the 
Rockies,” Blair says. “But if they're in the 
same ballpark as some other teams, it might 
be a possibility.” —Tracy Rincoussy 


FLORIDA MARLINS 


Harvey to help: Reliever 
Bryan Harvey, who is 
also the team’s player 
representative, says he 
will give money to any 
teammate tempted to 
cross the picket line in 
spring training because 
of financial difficulties. Harvey is in the mid- 
dle of a'four-year, $15.5 million contract. “I'm 
definitely going to do something to help out 
the kids,” he says. “I’m going to talk to (Gary) 
Sheffield and see if we can come up with 
some money if anybody needs it. If a guy 
thinks he has to go to spring training for the 
$400 a week in meal money, then hopefully 
we can cover some people.” Harvey is confi- 
dent Sheffield, who has a four-year, $22.45- 
million contract, will go along with the plan. 
No Marlin has yet brought up crossing the 
line, but a handful have said they will look for 
jobs if the strike goes into April. 

Harvey’s injuries: Harvey says he is 100 per- 
cent recovered from groin and elbow injuries 
that shortened his ’94 season. Harvey’s groin 
problems early in the season caused him to 
throw slightly abnormally, which in turn 
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Second to 
none: The 
Rockies might 
have little 
choice but to 
use Mejia, 
who was de- 
moted to the 
minor 
leagues in 
1994, at sec- 
ond base. 
They lost Liri- 
ano on 
waivers and 
have few oth- 
er options. 


DALE LISS 


caused the elbow strain. ... Even more than 
the other striking players, the Marlins will 
want Harvey in spring training. The sooner 


other teams become convinced he is healthy, 
the sooner the Marlins can trade him and 
hand the closer job to either Robb Nen or Je- 
remy Hernandez. —Amy WieDziELKA 


Phil-ing a vacancy: With 
Ken Caminiti traded to 
San Diego, the door is 
open for Phil Nevin to 
take over at third base. 
“It’s his job to win,” 
Manager Terry Collins 
says. Nevin was the No. 
1 overall pick in the 1992 draft and has played 
two seasons at Triple-A Tucson (Pacific 
Coast). After hitting .286 with 93 RBIs in 
1993, Nevin slipped to .263 with 79 RBIs in 
1994. Nevin also made 32 errors last season, 
and General Manager Bob Watson cautions 
that no one expect Nevin to be the equal of 
Caminiti on defense. 

Gone-zalez? Luis Gonzalez, the starting left 
fielder since 1991, and James Mouton, the 
regular right fielder most of 94, might be left 
out of the picture after the Astros acquired 
Phil Plantier and Derek Bell from San Diego. 
It’s likely the Astros are in the process of see- 
ing what they can get for Gonzalez, who is a 
steady player and could bring a starting pitch- 
er in return. Although the Astros haven't giv- 
en up on Mouton, Collins admitted that last 
year’s phenom could be the odd man out in 
95. “He could be the guy who gets lost in the 
shuffle,” Collins says. “I want Derek Bell to 
play right field, so right now James is going to 
be looked at as a center fielder.” Because the 
Astros intend to give rookie Brian Hunter the 
first crack at center, Mouton may start the 
season on the bench. EIL HOHLFELD 


LOS ANGELES DODGERS 


No sweat: The salary 
7D) cap will have little effect 
J YI on the Dodgers, who 
can spend as much as 
$43.5. million on their 
7 fF 1995 payroll. “We'll be 
iy far below what the cap 
is,” Executive Vice 
President Fred Claire says. “We won't even be 
in the same zone. That’s not something we 
have to deal with. What we have to deal with 
is zero income, or almost zero income. That's 
the real world.” Claire says the Dodgers have 
put together a budget that’s “well below” the 
team’s 1994 payroll. The Dodgers already are 
obligated for about $19 million in guaranteed 
salaries to 10 players. . . . Claire says he still 
has not reached a decision on free agents 
Orel Hershiser, Brett Butler and Mitch Web- 
ster. The three players must receive a qualify- 
ing offer by January 8 if the Dodgers hope to 
retain them. 
Good news: Darren Dreifort, who appeared 
headed for season-ending elbow surgery, 
continues to make progress without it. “It’s 
good news,” Claire says. “He’s throwing 
about 50 percent but still not off a mound, 
He's feeling good, he’s not having any prob- 
lems, he’s making progress.” Claire says the 
critical test will be in January, when Dreifort 
attempts to throw off a mound... . The 
Dodgers obtained minor league lefthander 
John O'Donoghue from the Orioles for 
righthander John DeSilva. VERRELL 
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From in to out? The Mets are thinking about Segui in left field, which is fine with him: Tf I had 


time to get ready to play the outfield (last summer), I probably wouldn't have minded at all.’ 


MONTREAL EXPOS 


Too expensive: Catcher 
Lenny Webster, who 
would have made 
$500,000 under the new 
salary-cap system, was 
not tendered a contract. 
The Expos felt that with 
righthanded-hitting 
prospect Tim Laker coming off a good season 
at Triple A, they didn’t want Webster at that 
price. “We'd like to have him back, but Lenny 
wants to look at other options,” director of 
player personnel Kevin Malone says. “I told 
him to look around and if he got another bet- 
ter offer, well, great. Good luck to him. But I 
also told him the door was very much open 
with us.” Webster was well-liked in the club- 
house and became Jeff Fassero’s personal 
catcher in 1994. 

Top rung: The Expos were chosen Team of 
the Year in a poll of Canadian sports editors 
and broadcasters. The Expos received 31 
first-place votes out of 60, ahead of the run- 
ner-tip Vancouver Canucks (who lost the 
Stanley Cup final to the New York Rangers). 
... Cliff Floyd, who has had so-so power num- 
bers for the Escogido Lions of the Dominican 
Winter League, has been the topic of trade 
discussions: between the Lions and the Lara 
Cardinals of the Venezuelan Winter League. 
Floyd's production in the Dominican has suf- 
fered because of turnover in the Lions’ See 
sonnel. —JerF BLAIR 


NEW YORK METS 


Standoff: The chance of 
signing Pete Harnisch 
may have slipped away. 
Acrimony developed in 
negotiations, with the 
Mets claiming agent 
Greg Clifton had been 
intentionally unrespon- 
sive. At the same time, Clifton expressed sur- 
prise that the Mets hadn’t made a qualifying 
offer to his client, making Harnisch an unre- 


stricted free agent. General Manager Joe 
Mcllvaine says he doesn’t know why Clifton 
had been slow to respond to a series of offers, 
the last of which guaranteed his client $6 mil- 
lion for two years. “I waited all day (Decem- 
ber 22) for a response, and none came,” Mcll- 
vaine says. “It was the third time they didn’t 
get back to us. . . . We've treated them in an 
upfront manner, and that treatment we've re- 
ceived hasn't been the same.” 

Segui in left? David Segui returned to his 
home in Kansas City after spraining his right 
thumb playing in Mexico. Segui says he is 
willing to play left field for the Mets. “If I had 
time to get ready to play the outfield (ast 
summer), I probably wouldn’t have minded at 
all,” Segui says. “I just didn’t like playing a po- 
sition that isn’t my best without time to pre- 
pare.” Joe Orsulak could share the left-field 
assignment with Jim Lindeman, non-roster 
Chris Jones or Kevin Northrup, the outfielder 
drafted from the Expos. Or Segui could win 
the position outright. —Marry Nose 


PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES 


Attitude adjustment: 
General Manager Lee 
Thomas says that when 
the strike is settled and 
the players return, they 
must take a large share 
of the responsibility for 
mending fences with 
fans. “In recent years, we've had a lot of guys 
who believed it was more important to run 
into the trainer’s room for a drink and to hang 
out than it was for them to.sit by their lockers 
and answer questions from reporters,” 
Thomas says. “That is definitely going to 
change. I’m letting all of our players know 
that they have a responsibility to communi- 
cate with the fans through the reporters. It’s 
going to be team policy, and it is going to be 
enforced.” 

Contract action: Although the Phillies did not 
tender contracts to catcher Todd Pratt and 
righthander Ben Rivera, both could wind up 
returning. The decision to cut Pratt was part- 
ly a financial one. As a two-year player, he had 


to be paid $175,000 under the salary-cap sys- 
tem. Since he has seldom played, the Phillies 
would like to sign him at a figure closer to the 
new $115,000 minimum. Rivera, who would 
be paid at the $275,000 rate for players with 
three to four years of service, is likely to miss 
1995 because of a torn rotator cuff... . Al 
though they're still publicly interested in 
Terry Pendleton, the Phillies seem to be ze- 
roing in on re-signing Mariano Duncan to 
play third base. iu. Brown 


PITTSBURGH PIRATES 


Ahead of the game: The 
Pirates feel like they're 
already gaining from 
baseball’s new econom- 


ing eligible for arbitra- 
tion, Jeff King, Dave 
Clark and Orlando 
Merced were restricted free agents. The Pi- 
rates re-signed each for less than the play- 
ers would have gotten under the old arbitra- 
tion system. In King’s case, he actually took 
a pay cut, which would have been unheard 
of in arbitration. All told, the Pirates proba- 
bly saved more than $1 million because of 
the new system. . . . With the exception of 
Zane Smith, the Pirates have cleared up 
much of their offseason free-agent business. 
Smith is the only potential free agent the Pi- 
rates are interested in bringing back. The 
hangup is length of contract: Smith wants 
three years, but the Pirates don’t want to go 
beyond two, citing Smith’s age (34) and in- 
jury history. He was 10-8 with a 3.27 ERA in 
25 games last season. 

No sale: The Pirates have already said they 
aren't interested in bringing back Andy Van 
Slyke. They also have no interest in re-sign- 
ing Tom Foley, Lloyd McClendon and Lance 
Parrish. Nelson Liriano will take Foley’s util- 
ity infielder spot, Steve Pegues is the extra 
outfielder instead of McClendon and Mark 
Parent replaces Parrish as Don Slaught’s 
backup. —Joun MEHNo 


SAN DIEGO PADRES 


No dumping allowed: 
The morning after mak- 
~ ing the 12-player trade 

) with Houston and tak- 
ing on nearly $5.5 mil- 
lion in salaries, Randy 
Smith was called by two 
other general man- 
agers looking to trade high-priced players. 
Smith wasn’t interested, saying the Padres 
will, generally speaking, remain frugal. “This 
is not a bottomless pit of money we have,” 
Smith says. “We’re never going to have a 
$35-million payroll. We're still going to have 
to be smart and make good decisions.” Ken 
Caminiti and Steve Finley, in line to make 
$8.6 million in ’95, will be free agents after 
the season. But don’t assume the Padres will 
lock them up to long-term deals; rather, they 
likely will try to keep some economic flexi- 
bility, with a small base of long-term debt. In 
this way, they will be in a position where 
they can acquire high-priced talent at a low 
cost in personnel, from clubs attempting to 
slash payroll — as they did with the Astros. 
Lineup set? There are only two holes that 
need to be filled. The Padres need a left- 
handed reliever to replace Pedro Martinez, 
who was part of the Houston package. Smith 
will scan the free-agent market for a veteran 


Join 
Ted Williams 


at the as 


"Hitters 
Hall-ofFame" 


in Citrus County, Florida. 


On February 8 and 9, 1995, imagine 
yourself mingling with the likes of Ted 
Williams, Ralph Kiner, Willie McCovey, Al 
Kaline, Jeff Bagwell, Wade Boggs, Tory 
Gwynn, Stan Musial, Brooks Robinson, 
Willie Mays, Phil Rizzuto, Bob Lemon and 
many more! 


It'll all happen at the "Legends Dinner" 
and dedication ceremony for the opening 
of two new wings of the Ted Williams 
Museum and Hitters Hall of Fame at 
Citrus Hills, in Hernando, Florida. Twenty 
of the greatest hitters of all time plus four | 
of the greatest hitters of the 1994 season 
will be enshrined and honored at the Ted 
Williams Museum. ~ 


Surrounded by legendary sports figures, 
you'll enjoy a gourmet meal and first class 
entertainment. The event will be hosted by 
sportscaster Bob Costas with former presi- 
dent George Bush as a special quest. There 
will be heavy media coverage by all of the 
major networks. 


Seats are limited at this once-in-a-lifetime 
event. Reservations for the exclusive Feb- 
ruary 8th "Legends Dinner" is $1,500 per 
person and includes a reserved seat at the 
official dedication ceremony the following 
morning. You'll also receive a 28-page 
limited edition commemorative program 
anda litho print signed and numbered. For 
the dedication ceremony alone, a reserved 
seat is $200; a general admission seat is 
$50. 


Make checks payable to: Ted Williams 
Museum, 2455 N. Citrus Hills Blvd., 
Hernando, FL 34442. For credit cafd 
reservations, further information or over- 
night accommodations, call 904-527- 
6566. 


Citrus County, the home of Ted Williams 
and his Museum, is located 65 to 70 miles 
north of Tampa and northwest of Orlando. 


Design and production of this ad 
donated by Crowley & Company 
Advertising, Inc., Hernando, FL 34442. 
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' Giants the two previous seasons. But if not, 
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Taking a stand: Ripken says he wouldn't cross the players’ picket line next season, even if it cost him 


MORRIS FOSTOFF 
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a chance to break Gehrig's record for consecutive games. 


lefty such as Jesse Orosco or Paul Assen- 
macher. And with the departure of utilityman 
Craig Shipley, the Padres are also in the mar- 
ket for a backup infielder. —Buster OLNEY 


“SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS 


Pitching problems: Gen- 


a eral Manager Bob 
ae (ANTS Quinn promises “fo 
CE NVEAINT T®R spend every waking 
GIES moment addressing 

= our pitching needs” af- 


ter trading John Bur- 

kett and failing to ten- 
der a contract to Trevor Wilson, making him 
a free agent. “Every dollar available will be 
directed the same way,” Quinn says. Quinn 
says he would like to sign one or two free 
agents — including Bill Swift, who was 8-7 
last season after going 10-4 and 21-8 with the 


they will take a hard look at some pitchers in 
the organization. One of those is righthander 
Dan Carlson, who won 13 games last season 
for Triple-A Phoenix (Pacific Coast). Quinn 
also says a starter could come from a group 
that includes Dave Burba, Kevin Rogers and 
Pat Gomez, all of whom pitched in relief 
roles last season. 

His heart’s in . . . Wilson didn’t rule out re- 


signing with the Giants. He was out all last 
season with shoulder problems. “Td still like 
to see something happen with the Giants,” he 
says. “I've been with them so long (six sea- 
sons, including 13, 8 and 7 victories 1991-93), 
I feel that’s where I belong. I don’t have any 
bitter feelings. They’ve stuck by me my 
whole career. My first choice is.to go back 
there. I feel like 1 owe the dang organization 
something after last year.” —taay STONE 


ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 


Message for Geronimo: 
Moments before the 
deadline for four-year 
players to become re- 
stricted free agents un- 
der the owners’ imple- 
mentation system, Gen- 
eral Manager Walt Jock- 
etty and Geronimo Pena agreed on a one-year 
contract that will pay Pena an estimated 
$750,000. Jocketty says he wanted to get 
Pena signed before free agency because “we 
needed a second baseman. I hope this sends 
him a message.” The Cardinals also signed 
Brian Jordan, who they say will get a chance 
to be a regular in the outfield, to a $725,000 
contract. Among those not tendered con- 
tracts was reliever Mike Perez, who was the 


Cardinals’ closer at the beginning of the sea- 
son and finished with 12 saves in 14 attempts. 
But he also finished with an 8.71 ERA, a bad 
shoulder and ticket to Triple-A Louisville 
(American Association). Jocketty says he 
would have interest in Perez at a low base 
salary with several levels of incentives. 

Can’t go crazy: The Cardinals sent qualifying 
offers to. third baseman Todd Zeile, pitchers 
John Habyan and Rich Rodriguez and out- 
fielder Ray Lankford and said they would 
match offers to these restricted free agents 
— but within reason. “If not, we have to find 
replacements,” Jocketty says. “We can’t af- 
ford to go crazy.” —Rick Hummet 


BALTIMORE ORIOLES 


No special treatment: 
Shortstop Cal Ripken 
still insists he will not 
cross picket lines to ex- 
tend his consecutive 
games streak, even if it 
means losing his 
chance to overtake Yan- 
kees great Lou Gehrig. There were reports 
that the Major League Baseball Players Asso- 
ciation had discussed with Ripken the possi- 
bility of preserving the streak even if there is 
no settlement in baseball’s long and bitter la- 
bor dispute, but Ripken had dismissed such 
an offer before it was made. “Cal has stated 
all along that the streak will not stand in the 
way of his responsibility to the association,” 
says Ripken’s agent, Ron Shapiro. “He feels 
strongly about what the players in the past 
did for him and his obligation to them, as well 
as to the players in the future.” 

Outfield options: The Orioles were left in a bit 
of a quandary when free agent Jay Buhner de- 
cided to stay in Seattle — they still may be 
two starting outfielders short of a solid line- 
up. But Royals restricted free agent Brian 
McRae may provide a suitable solution. 
McRae says he would like to sign with one of 
three A.L. East teams, a list that includes the 
Orioles. The Royals have the right to match 
any offer, but pressure to reduce their payroll 
may force them to let McRae walk if he re- 
ceives a rich multiyear Puen another 


club. ETER SCHMUCK 
BOSTON RED SOX 
Nothing new: Lefthander 


Tony Fossas has never 
been on a 40-man roster 
when spring training 
opened, and that’s not 
likely to change in "95. 
He wasn’t tended a con- 
tract by the Red Sox, 
but he does have an invitation fo training 
camp. “The good Lord has always taken care 
of me,” says Fossas, who made the Red Sox 
roster each of the past four seasons after 
coming to spring training as a non-roster in- 
vitee. Over that span, Fossas, 37, has ap- 
peared in 239 games, including 71 in 1993. 
He has been tough on lefthanded hitters, 
holding them to a .182 average last season 
and a .130 mark in 1992. . .: General Manag- 
er Dan Duquette is ready to jump into the 
free-agent market for pitching help and re- 
portedly has his eye on lefthander Steve Av- 
ery and righthander Ken Kill. “We've talked 
with sonte agents, and we've talked with 
some teams about possibly trading for a 
pitcher and getting some outfield help,” Du- 
quette says. 


The Sporting News 


Unwanted freedom: Infielder Tim Naehring 
became a four-year free agent when the own- 
ers implemented the salary cap, but his heart 
remains in Boston. “I love it there; the orga- 
nization’s done a lot for me,” Naehring says. 
“Tl listen to whatever offer comes around, 
but I'd have to think twice about leaving the 
Red Sox.” —Joe GiuLioTt 


CALIFORNIA ANGELS 


Coming attraction: A 
name to watch in camp 
with the Angels this 
spring: Luis Raven, who 
hit .305 with 13 homers 
in 85 games with Triple- 
A Vancouver (Pacific 
Coast) after being pro- 
moted from Double A. “He’s a righthanded 
hitter with some pop,” Manager Marcel 
Lachemann says. “He’s really a later bloomer. 
He didn’t start putting things together until 
last winter in Venezuela. But he’s a big, 
strong kid with some agility. He’s not a base 
clogger.” Raven, 26, can play outfield, first 
and third base. 

Playing the slots: If the trade talks involving 
center fielder Chad Curtis don’t produce a 
deal, Lachemann will have to decide where to 
place Curtis’ bat. He began 1994 as a leadoff 
hitter but eventually bounced among five 
spots in the lineup before finishing in the No. 
3 hole. Lachemann’s theory: When Curtis 
gets on base, pitchers will either have to 
throw cleanup batter Chili Davis fastballs to 
inhibit Curtis from running or continue 
throwing breaking balls to Davis, which gives 
Curtis a better chance to steal. Curtis prefers 
batting third or leadoff to the second spot. “It 
frees me up alittle more,” he says. “In the No. 
2 hole, I had to hit to right field, hit behind 
runners, hit the ball where it was pitched or 
to a certain part of the field." —Dave Cunningham 


CHICAGO WHITE SOX 


Cora going? The first ca- 
sualty of the salary cap 
could be starting sec 
ond baseman Joey Cora, 
the only White Sox play- 
er not tendered a con- 
tract. “It doesn’t mean 
he won't sign with us,” 
General Manager Ron Schueler says. “Tt just 
means I wasn’t prepared to offer him 110 per- 
cent.” Cora hit .276 last season when he led 
off much of the time but was expendable be- 
cause of Norberto Martin, who hit .275 in 131 
at-bats with the White Sox last season, and 
hot prospect Ray Durham, who hit .296 with 
34 stolen bases at Triple-A Nashville (Ameri- 
can Association). ... Just before implementa- 
tion, the White Sox signed potential free 
agents Scott Radinsky and Craig Grebeck. 
Radinsky missed all of last season after being 
diagnosed with Hodgkin’s disease, but he 
was cleared to play by team doctors before 
being re-signed. 

Fernandez staying? The team’s only restricted 
free agent is pitcher Alex Fernandez. With 
Jack McDowell gone, Fernandez is the ace of 
the staff and finds himself in an enviable po- 
sition. “I love downtown Chicago, and I love 
the city and the organization,” Fernandez 
says. “But I'm not going to close my doors on 
anybody.” Fernandez lives in suburban Mia- 
mi and might consider an offer from the Mar- 
lins. His agent, Scott Boras, is looking for a 
long-term deal. —Dave van Dyex 
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Relief on the way: The Tigers might give Brian Maxcy a spot in their bullpen, if his shoulder is is healthy, Mae 


pitched in Double A and Triple A last season before shoulder tendinitis sidelined him. 


CLEVELAND INDIANS 


A tight fit: The Indians 
are facing a $33.86-mil- 
lion payroll limit for a 
40-man roster under 
the new salary-cap sys- 
tem. Approximately $28 
million already has 
been committed for 16 
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players and another $1 million to $1.5 mil 
lion will be eaten up by disabled players, 
salaries for 15 minor leaguers and termina- 
tion pay for released players. That leaves 
about $4 million to sign nine more players 
who will open the season on the active 25- 
man roster. General Manager John Hart still 
hopes to lure a free-agent pitcher, but bud- 
get restraints could limit his options. .. . Al 
though most owners have said they will use 
replacement players if the labor problems 
persist, Indians executives insist the matter 


has not been discussed internally. 
“I'm being honest with you when 
I say that we have not had any in- 
house discussions about replace- 
ment players,” Assistant General 
Manager Dan O'Dowd says. 

Staying put: Lefthanded reliever 
David Lynch, a six-year minor 
league free agent, re-signed with 
the Indians. Lynch was 2-7 with a 
4.68 ERA at Triple-A Charlotte last 
season. . . . The Indians have 
signed Jack Mull to coach at Buf- 
falo, their new Triple-A affiliate. 
For the past 20 years, Mull, a for- 
mer catcher, first baseman and 
outfielder in the Cubs’ organiza- 
tion, has worked at various jobs 
with the Giants. | —SHELDON OcKER 


DETROIT TIGERS 


Refill in the 
pen: Regard- 
less of eco- 
nomics, the 
Tigers will 
have to re- 
stock their 
bullpen when 
baseball is played. Undependable 
relief was a prime factor in the 
club’s ghastly 5.38 ERA last sea- 
son. The arrival of new pitching 
coach Ralph Treuel and the club’s 
pledge to promote its own players 
may hasten the climbs of right- 
handers Phil Stidham and Brian Maxcy. Stid- 
ham, 26, was hit hard during a brief, early- 
season call-up but rebounded to finish the 
season at Triple-A Toledo (International) as 
its closer (3-3, 3.13, three saves). Maxcy, 24, 
allowed no runs in 10% innings at Double-A 
Trenton (Eastern) before going 2-3 with a 
1.62 ERA at Toledo. However, shoulder ten- 
dinitis ended his season, and he must prove 
he’s healthy. 

Coming and going: Maxcy’s chances could im- 
prove — and the bullpen would become even 


MORRIS FOSTOFF 


THE SPORTS MARKETPLACE 


Reach over 3.5 million sports enthusiasts each week with an ad in THE SPORTS 
MARKETPLACE. Ad deadlines are Tuesdays 5:00 PM EST, eight (8) days prior to on sale date. 
Call Vinnie White or Richard Goldstein today for advertising information or to place your ad 


LICENSED) 


About Results... 


| Visa/MasterCard/AmExpress Ghoré CALL TOLL FREE 1-800- §35- 5667. IL res, add sales tax. Makes a great 


{aitt. Satisfaction Guaranteed. ORDER NOW! Canada add $3 or call 708 - 359 - 5408. fe ee J 


— ADVERTISING — 


IS AN INVESTMENT! NOT AN EXPENSE! 
Ask Any SPORTING NEWS Advertiser! 


For More Information: 


1-800-445-2714 


AUSTRALIAN SPORT & LEISURE CLOTHING Ltd 
INTERESTED IN AUSTRALIAN SPORTS ? We have an exclusive 
license to sell AFL (Australian Football League) products in the U.S.A. 
You will be associated with one of the toughest physical sports in the 
world. For full color catalogue send $2.00, refundable on any item pur- 
chased to 825 E, Evelyn Avenue #528 Sunnyvale,CA 94086 
VISA-MASTERCARD-AM EXPRESS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-404-9400 
PRODUGT QUALITY. SERVICE . AFFORDABILITY .. 


Call (800) 445-2714 or (212) 779-5448/ /5463 Fax (212) 779-5568 


LICENSED APPAREL 2 = 
es ENJOY THE PLAYOFFS WITH 
“4 HEADGATOR®6 IN 1 HEADGEAR 


= Worn by NFL Players = All sport / all weather * Changes 
instantly to NECKWARMER, HOOD, MASK, SWEATBAND, 
EARBAND, HAT « Polypropylene/ Lycra fabric blocks out wind & 
cold * Non-allergenic * Durable * Machine washable ¢ One size 
fits all men, women & children * Made in USA = For athletes & 
fans all year rounds All NFL teams available in official team 
colors = OR solids: red, black, white, gray, navy, ae brown, 


EXCLUSIVELY FOR THE U.S.A. 


more wide-open — if middle-relief right 
hander Joe Boever isn’t re-signed. Boever (9- 
2, 3.98 in 46 games) is a free agent, and G.M. 
Joe Klein says Boever’s durability will attract 
interest from several teams. And with incum- 
bent closer Mike Henneman struggling bad- 
ly entering the final year of a three-year, 
$10.5-million deal, there could soon be an 
opening for a stopper. No one in the system 
appears ready for that role. |—Reip CREAGER 


KANSAS CITY ROYALS 


Goodbye Brian? Hal 
McRae was fired -as 
manager and now son 
Brian McRae figures 
his days with the club 
© are numbered. McRae, 
Royals a restricted free agent, 
believes the Royals will 
use their money to keep pitchers before try- 
ing to retain him. “That’s what I'd do if I were 
them. It doesn’t take a rocket scientist to fig- 
ure it out,” he says. “To have a chance to win 
when you're rebuilding, you keep your pitch- 
ing. To keep your offensive guys doesn’t 
make sense.” McRae says he is interested in 
playing for three other A.L. teams — the Red 
Sox, Orioles and Tigers. “I think Boston and 
Baltimore are teams heading in the right di- 
rection, and I'd love to play for Sparky any- 
time.” McRae is one of four restricted free 
agents to receive qualifying offers from the 
Royals. The others are pitchers Kevin Appier, 
Tom Gordon and Jose DeJesus. To keep 
them, the Royals will have to match any oth- 
er club’s salary offer. 
Surprise star: Class-A catcher Sal Fasano is 
the Royals’ minor league player of the year. 
He collected 32 homers and 113 RBIs at 
Rockford and Wilmington. He was a 37th- 
round pick in 1993. “(He) looks like he can be 
the whole package,” farm director Bob Heg- 
man says. “He’s solid defensively and hits 
with power and average. He’s probably the 
biggest surprise of ‘94.” Wilmington staff- 
mates Mike Bovee and Jim Pittsley won the 
minor league pitching award. —Dicn KAgGeL 


New “FUN” Novelty 


Musical MLB Caps 
Press the top to play “Take 
Me Out To The Ball Game” 

Licensed replica caps of all 
Major League Baseball Teams 
ADJ quality cotton twill 
Only $15.00 + $3.00 S/H 
Send check or M.O. to: 
Musical Apparel, PO Box 
1384, Hollywood, FL 33022 


1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


~ Call Toll Free = 
> 1-800-977-0776 = 


Minor Leagues, Major Dreams 


Minor League Baseball Jerseys 
By DeLong 


Over 400 items from MLB Affiliated Minor 
Leagues, Hawaiian, Arizona, TX/LA Leagues, 
Silver Bullets. Fitted/Adj Caps & Outerwear 
Write for FREE Brochure to: 
P.O. Box 6098 Anaheim, CA 92816- 
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We have the Best in 


CONVERTERS 
DESCRAMBLERS! 


Everquest ¢ Panasonic ¢ Jerrold 
Zenith © Pioneer ¢ Scientific 
Atlanta Oak ¢ Eagle 
Hamlin ¢ Tocom 


Call For Your 
FREE Catalog Today! 


1 800 
624-1150 


-And say NO to un-earthly 
equipment rental fees. 


ps = 
MID Lettionts~ 


875 S. 72nd Street * Omaha, NE 68114 


Member of National Consumer Cable Association 


CABLE CONVERTERS 


Jerrold, Scientific, 
Atlanta, Zenith, Pioneer 
and Tocom systems 


We specialize in 
“QUANTITY PRICING” 


We will beat any price, 
just fax us your invoice! 


B & S Sales 
(810) 566-7248 
fax ($10) 566-7258 
No Michigan sales 


er =e ain 
3 “19th Ye Yoar Panasonic 7 <= Customer 
sae = ee 5 
ieee 


CONVERTERS & DESCRAMBLERS 
STOP THE MONOPOLY, SAVE MONEY DONT zy 


" 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ! 

* FRIENDLY - PROFESSIONAL - SERVICE ! 

* DISCOVER ~* VISA * AMEX * MASTERCARD 

* ANYONT IMPLYING THEFT OF SERVICE WILL DE 
DENIED SALE OF EQUIPMENT 


| VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS INC. 
i FOR ORDERS ONLY C 


-1-800-GO- CABLE 


CABLE TV 
DESCRAMBLERS x CONVERTERS 
* 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

* LOWEST PRICES 

* FREE CATALOG 


* IMMEDIATE SHIPPING 


PERFORMANCE ELECTRONICS 
233 N. 48th, Ste. MBE, Lincoin, NE 68504 


1-800-815-1512 


COMBINATION SPECIALS ! 


ALL YOU NEED FOR ONE LOW PRICE 


ONLY $1 75, 00 


Stargate Combo limited fo XL213 
with CMIM2 or CMSA Descrambier 


ONLY $2 79.00 


FREE CATALOG 


CABLE TV CONVERTER 
& DESCRAMBLER 


NU-TEK 


ELECTRONICS 


3250 Hatch Cason Ea 78613 


0 NES 
BRB 


@ INDIVIDUALS & DEALERS WELCOME 
® QUANTITY DISCOUNTS 
® OVER 6 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
© PROFESSIONAL TECHNICAL SUPPORT 
© EQUIPMENT IS TESTED BEFORE SHIPPING 
@ 30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE/ 90 DAY WARRANTY 
@ WE HANDLE NEW EQUIPMENT ONLY! 

DON'T TRUST LAST YEARS OBSOLETE AND UNSOLD STOCK 
® ORDERS SHIPPED WITHIN 24 HOURS 


NOW SELLING CABLE CONVERTERS AND 
DESCRAMBLERS TO THE PUBLIC! 


(512) 219-3270 


NO TEXAS SALES 


Purchaser must agree to comply with all state and federal laws vs eal | 
regarding private ownership of cable TV equipment. Anyone Ge 
implying theft of cable service will be denied assistance. Sica 


Our TSN Advertising Reps will be 
glad to assist you with your personal 
AdVERTISING NEEds. 
1-800-445-2714 


CAMPS & SCHOOLS 


KICKING camps | (uatcy er We 
Ages 8-18 * Learn Football From The 


] iste Vener: July * Boys 10-19 | 
AFL Sike Hace Hone Mant esd Fe anion: Best Players In The NFL « Featuring 
Chris Bahr, John Jett, Al DelGreco, Chris Gar-f] | BEARS, COWBOYS, EAGLES, GIANTS, 
JETS, PACKERS, PATRIOTS, STEELERS, 
& REDSKINS! QB Camps! Kicking Camps! 


docki, Tommy Bamhardt, Ken Willis, & Major Col- 
lege Kickers. 
KICK WITH THE PROS 13th Year 
Lear From NFL's Best. 
COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 
POTENTIAL 


We have it all! Overnight camps in or near 
CT, FL, IL, IN, MD, MA, MI, MN, NC, NJ, NY, 
OH, OK, PA, TX, VA, WI! 

For FREE brochure call FREE 


TOLL FREE 1-800-272-7017 
Separate “Contact” Camp w/NFL Pros 
Separate Pro Tryout Camp wiNFL Scouts 

soar *“Non'Contact" H-sch Team Camp ‘Redskins ] 
a 


1-800-466-6888 (24 hrs.) 


The Sporting News 


GET THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY IN 
CABLE CONVERTERS AND 
DESCRAMBLERS 


© Best prices 

@ Save on ee rental fees 

© Quality uae andise by brand- 
name man une: 

° fread personal service 

© Thirty-day money back guarantee 


e All orders delivered fast and conveniently via FedEx Economy Two-Day* service == 
You'll appreciate the premium view when you order from us! 


rucsou a7 05705 CALL FOR FREE CATALOG! 1-800-841-7835 


With Year 
ZOOO 
Technology! 


Replaces Jerold, Pioneer 
and Scientific Atlanta 


Features... 


¢ Built in Descrambler 
© ris Interface 
750 MHz 


1234 PM 
1-FAVORITE CHANNELS 
2-SET CLOCK 
3--COMVERTER SETUP 


ENTER THE 
PARENTAL CODE 


* Infra-Red Wireless Remote Control 

* Integrated Volume and Mute Control 

* On Screen Menu Displays For All 
a Functions 


¢ Channel 3/4 Switchable 
* Last Channel! Recall 
° Sequential or Direct Channel Access 
° HRC / STD / IRC Programmabie 
* Auto Frequency Control Tuning 
* Favorite Channel Memory Bank ¢ Sleep Timer 
° Programmable Parental Lockout * Audio and Video Ports 


° Switched Electrical Outlet 
° Inview Video Pass-Thru Technology 
ee DESCRAMBLERS / CONVERTERS 


CAMPS & SCHOOLS 


r mA.S.C. “CONTACT” = = 
FOOTBALL CAMPS 


{ PA, IL, TX, NY/CANADA ¢ June, July « Boys 8-19 


ATHLETES 14 - 22 
Cte a conaaene “COLLEGE IS THE WAY TO THE PROS” 
Pro Staff: Ellard, Bortz, Harper, Stepnoski, Beuier- BASEBALL - FOOTBALL - BASKETBALL 

tein, Regg. White, D. Johnston, A! Smith, Dri. i 
Green, Reed, K. Davis, B. Mitchell, L. Brown, 
Waddie, Carrier, Tolbert, Ervins, Schlereth + 
| 95 major college coaches. j 
LIVE WITH THE PROS 18th Year 
Le College coaches will look you over. J 
or poe and information: 


ALL COLLEGE SPORTS li ex 
404-989-2578 ] 
24 HR/7 DAY INFOLINE 4 


iD 20898 

EE 1-800-272-7017 
parate “Kicking” Camp w/NFL Kickers 
Separate Pro Tryout Camp wiNFL Scouts: Bilis 


Read seen A.S.C. == = 
Separate “Non’Contact” H-sch Team Camp 
= a a 


PRO FOOTBALL 


TRYOUT CAMPS f 
Qpen to all Free Agents, All Positions 
| Be Seen by Pro Coaches & Scouts i 
NFL CUTS DRAFT! 
Come to Tryout Camp 
| Heip Fill Empty Roster Spots 
2 Locations e 4 Full ys 
] TX June 10-13 e PA June 18-21 fj 
“LIVE” CONTACT & SCRIMMAGES 
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-272-7017 
Separate Youth “Kicking” Camp w/NFL Kickers 
Lsepzete Youth “Contact” Camps w/NFL Pros 
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HOBBY CORNER 


ee, SAN DIEGO SPORTS 
10639 Roselle St. 
Ste. A+ Dept. TSN 

* San Diego, CA 92121 


CREDIT CARD «B 
ORDERS 3 
1-800-227-0483 * 


Cool Papa Bell . $125 


Se roy Sarde 
FLEER (1-600) ........... oe Jocko Conlon ....... 90 
SEORES(T-B3O).  cniscsensessncesvene Ray Dandridge ..... 40 
UPPER DECK CC SE** (1-265) ... $34.75 | Bill Dickey .......... 150 

MBO SPECIAL Bobby Doerr......... 40 


T,D,ES,UD CC SE 
ADD 100 SHEETS & ALBUM FOR $13.50 
ALBUMS FOR 3 OR MORE SETS $13.25 EA. 
SETS AVAILABLE cade 1995 
*At this time these card ci 
ieee a ae series. For 


twill freee tal See ii 
Bers wil ce limited issued. 


me per, Dsck: is uci Premium set_called 
ics Product Fedfion ig by Upper Deck 265 vga 
Tie set poehg boa 2 one-time 
will include 5-6 top players from Sach 


1961 YANKEES 
REPRINT SET 


HOWARD'S SPORTS COLLECTIBLES 
128 E. Main St. 1-800-457-9974 


5 BASEBALL 


Leipsic, OH 45856 
FOIL BOX 


Donruss 1 = a =o pee 29.95 
Fleer Set (1-600) .............. 

Score 1 Set (1-330)......... 
Topps 1 Set (1-396) ........ 
Upper Deck CC (1-265) ..34.95 


1995 Diamond King 1 Set (14 
cards) includes Thomas, 
Bagwell, M. Williams (RARE) 


29.95 


Co JA bet hd ech i Un 
Sl 
NEW - RARE! One each Topps caries Donnuss | sac C99) nem 19.95 
feet ' 1995 D Elit ‘ds — 
1994 Leaf Limited series 1 and Fleer Set .... 114.50 Bagwol saps train 
Rookie Foil BOX | Ais Sets csecsccosssssnrsseeee 169.95 | Williams - 39.00 O'Neill - 29.50 
Nf (Delivery upon receipt from manufacturer- 
$129.50 a “ae Maddux - 29.50 Griffey Jr. - 79.00 


SPECIAL OFFER: 100 - 9 Pocket Sheets & 1-3" Deluxe Album - $10.99 


WE ACCEPT VISA, Mastercard, AmEx, Discover & COD or Mail in Order. Add $5.00P&H per Set or Sheets & Aum Special, $2.00 
P&Hpersinglecardecemaiset. $5.00 Minimum P&H. Ohioresidents.add 6% Sales Tax. Prices are subjectto change. Items subject to availabilty. 
ff you ere using a credit cand lt wil be charged for the full amount when your order enters our system. There is a $5.00 COD fee. 


BASEBALL 


“O4 BASEBALL SETS $184.95 

Topps, Oonruss, Fleer, Score 
"95 TOPPS | SET $26.95" 
*95 FLEER'| SET $54.95° 
‘95. SCORE | SET $26.95° 
“95 DONRUSS | SET ...$32.95° 
UP. DECK 1 NBA SET..$2995 JALL 4 SETS... $114.95 | 
@ QUALITY CARDS - 1-800-65 

» 7287 Bennington Pike, Ravenna, OH 44266 
SEae _ info. (216) 297-0004 ““Dec-Jan. delivery expected 


FREE SHIPPING 


94-95 HOOPS | NBA SETS$24.95° 
94-95 S. BOX | NBA SET $2495" 
94-05 FLEER | NBA'SET $19.95" 
ALL 3 ABOVE SETS....$54:95° 


Advertising Pays 
When You Advertise 
In THE SPORTING 
NEWS. Call Today! 
1-800-449-2714 


The World's Only Self-Contained 
Batting Practice System! 


Call NOW for FREE Brochure 


7 Days ee 24 Hours 


Sateen USA + 1 
an Diego. CA 


“Twenty years of advertising in The 
Sporting News has made my umpire 
schoo! the No. 1 attended in the 


United States." — Harry Wendelistedt 


BATTING TuT0R 
The Backyard Pitching Machine 


Fastballs, curves 
and sinkers 


Pitches poly 
baseballs up to 
60 MPH 


Complete Rental Program 
Priced From $395 - $2000 


Pockage Pricing On Popular Modets 


it 
1-800-448-8867 


for FREE brochure 


Ret. Specdignin $495 Ref. Ragun S695 
[Mew Tracer $995. Nevy Stalker $1495 


RADAR SALES - 5485 Pineview Ln. - Plymouth - fit - 55442 
Phone (612) SS7-G654 - Fax (612) 550-0454 


COMPLETE BASEBALL SETS 1981 -1994 


Se |= SS SSeS eee 
pseore fff 725] 14:26] 2475 | 10:75] 20:28] 40.75 | 50.75] i 


SCARCE HALL OF FAME SIGNED BASEBALLS 


Charlie Gehringer $90 | Johnny Mize....... $50 C [ 1995C 
sehen onion Set 
Lefty Gomez rr 150 | Phil Rizzuto .......... 45 1991 (- OMG on All new for 1995, 5, Including a Ken Griffey, ve : 
Burleigh Grimes . 250 | Joe Sewell eee samping anf col 8 Broioess hes sess cut Cy 
Carl Hubbell ....... 125 | Joe and AUS Goth “138-78 | Series will ship Jan/Feb 
JoayJornecn 2. 160)| Enos Slaugtor=. os | gumseciuyny ui (See MEE? GaaED S222 
y Johnson..... nos Slaughter .... 35 sueee SPECIAL BUY ALL ~1540) - $24, 
- “ 1995 SERIES 1 AND 2 SETS - $44.75 
Warren Spahn..... 40 (ANBAR APKEE.’ | "Secu puveomiseness 


Bill Terry 


PHANTOM 
WORLD SERIES 
BASEBALL 
FROM THE 1994 SERIES 
THAT NEVER WAS! 


1910 T-206 Tobacco 
1911 T-205 Tobacco ... 


PROTECT. 
YOUR CARDS 


1 — For 
00 s~Pilas' Ig : “% =| | the x 
album, |. r illustra 


Please specify over 5000 


the fe; shox de- 


SUPER BOWL 
TICKETS-—BUYER 


Private party wants to buy two 
tickets fairly priced. No brokers 
please. 305-752-1555. Leave 
message if no answer. 


YOU CAN BE 2 TO 3 INCHES TALLER 


“NEW COMFORT LIFT” 

Men: Place comfort lift in any shoe, boot or 
sneaker. Makes you 2 to 3 inces taller-Safe com- 
fortable undetectible. Combines cushion with 
advanced design. Patent pending, factory direct. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. 1 pair $14.95 + $3.40 
P/H. 2 pair or more $13.95 + $3.40 each pair. 

Canada add $3.00. Send check or M.O. to: 
BAXTER SHOE CO., 
Dy) 1204 Avenue U, Ste. 1007 

Zz Brooklyn, NY 11229 
4-6 weeks delivery 


oe 
SPORTS MEDICINE 


PRODUCTS 


Counter Force Knee Wrap 
The new Counter Force Knee Wrap is 
designed to provide support to the knee 
joint while allowing mobility and a full 
range of flexion, straps and loops above 
and below the kneecap allowing for fur- 
ther kneecap stabilization. 


1-800-221-1601 


Made in the USA 
Recommended by medical 
professionals for men and 

women of all ages 
Cho-Pat® Inc., 
PO Box 293, Hainesport, NJ 08036 
M-F 9-5 pm EST ¢ (609) 261-1336 
MasterCard & Visa Accepted 


ae Sets 


next 3 months you will recieve free 
thorou; 


and 
Catalogue. 
a oman several hundre : hed é 
Sree products ntification and is pac! re 
st items. New! Besutitel fall ) 
co jor Covers every month! 
Free with any order or send 7-29¢ stam) 
dollars to receive the next 3 issues. 
issue will arrive within 8 days. 


10639 Roselle St. 
5 Ste. A+ Dept. TSN 
= San Diego, CA 92121 


1991-1994 SETS BY 


ORDERS i 
1-800-227-0483 >~¢ 


CARD OF BOB FELLER! 


1994 UPPER 
DECK HEROES 
saisol| OF Beare 


ILLUSTR 


FREE! Aer oe 
CATALOGUE, : 


sS 


96-pagi 
Each monthly issue 
exciting pictures 


or two 
‘our first 


Screw Ball 


$2.00 + long SASE w/.55 postage 
gets you 2 bumper stickers and 
information on shirts and caps. 
$12.95 + $2.50 S&H gets 100% 
cotton T-Shirt (black/white logo) 
specify size S, M, L, XL 


$8.95 + $2.50 S&H gets black 
cap w/logo 


add .SO S&H each added item 
CA residents add 8.25% sales tax 
Visa & MC accepted 
Rob Mullog Enterprises 
2018 Shattuck Ave #145 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
Fax 510-524-3765 


“We have advertised with The Sporting 
News since 1978 and will continue be- 
cause of the outstanding response we 
have received.” — Doyle Baseball 


SPORTS INFORMATION 


INFO=$+$+$+$ 
Injuries & Weather 
affect final scores 

Vital Info = Winning Play 
Updated every 1/2 hr. 
Call right before you play 
1-900-484-4040 Ext. 494 
$2/min. avg. call 3 min. avg. cost $6 


Maximum cost $10 Touchtone only 18+ 
Cust Serv STRAUSS COMM Carmel, CA 408- 625-1910 


FOOTBALL /LOTTO 
HOTLINE 
1-900-285-7890 


$1.95 1st min. & $1.45 ea. add. 1 min. 
Over 18 yrs/touch tone phone, avg. call 2-3 min. 


MCE Telecommmunications, Irvine, CA 92714 
(714) 476-8007 


RECEIVE A FREE PROMO PACK! 


1991 LEAF 
BLOW OUT 
SPECIAL! 


San Dieco Sports CoLtecTisBLes 
5 10639 Roselle St. "A" Dept. TSN 


Ses (619) 546-0046 _FAX; (619) 546- 1510 
Vin era eee Privelege (The longest in the hobby) 


1953 TOPPS 
ARCHIVES 


SATCHEL PAIGE. $10.00 


San Diego, Calif. 92121 


Sry 


ISC, AMEX accepted. Add $4.00 per set or 


box. Calit’ cena add 7% sales tax. There is. a 95 cent 

rene re seats cking & handling costs. 
, in ndlin; 

Thank You Ling Save r ordi fie + 


all orders are shipped insured, first class. 


appreciate your bus ness: 


Satisfaction Guaranteed, or y your money ba 


CALL TOLL FREE: 


1-800-227-0483 


Licensed Products 


Only BASEBALL 


Distribute to accounts in your 
area. $15,000 required. 
800-457-8695 


SPORTS BOOKS/PERIODICALS — 


GLORY OF THE GRIDIRON 
Informative monthly college football history 
newsletter reviews every season since 1869. 
You get season recap, team-by-team scores, 
power ratings, conference standings and 
much, much more. Also sell all-time team 
scores. Send for list, price. One-year subscrip- 
tion is $36. Send to: Brad Fuqua, PO Box 292, 
Elwood, NE 68937. Sample copy is $3. 


Plan Your Advertising 
Program Now With One 
of the Professionals at 


Tue Sporting News. 


Call Today 
1-800-445-2714 


PC SOFTWARE 


THE BASEBALL STATBOOK ™ 


The software tool to manage team and/or league 

baseball or softball stats. The choice of high 

schools, colleges, amateur/pro_team/leagues and 

table- i dies players. v5 f PC or compatible. 
Mex. 


MC/Vis Price; $69. Also statbook _ for 
football $79 basketball $59, hockey/soccer $49, 
league scheduler $55, fantasy baseball $59. 

RJL Systems, 106 New Haven Ave. 
Milford, CT 06460 - PH 203 - 878 - 0376 


For the Latest in MLB, the 
NEL and the NHL, Call 
THE SPORTING NEWS 

Report Lines: 


Bob Glauber’s TSN Pro Football Report 
TSN’s Baseball Insider 
Larry Wigge’s TSN Hockey Report 


1-900-860-4400. 
Gost is 95¢ per minute. Callers under 18 must have 
permission. The service is accessible from touchtone 
and rotary phones: 


AB ¢ AL. 


” MILWAUKEE BREWERS 


Fetters upset: Reliever 
Mike Fetters, who 
moved into the closer 
role last May and saved 
17 games in 20 opportu- 
nities, is unhappy about 
the Brewers’ two-year 
offer for $500,000 per 
season — the minimum the team could have 
offered under the new salary-cap system. Fet- 
ters’ 1994 base pay was $400,000, less than 
half of what he was seeking when he lost an 
arbitration case. Fetters, a restricted free 
agent, says he should earn more than the 
minimum. “I’m not asking for the world,” 
says Fetters, who wants a contract in the $- 
million range. “I don’t think I’m being unrea- 
sonable. | think they are.” Fetters says he will 
look for another offer but would like to re- 
main in Milwaukee. If Fetters does receive an 
outside offer, the Brewers will have 10 days 
to match it... . Pitcher Jaime Navarro also is 
a restricted free agent. His base pay last sea- 
son was $2.4 million, and the Brewers have 
made a qualifying offer of $2.64 million — the 
least they can make to retain his rights. 
Looking: The Brewers have inquired about 
Twins center fielder Alex Cole, a restricted 
free agent. Cole, who batted .296 last season, 
is a lefthanded hitter with speed, qualities the 
Brewers desperately need. Darryl Hamilton 
is coming off reconstructive elbow surgery 
and his status is uncertain. ©—B0B BERGHAUS 


MINNESOTA TWINS 


Rough beginning: Terry 
Ryan didn’t know what 
he was getting himself 
into. “This,” he says, 
“has been a hell of a 
year.” Ryan has been 
the Twins’ general man- 
ager for about three 
months. He has been unable because of bud- 


getary restraints to pursue free agents. He 
has faced the possibility that he will lose out- 
fielder Shane Mack, one of the team’s best 
players, through free agency, and that the 
new economic system imposed by the own- 
ers will make his best starting pitchers — 
Kevin Tapani and Scott Erickson — restrict- 
ed free agents. Now he has to face the possi- 
bility that the first team he will field will fea- 
ture replacement players and picket-line 
crossers. 
Twins sign Reb? The Twins have signed utili- 
ty infielder Jeff Reboulet to a two-year con- 
tract, strange considering Reboulet would 
not seem to be one of the team’s top priori- 
ties, and that Reboulet, as the Twins’ player 
rep, is staunchly opposed to the new system. 
Under the new system, players with between 
two and three years of experience, like Re- 
boulet, would make $275,000 and “three- 
plus” players who are not standouts would 
make $500,000. Knowing the Twins would 
not be willing to pay a utility infielder 
$775,000 for the next two years, Reboulet 
agreed to a two-year deal worth about 
$650,000. —Jim 


NEW YORK YANKEES 


Plenty of room: General 
Manager Gene Michael 
says the recently im- 
posed salary cap will 
not keep the Yankees 
from signing restricted 
free-agent pitcher Jack 
McDowell unless an- 
other club makes a “ridiculous offer.” The 
Yankees have the right to match the first out- 
side offer accepted by McDowell, and it ap- 
pears they have room to squeeze him into 
their payroll. The Yankees have 11 players 
signed for $31.8 million, and McDowell fig- 
ures to get another $6 million. That means 
the Yankees probably will be forced to em- 
ploy more prospects as backups to meet their 
$46.56-million cap. ... The Yankees tendered 
offers to Jim Leyritz, Pat Kelly, Scott Kamie- 


Cole Brewed? The Brewers are interested in the Twins’ lefthanded hitting center fielder. 


The Sporting News 


niecki, Bernie Williams and Bob Wickman, 
all for less money than they made last season. 
All but Wickman would have been eligible for 
arbitration. 

Cap casualty? Michael says the Yankees de- 
cided not to make a qualifying offer to Jim 
Abbott because his price tag of $3,052,500 
was “over the market value too much.” Ab- 
bott’s agent, Scott Boras, created a stir when 
he said, “This may be baseball’s answer to 
Phil Simms. You're letting a premium player 
go for reasons of the cap, but not for reasons 
of the betterment of the team.” The early 
thinking is that Abbott might return to the 
Angels. —Jon Heyman 


OAKLAND ATHLETICS 


Pitching in: The A’s 
pitching situation plung- 
ed deeper into uncer- 
tainty after owners im- 
plemented the salary 
cap. If free agents refuse 
to sign under the new 
system, as the Players 
Association has suggested, Oakland will have 
difficulty putting together its staff. Dennis 
Eckersley, Steve Ontiveros, Bob Welch and 
Bobby Witt are free agents. This and the 
team’s annual quest to reduce the payroll 
place even greater importance on developing 
young pitchers, something the A’s have not 
done in recent years. Manager Tony La Rus- 
sa and pitching coach Dave Duncan should 
have the opportunity in 1995, with Todd Van 
Poppel in the rotation, Steve Karsay trying to 
come back from elbow surgery and prospect 
John Wasdin waiting in the wings. Only Van 
Poppel and Ron Darling appear assured of 
spots in the rotation. 

Waiting for moneybags: One pitcher the A’s 
may pursue: free agent Todd Stottlemyre, for- 
merly of Toronto. Even so, La Russa knows 
the A’s cannot toss around too much money 
until their ownership situation is settled. The 
Haas family is examining two offers to buy 
the team. “Players are very interested in Oak- 
land, but it comes down to economics,” La 
Russa says. “That’s why I’m hoping some- 
body steps up and puts some money into the 
club.” —Ron Kroinicx 


SEATTLE MARINERS 


Nearly set: A lefthanded- 
hitting backup catcher 
and a veteran utility in- 
fielder top a short list of 
needs compiled by Man- 
ager Lou Piniella and 
General Manager 
Woody Woodward. De- 
spite the labor impasse that puts next season 
in doubt, the Mariners’ roster is virtually set. 
They have discussed signing free-agent 
catcher Chad Kreuter, a switch-hitter, to back 
up Dan Wilson, a job that was supposed to go 
to first-round draft pick Jason Varitek. But 
Varitek is unsigned and talks have broken 
down. The Mariners might be interested in 
Dick Schofield for the utility infield job after 
being outbid by the Yankees for shortstop 
Tony Fernandez. ... When Darren Bragg or 
Marc Newfield open in left field, it will mark 
the fourth consecutive season the team has 
fielded a cifferent starter at the position. 

Bad timing: First baseman Tino Martinez and 
pitcher Dave Fleming are the only Mariners 
who will miss out on salary arbitration under 
the salary-cap system implemented by the 


owners. Martinez and Fleming would have 
been eligible for the first time. How impor- 
tant is that? Right fielder Jay Buhner’s salary 
rose from $247,500 before he was eligible for 
free agency in 1991 to $4.3 million last sea- 
son. Martinez made $500,000 last season, 
Fleming $505,000. —dJim Street 


TEXAS RANGERS 


Not for sale: The new 
rules and the strike 
have made Kenny 
Rogers a restricted free 
agent. He has no inter- 
est in that. “I don’t know 
if I'm a restricted free 
agent or a collusion free 
agent,” Rogers says. The strike cost Rogers 
service time needed to be an unrestricted 
free agent. “I played as long as I could under 
one-year contracts,” Rogers says. “Even 
when I lost salary arbitration, I never griped. 
Now that I've earned the right to be a free 
agent, they're changing the rules. But there’s 
not going to be any baseball until there's a ne- 
gotiated settlement. I’m not going to play. No- 
body is. Any player who goes across the pick- 
et line is a very selfish player.” Rogers says 
the new system also creates the possibility 
for more collusion. “They've already been 
caught on collusion three times. This is just a 
legal way of colluding. They wouldn't leap 
into a new system if they hadn't talked and 
said, ‘You don’t go after my guy, and I won't 
go after your guy.’ ” 

See ya: The Rangers further weakened their 
bullpen by not tendering contracts to Cris 
Carpenter and Brian Bohanon. Matt White- 
side and Darren Oliver are the only relievers 
on the roster who had more than 13 appear- 
ances last season. . . . Free-agent outfielder 


Chris James wants to re-sign, but the club has 


not displayed interest. —T.R Suuivan 
TORONTO BLUE JAYS 

Pitching thin: Left- 

hander Al Leiter is the 

only Blue Jay who quali- 


fies for the new restrict- 
S ed free agency. He is ex- 
x) pected to be signed, but 
Ge [Se until that happens the 
starting rotation con- 
sists of two proven players: Pat Hentgen and 
Juan Guzman, who is coming off a terrible 
season. General Manager Gord Ash is 
searching for at least two second-level free- 
agent starters because the farm system is 
bare, and he has been unable to shake any- 
one loose in a trade. Brad Cornett, who went 
1-3 with a 6.68 ERA in a nine-game trial, im- 
pressed with his tenacity and his strikeout-to- 
walk ratio and will be given a chance to make 
the rotation. 
Four deep: The Jays could be looking at their 
best four-deep outfield in years. They have 
not had a bonafide left fielder since Candy 
Maldonado was set free after the "92 World 
Series. But if Devon White's uncertain knee 
holds up and Shawn Green can translate his 
International League batting title into big 
league consistency, the outfield will be solid 
with Joe Carter in right, White in center and 
Green and Mike Huff operating on some 
kind of platoon in left. .. . The Jays face big 
problems if the owners decide to go with re- 
placement players. Ontario law forbids the 
club from using replacement labor at Sky- 
Dome. —Sreve Micron 
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NHL REPORT - 


20 games in 105 days: 


a Coaching challenge 


Larry 
WIGGE 


he thought of squeezing a 50-game 
schedule into 105 days, from Janu- 
ary 16 through April 30, does not 
scare Flames Coach Dave King. 

“V'd play 42 doubleheaders if I had to to go 
back to work,” King says. “It’s been no fun 
sitting on the sidelines when so many people 
have wanted to play the last 90 days or so.” 

Commissioner Gary Bettman’s January 16 
deadline for a 50-game schedule and full play- 
off would require that a deal be completed 
this week. Unless, of course, the owners are 
yanking our chain again, like they did a few 
weeks ago when three respected hockey men 
promised me a deal. 

King understands the consequences of a 
50-game schedule in 105 days. The Flames 
played last season’s final 50 games in 115 
days from December 20 through April 13. 
That included two days off for Christmas and 
another four days at the All-Star break. 

One thing is certain: Coaching will have to 
be more precise. Game plans, practices and 
rest for weary players will carry added sig- 
nificance with the hectic schedules. 

“J think a lot of teams will go with four 
lines, but I also expect the star players to 
thrive on a lot of work,”’ Blues General Man- 
ager-Coach Mike Keenan says. “But because 
of the time frame we are operating under, it 
will be important to give time off — and still 
make the most of the time we have to practice. 
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‘I'd play 42 doubleheaders 


had to to go back to work.’ 


—Calgary Coach Dave King 


“Tn the Eastern Conference, it won’t be so 
bad because all teams are in the Eastern time 
zone. But in our conference, we likely will find 
ourselves in an airport every other day. 
Coaches will have to be imaginative. Their 
coaching skills will definitely be tested.” 

Great coaching has always been key during 
the playoffs, but now it could be just as vital 
during the regular season — beginning next 
week, if and when training camps open. 

Panthers General Manager Bryan Murray 
says a 10 to 12-day training camp will be nec- 
essary to get players into game shape, but 
teams may have only the luxury of one week. 
“I know we start playing games one week into 
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—St. Louis Coach Mike Keenan 


training camp in September,” Murray says. 
“But the younger guys carry the play then 
while the veterans are just trying to get them- 
selves ready for the season. 

“This is completely different. With a short 
schedule, every game is going to be impor- 
tant. Guys are going to have to go all-out the 
first night. And that’s when you get injuries.” 

The worst-case scenario? 

“The thing I fear the most is six or seven 
Nagging groin injuries,” Red Wings trainer 
John Wharton says. “I always tell the players 
the best way to stay in shape is not to get out 
of shape, but that’s not reality in this case. 

“The best thing would be for us to get the 
players in for full medicals and about 10 days 
of two-a-days. That would help reduce the 
nagging injuries. But the way the negotiations 
have dragged on, it looks like the training pe- 
riod and number of workouts will be re- 
stricted. And that worries me.” 

Our spies tell us that the players who com- 
peted for Wayne Gretzky’s All-Stars on an 
eight-game tour of Finland, Sweden and Ger- 
many picked up the pace in their third and 
fourth games — but they still weren’t in shape. 

“Fifty games, every second night, it’s 
crazy,’ Canadiens defenseman Mathieu 


Schneider says. “But it wouldn’t surprise se 
to see us go into a city and play two games in 
three nights to cut down on the travel.” 

Can you imagine the excitement the NHL 
might be able to salvage from this lost season 
by having Quebec play two games in three 
nights at Montreal? Or St. Louis ys. Chicago, 
with former Blackhawks coach Keenan adding 
to that already hot rivalry? 

Such talk about what is going to happen 
when the season finally gets started is added 
reason for optimism that the owners and play- 
ers will agree to a new collective bargaining 
agreement, no later than Monday. 

A recent poll of the NHL’s 26 teams by THE 
SPORTING NEWS showed that 12 were ready 
to take the contentious salary-tax issue off 
the table in return for concessions in salary 
arbitration. Seven insisted that the tax should 
be part of a deal and another seven were non- 
committal. 

The owners want a non-binding salary- 
arbitration system that allows teams to re- 
lease players who get favorable rulings. 

“We're not overly excited about the walk- 
away provision in salary arbitration,” Oilers 
goaltender Bill Ranford says. “To us, that 
will be very hard on third- and fourth-liné 
players trying to find jobs at a late date if ne- 
gotiations had been dragged out. But I’m op- 
timistic a deal can be made.” 

You can be sure neither side is aboutsto 
pass up another paycheck. Their pocket- 
books, and the game, have been hurt enough. 
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‘Fifty games, every second 


night, it’s crazy.’ 


—Montreal defenseman Mathieu Schneider 


Watt’s up? 

Even though the dozen or 
so Penguins who remain in 
Pittsburgh have increased 
their workout schedule from 
three to five times a week 
since early December, team 
Owner Howard Baldwin 
doesn’t want Penguins fans 
to suffer a letdown when 
they see the early product. 

“You can’t just turn the 
lights on,”’ Baldwin says. 
“The voltage isn’t going to 
be the same.” 

The fans will know. 


Not just hype 


Remember all the success 
the Canucks enjoyed in last 
season’s playoffs because 


they kept most of their regu- 
lars in the lineup while other 
teams were bothered by nag- 
ging injuries? 

The Canucks claim they 
were able to overcome those 
injuries because of a hyper- 
baric chamber. Oxygen is 
pumped into the chamber 
and the body, under pres- 
sure, can absorb it at about 
15 times the normal rate and 
then deliver it, via the blood- 
stream, to a damaged area 
where it speeds healing. Not 
only did the Canucks dis- 
cover a faster recovery rate, 
but they also found fatigue 
was less of a factor with the 
arduous travel schedule they 
have. 

Before 1994 training 
camps opened, the Stars said 
they were going to share a 


chamber with the NFL’s Dal- 
las Cowboys. The Jets have 
followed suit after seeing 
stars Teemu Selanne, Alexei 
Zhamnov and Teppo Num- 
minen sidelined for long 
stretches last season. 

The chamber may or may 
not breathe new life into the 
Jets, but Blues Executive 
Vice President Ron Caron 
had predicted there would be 
no Stanley Cup champions 
from the Western Confer- 
ence as long as there was 
such disparity in travel 
schedules. Those extra prac- 
tice sessions Eastern Confer- 
ence teams are getting are 
important. 

With a schedule that prob- 
ably will call for 50 games in 
105 days, nobody will be get- 
ting extra practices. But 


don’t be surprised if more 
Western teams make 
$75,000 investments in hy- 
perbaric chambers, trying to 
gain an edge. 


Icy bits 

The players have argued 
that owners at the top end of 
the payroll charts would be 
penalized for overspending 
by a salary tax and stop delv- 
ing into the free-agent mar- 
ket. Earth to Bob Goodenow. 
Give the Blues, Rangers and 
Penguins a call. You can bet 
they will spend whatever it 
takes, within reason, to put 
together winning teams. .. . 
The Blackhawks and Blues 
still are angling to open each 
other’s new buildings. The 
Blues were scheduled to 


open the new United Center 
in Chicago and the Black- 
hawks were going to be in St. 
Louis for the baptism of the 
Kiel Center. The Black- 
hawks could be in for a rude 
awakening away from the 
friendly confines of Chicago 
Stadium. “At times, it feels 
dead in there,” Chicago Bulls 
Coach Phil Jackson says. It 
would be something if Black- 
hawks Owner William Wirtz, 
who chose cheap land in a 
bad neighborhood and got a 
corporate sponsor to build 
the new arena, lost the 
home-ice edge he used to 
have at the Stadium. Look 
for the Blackhawks, who 
were built for the intimacy 
and the smaller ice surface of 
their previous home, to have 
trouble in the more spacious 


United Center. 

The Rangers’ Colin Camp- 
bell, who is about to get his 
first chance to coach in the 
NHL, has not lost his sense of 
humor while waiting to follow 
in the large footprints of Mike 
Keenan. ‘“‘The only good 
thing about the lockout,” 
Campbell says, “‘is this is the 
first year there hasn’t beén a 
coach fired by January 1.” @ 


FOR UPDATES 

on Larry Wigge's TSN 
Hockey Report, cail = 
1-900-860-4400, 95 cents 
per minute. Callers under 
18 must have permission. 
The service is accessible 
from touchtone and rotary 
phones. 
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Now You Won't Have Io 
Sit So Close To The Screen. 


Chevy S-Series. Hang on to your popcorn. Now you can watch your favorite 


action and adventure show without getting a cramp in your leg or a crick in 
your neck. The roomy new Chevy S-Series is here. Designed from the inside 
out, the S-Series Extended-Cab gives you an extra notch of seat travel for more 
leg room than almost any full-size extended-cab pickup made. How’s that for good measure? And the S-Series 


is exceptionally quiet. Foam plugs, triple-sealed doors and a great deal of sound insulation keep outside 


noise outside. So get with the program. Sit back, SN relax and test drive the new 


Chevy $-Series 
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Chevy S-Series. 


For a free product brochure call 1-800-950-2438. 
The Chevrolet Emblem and S-10 are registered trademarks and Chevy is a trademark of the GM Corp. ©1994 GM Corp. All Rights Reserved. Buckle up, America! 


